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According to the National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC), identity theft is the fastest growing crime in America, affecting half a million new victims each year. Identity theft involves the taking of one’s personal information to obtain a credit card, loan, services and even employment. The criminal will use the victim’s social security number or other personal information to obtain instant credit and even have his or her mail diverted to a new address. They can obtain this information by sifting through the trash, utilizing a telephone, mail or electronic scam or sometimes through an unprotected resource, such as a reputable company. You may not be able to protect 100% of your personal information, 100% of the time, but everyone needs to monitor their credit history in today’s world.

Here are a few tips to reduce the odds of becoming a victim. Vigilance is the key, so examine all statements, obtain credit reports regularly and keep track of where your data goes.
· Don’t give out your information to just anyone who asks for it; an unsolicited call, e mail or letter should raise a caution flag. Government agencies and banks will not call you to confirm data, they already have it.
· Shred, shred and shred again; any pre-approved letters, receipts, forms and statements that you discard should be carefully destroyed.
· Passwords may be tough to keep track of but don’t let the bad guy gain easy access to your account by having an easy one. Be creative, utilizing a combination of numbers and letters.
· Don’t carry more than you need, credit cards should be kept to a minimum so you know if one is missing.
· Guard your social security number, don’t write it on a check or leave it hanging around.
· Be careful when using ATMs, assure no one is watching for your password.
· Make a list of your credit card accounts, with emergency contact information, just in case there’s a problem. Keep the list in a safe spot in your home, don’t carry it with you. If your wallet is stolen, contact the companies as soon as possible and cancel your cards.
· Watch for the delivery of new cards when ordered; never assume one was lost in the mail.
· If using a credit card online, be sure you use a safe site that is encrypted or secure.
· Pay attention to the billing cycle, so you know when one is due and cancel any cards you no longer use.
· Order a credit report at least twice a year and check it carefully. The major resources are: Equifax at 800-685-1111, Experian at 888-EXPERIAN and Trans Union at 800-680-7293. Correct any mistakes you see immediately.
· Discard any junk mail and have your name removed from as many lists as possible. Identity theft is a serious crime; take some steps so you’re not spending hours and dollars trying to repair your credit.

The 2012 winner of the AHS GRAD NIGHT, “Limo Ride to School” was Maddy Creps, a fourth grader in Mrs. Berry’s class at Amesbury Elementary. Maddy, her friends and family enjoyed a ride to school in style on Friday morning, courtesy of Four Star Limousine. Chauffeurs Georgieanna and Brion picked the celebrities up at 7:30 and then received a police escort through downtown Amesbury to the Whistling Kettle, where they were greeted by Superintendent Robinson and dined on Mickey Mouse pancakes, courtesy of the Kettle. Following their breakfast, it was off to the Elementary School, where classmates were eagerly awaiting their arrival. Keith Sullivan of Sullivan Studios was on hand to capture the moment. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	On behalf of the AHS GRAD NIGHT Committee, I would like to thank everyone who helped make the event possible and successful. Special thanks certainly go out to Four Star Limousine of Salisbury, the Whistling Kettle staff and Keith Sullivan of Sullivan Studios in Salisbury. The money raised through the drawing will help provide a safe, fun-filled night of activities for the 2012 AHS Graduates. The Limo Ride to School drawing is a great example of our community at work; combining the resources of various businesses to support our youth. Everyone involved with the third annual Limo Ride; the kids, parents, business representatives and volunteers had a blast! If you’d like to help support the GRAD NIGHT PROGRAM, tax-deductible donations may be dropped off at the High School or mailed to Post Office Box 57, Amesbury.



