Mr. Smith’s Grading System 2015-2016
Earth Science


· Homework is worth 10% of the grade
· Classwork, Quizzes & Tests are worth 90% of the grade and will be weighted in that order


The grading system for most homework assignments and class work is the following:
· Check Plus (+) = 100 points (The assignment is on time, complete, and follows the expectations/directions/teacher’s model.)
· Check = 75 points (The assignment is not on time, incomplete or does not follow the expectations/directions/teacher’s model.)
· Check Minus (-) = 50 points (The assignment is more than 3 days late, very incomplete or clearly doesn’t follow the expectations/directions/teacher’s model.)

The students are made aware if the above grading system will not be used for an assignment.  The alternate grading system will be explained. For example, a writing assignment with FCAs is often a number grade. Tests and quizzes also receive number grades as follows- 90-100 (A) 80-89 (B) 70-79 (C) 60-69 (D) Below 60 (F) 


If a student is out sick or an assignment is not turned in, an “M” will be given in the grade book.  This stands for MISSING.  The “M” is calculated by the computer as a zero. It alerts both the teacher and parent that work needs to be made up.  The “M” will change to a grade once the work has been turned in. If the work is not completed by the end of the term the “M” becomes a permanent zero in the grade book. It is up to the student to ask for missed work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A student can receive an “E” in the grade book. This stands for EXEMPT.  The “E” is not calculated by the computer. It is as if the assignment never existed for the student. An exempt is given if the assignment is something the student missed and really can’t make up. 

Please allow one week for class work and homework to appear in the grade book.

Please allow 48-72 hours for a test/quiz to appear in the grade book.  

It is recommended that parents check the grade book once a week.

Homework in Science usually consists of reviewing class notes prior to quizzes and occasional writing assignments. Ask to see your child’s Science Binder to check on their work. A great deal of our work is hands on class work, such as note taking, reading and responding to textbook material and articles, along with labs and research projects. 
	We will also be working in our Science Journals which stay in the classroom. Some of the assignments in my grade book are kept and graded in those journals.


Please email me with any questions you may have about my grading system at
smithb@amesburyma.gov  (Please allow 48 hours for a return email.)
