Journal Analysis for Articles

This is your Honors Level work that will give you a more in-depth view of the course and give you a better understanding of how the study of Modern World History connects to the world that it created, the world of today. My purpose is to have you, my students, learn these ideas not in a vacuum, but in a connected way that will give you a clearer picture of your world. 
I would like you to keep all of your articles and responses in a journal as we go through our course of study.  Periodically, I will ask you to show me that journal for evaluation purposes and all the information within should be shared with the class during our discussions of these subjects. 

Below I am listing the questions that you will need to answer for each article that you put within your journal.  I have also attached an Assessment Scoring Guide for your journal articles.  These are meant to help you stay focused on what the articles are all about and to assist you in obtaining relevant articles for your journal. 
1. A connection to the unit we are studying
2. Create and answer 4 questions about your article that focus on what you believe to be the main point of your article.  Each of these articles should be related to a main idea from the unit we are studying at the time.  You make the connection, that is, you list an idea from the unit and then connect it up to a modern day article. 
· Each answer should be meaningful and related to the topic that we are focusing on – For example Political Revolutions, Reasons for Revolutions, Developing Industries, Life in an Underdeveloped Country.

· Each question and response should be in a complete sentence.

· Each question and answer should be supported with relevant details from the present day article (quotes).
· Each question and answer should demonstrate your knowledge of how the article you chose connects to the information we are studying.

Here is an example of what you should do:
On Rubric list:

 Your name and the date

Name of the article, where it came from and the date of publication (Should be within 1 year)

What connection to the chapter did you find in the article?

Paper

Name of your article

A short paragraph with the reason why you chose this article and the connection you see.

Four questions about the article that you should be able to answer.  They should be insightful, thoughtful, make me realize that you understand the connection you are making and why you chose this article.  They should make me understand that you know what the article is about.

Example an article I read on “Going to War: Who Decides” taken from UPFRONT magazine, 7/7/2013.
Connection – They are talking about war in The United States and The United States starts out with a war as we are learning.

Question 1 – 

The article asks, “How has war changed in the last century and what effect has that had?”

In reading the article, I realized that wars seemed simpler back then.  Battles happened because men confronted each other and the reasons why each side was fighting seemed clearer and easier to understand.  The article states that, “Today, threats are immediate and responses swift.”  Reasons don’t seem as clear as they were doing the American Revolution or causes as noble.   

