Ms. Rivers - Blake
English 9 2010-2011
Nuts and Bolts…
As first year high school students, I know you must be feeling many things about your upcoming high school adventure.  I hope to put you as much at ease as I can when we begin the new school year together.  If you comply with the rules outlined below, I think we'll get along well.

I think you'll find this class an enjoyable though challenging one.  All I ask is that you do your best.  If you do that, there's no more I can ask of you.  I hope you all had a great summer, and I look forward to seeing you soon!

Course Description

This course is a survey course.  By that I mean that you will exposed to a variety of literature; poetry, prose, fiction and non-fiction.  The development of critical reading, writing, listening AND speaking skills will be focused upon as will be developing grammar skills.  During our time together, I hope to enliven the literature and make the reading experience something you’ll come to love, look forward to, and appreciate.  I’ll need your help to do this, though!

Here is an overview of what we’ll be covering in class over the year:

Semester I
I. Literature


Tuesdays with Morris – Mitch Album

Various short stories from the Elements of Literature anthology


The Giver – Lois Lowry

The Call of the Wild – Jack London

II. Skills

Our class will be working on various units within the Buckle Down MCAS preparatory book.  These books will be stored in class. Most of the work assigned from these books will also be completed in class. These assignments are designed with the intent of making you into a thoughtful and active reader, as well as to prepare you for the MCAS in your 10th grade year. We will also be utilizing outside resources such as Time magazine and specific articles from The New York Times to narrow and sharpen your reading, thinking, and writing skills.
III. Grammar

All grammar units will be taken from the English Workshop book series.  These books will also be stored in class.  There will also be pages and exercises copied from other books that will serve as homework and/or class work assignments, however.  The parts of speech, elements of correct citation, punctuation, and capitalization will be focused on in the first semester.
IIII. Vocabulary


Though some of the vocabulary that will be utilized in this class will be taken from the

literature we read, we will also be conducting many weekly lessons from the Vocabulary for the High School Student text.  These books will be issued to all students during the first week of class.  Students will be responsible for the cost of all lost books.
Semester II

I. Literature


a. Elements of the Epic: The Odyssey by Homer

b. Elements of Drama: Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare

c. West Side Story by Irving Schulman

*Honors Level:  Les Miserable’s- Victor Hugo



 Shoeless Joe – W.P. Kinchella
II. Skills


MCAS practice and preparation will continue in semester 2 along with the note taking and of composition of a complete research paper.  
III. Grammar

Using nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs along with all forms of punctuation correctly in writing will be the focus of semester 2. The review of correct internal citation and creation of formal works cited page will also be stressed.
Types of Assessments:

Essays: these will vary in length from 1-5 paragraphs and be graded according to the John Collins method using FCA’s

Quizzes: You may use any notes that you take in class on any quiz I give throughout the year.  You may not use notes on tests.  You may not use the book when taking a quiz or test.  This policy DOES NOT count for vocabulary quizzes.
Projects:  Class projects will vary.  They sometimes will take the form of debates, seminars, artistic presentations, oral presentations/speeches or skits.
Journal Entries:  Journal entries will primarily be guided by writing prompts that I give you and will be about the literature we study as a class, or will be written in response to the quotes written on the board each day.  These should be contained in your Quote Journal.
Homework Assignments:  These will vary from reading, to answering questions, to making journal entries.  It should be noted that when assigned reading for homework it is assumed that you will be taking adequate notes.  It should also be noted that you may use these notes on any quiz I may give the day after the reading is assigned.
Grading Policy:
15% homework

10% class work/participation

25% tests

15% quizzes

20% writing projects/larger essays
15%final examination (at end of quarter)

OK…NOW for the good stuff!

Speaking of homework….it is ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL that you complete homework assignments WHEN they are assigned.  The English department at Amesbury High School takes this very seriously.  Therefore, you will be assigned an after school detention for not completing homework assignments and for failing to be prepared for class.  Being unprepared for class includes not having books, notebooks, pens, pencils or any other essential piece of class material. You will be asked to complete homework assignments during this time after school and will receive 60% of the credit for this work.
Come to class ON TIME!  Amesbury High School has a strict policy on this issue and excessive tardies can result in points lost from your average.
STAY ORGANIZED!  Over the course of my career I would say that ninety percent of the reason that ninth grade students are not always as successful as they could be is because they do not organize themselves.  I would suggest strongly that you supply yourselves with an agenda book where you record all homework assignments and important due dates…..USE IT!!

Please refrain from any and all whining!  It only succeeds in annoying me.

And lastly but perhaps most importantly……RESPECT!
RESPECT me, and I will always respect you, no questions asked.  Respect in this class includes not talking while either I or another class member is talking, not calling others names of ANY type and paying attention in general.  

I like to think of myself as an approachable person, so please speak with me about any issues you may have about anything during the year.  Remember that I can’t help you with a problem or situation if I don’t know abut it!

I think that’s it.  Please feel free (parents, you especially) to email me at: riversa@amesburyma.gov with any questions, comments, or concerns.  Also, it really does help to tell me if you know in advance about an absence from class; email is a great way to communicate that to me.

I look forward to a great year!!
Best wishes and Good luck!!

Ms. Rivers - Blake
