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Section Summary
AN AGE OF IDEOLOGIES

CHAPTER

8
SECTION 1

READING CHECK

What is universal manhood 
suffrage?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

What does the word agitators
mean in the underlined sen-
tence? Review the surrounding
words and phrases to look for
clues to its meaning. Use these
context clues to help you under-
stand what an agitator is.

READING SKILL

Identify Main Ideas What two
groups generally struggled for
political control during the early
nineteenth century?

After the Congress of Vienna, people with opposing ideologies
plunged Europe into decades of turmoil. Conservatives, including
monarchs, nobles, and church leaders, favored a return to the social
order that had existed before 1789. They decided to work together in
an agreement called the Concert of Europe. They wanted to restore
the royal families that Napoleon had deposed. They supported a
social hierarchy in which lower classes respected and obeyed their
social superiors. They also backed established churches and opposed
constitutional governments. Conservative leaders such as Prince
Metternich of Austria sought to suppress revolutionary ideas.

Inspired by the Enlightenment and the French Revolution, liberals
and nationalists challenged conservatives. Liberals included business
owners, bankers, lawyers, politicians, and writers. They wanted gov-
ernments based on written constitutions. They opposed established
churches and divine-right monarchies. They believed that liberty,
equality, and property were natural rights. They saw government’s
role as limited to protecting basic rights, such as freedom of thought,
speech, and religion. Only later in the century did liberals come to
support universal manhood suffrage, giving all men the right to vote.
Liberals also strongly supported laissez-faire economics.

Nationalism gave people with a common heritage a sense of
identity and the goal of creating their own homeland. In the 1800s,
national groups within the Austrian and Ottoman empires set out to
create their own states. Rebellions erupted in the Balkans, where
there were people of various religions and ethnic groups. The Serbs
were the first to revolt. By 1830, Russian support helped the Serbs
win autonomy, or self-rule, within the Ottoman empire. In 1821, the
Greeks revolted, and by 1830, Greece was independent from the
Ottomans. Revolts spread to Spain, Portugal, and Italy. Metternich
urged conservative rulers to crush the uprisings. In response, French
and Austrian troops smashed rebellions in Spain and Italy.

In the next decades, sparks of rebellion would flare anew. Added
to liberal and nationalist demands were the goals of the new 
industrial working class. By the mid-1800s, social reformers and 
agitators were urging workers to support socialism or other ways of
reorganizing property ownership.

Review Questions
1. How did government views of conservatives and liberals differ?

2. Why did French and Austrian troops stop revolts in Spain and
Italy?
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