
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

All required English classes are comprehensive courses that include reading literature, improving language arts, writing, speaking and listening skills, and learning proper research methods. Each course has been aligned to meet local and state framework standards designed to help students pass the state MCAS exams. All students planning to graduate must pass the MCAS Language Arts exam to receive a diploma.  All students are also required to earn English credits each year; a chart that explains numbers of credits is included in the section “Requirements for Graduation.”  If a student fails any required course in English Language Arts, s/he must repeat the course (or attend summer school, if eligible*) before moving on to the next grade level.  Students who fail English classes need to take additional time to complete their English credit requirements, or to pass MCAS exams in Language Arts. For a student to be successful in any English course, s/he must meet class attendance and participation expectations to satisfy communication requirements.  
*Summer School is offered at Amesbury High School for students who fail a required English course in grades 9-11, and who need to complete the course requirements to move to the next grade level.  Students must have an average of 50 – 59, and a satisfactory attendance record to be eligible for summer school.  Students who do not meet summer school eligibility must repeat the course.  Students must pay to enroll in summer school.  Seniors are not eligible for summer school.
· Summer Reading:  To maintain students’ literacy skills and to promote a passion for reading for pleasure, all students are required to read a minimum of two books each summer. Students are given requirements before leaving school in June and are assessed during the first week of school.  Summer reading lists for each grade are posted on the AHS website, and extra books are available at the Amesbury Public Library.
All courses in the English Department concentrate on developing student proficiency for the following School Expectations:
· Students will access, comprehend, analyze and interpret information.
· Students will organize and convey ideas through communications.
· Students will define problems, develop strategies and evaluate, modify and implement solutions.
· Students will demonstrate the use and application of technology.
· Students will demonstrate a sense of civic and social responsibility.
In an effort to meet the individual needs and interests of all students, required courses in English are grouped according to the following standards:

HONORS ENGLISH AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH:
 Students will be selected for Honors English in grades 9-12 based on the following criteria: instructor recommendation, standardized test scores, and final average in English. Students entering grade 9 must have the recommendation of their grade 8 instructor based on their ability to communicate effectively; their knowledge of parts of speech and effective sentence structures, rules of capitalization and punctuation; their willingness to read and analyze full-length works of literature; and their scores on grade 7 and 8 MCAS or other standardized tests which indicate that the student has scored above proficient levels.   Students enrolling in Honors English in grades 10 – 12 must have achieved a final average of B- in their prior honors English class or the equivalent. . 
 Those eligible to pre-register for Honors or AP must also satisfy additional Summer Reading requirements by the first day of school.  Students who are not performing at a proficient level during the first quarter of Honors English or the first semester of AP English will sign a contract which may entail increased tutorial work to achieve proficiency in the subject.
AP English:   Students will be selected on the basis of test scores (MCAS Advanced or high level of Proficient; SAT Verbal) Honors English grade level B; teacher recommendation and department head approval. 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY: (grades 9-12) This course is designed for those students who plan to further their education or who plan to enter the world of work after high school graduation.  The content includes specific skills needed to be Proficient in the business world.  The course stresses practice in the language arts skills of reading, listening, writing, and speaking.  Readings in various genres will treat contemporary themes and conflicts.  Study skills are emphasized. A grade of 60 is required to move to the next grade level.  


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS BY GRADE LEVEL
FRESHMAN ENGLISH: LANGUAGE ARTS A and B: FOUR CREDITS
Length of Course:  Two semesters (Four quarters)					 Grade level: 9 
Freshman English classes will, through a variety of genre, explore the theme Overcoming Adversity.  Grammar, vocabulary, and literary analysis will be addressed.  Students will be assigned a variety of types of writing. Students will be oriented to AHS media center and then required to do a research paper, which includes proper documentation procedures. This course focuses on improving students’ skills in literary analysis, including analysis of Shakespeare, as recommended in the state frameworks.

SOPHOMORE ENGLISH:  COLLEGE PREP AMERICAN STUDIES I : 2 CREDITS
Length of Course: One semester
Grade level: 10
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Freshman English A and B
Students will study the development of American Literature from earliest writings through the 19th century  in a variety of genre, will analyze and respond critically to their reading, and will communicate effectively in oral and written formats about their reading. Their study of literature will coordinate with American History I. Vocabulary skills will also be emphasized. Students will also concentrate on effective communication skills that are needed to construct and convey meaning in oral and written language.  Analysis of media communication and a mandatory research project are included. Preparation for March ELA MCAS is a major focus for all grade 10 students. 
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH: COLLEGE PREP LANGUAGE ARTS C: 1 CREDIT
Length of Course;   1 Quarter [or equivalent] [pending approval]
Grade level:  10
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Freshman English A and B
To provide further development of literacy and study skills, all students in sophomore college prep English are required to take this course to ensure preparation for proficiency on Grade 10 MCAS as well as preparation for success in college.  The course will include development of reading, oral and written communication, and language skills, study techniques, and test-taking strategies.

SOPHOMORE EARLY COLLEGE AMERICAN STUDIES I: 

SOPHOMORE HONORS AMERICAN STUDIES I:  is combined with American History I as a yearlong course in American Studies.  Students interested in this Honors course will be selected by instructors and Department chairs according to Honors prerequisites [above].   Students will receive 2 credits in history and 2 credits in English.
JUNIOR ENGLISH: AMERICAN STUDIES II: TWO CREDITS
Length of course:  One semester (two quarters)
Grade level: 11 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Sophomore English
Junior English will study a variety of literary genre, which focus on the development of themes and styles in 20th century American Literature.  The course will coordinate with American History.  Students will also engage in various research topics and improve their oral/written communication skills, especially in preparation for SAT tests.
JUNIOR HONORS AMERICAN STUDIES II: [TWO ENGLISH CREDITS] is combined with American History II for a yearlong course in American Studies.  Students will be selected for this Honors course by instructors and Department chairs according to honors prerequisites.[see above].
JUNIOR HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE: TWO CREDITS
Length of course: 1 semester [semester 2]
Grade level:  11
Prerequisite:  Enrolled in AP US History  
Students will study 20th century American literature while they are studying modern US history in their AP history course.  There will be an intense focus on language, writing, and oral skills needed for college-level assessments. 
SENIOR ENGLISH: CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE / RESEARCH: HONORS OR COLLEGE PREPARATORY:  TWO CREDITS
Length of Course:  One semester (Two quarters)
Grade level: 12
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Junior English
Quarter A will focus on literature that explores the theme of Expectation and Reality.  Students will participate in a number of oral and written assignments that encourage them to demonstrate their skills and knowledge, including activities that help to prepare them for Senior Research Project; students prepare a written paper that meets acceptable MLA standards as well as deliver an oral report that presents their research to a group.  Since successful completion of this course demonstrates students’ proficiency in STUDENT EXPECTATIONS, students may not remediate any failure of this course with summer school or other out-of-school options if they wish to receive an Amesbury High School diploma. *Honors section will include more rigorous standards for research as well as for literary analysis.
(H) WORLD LITERATURE AND WORLD AFFAIRS/RESEARCH:  INTERDISCIPLINARY WITH HISTORY
Length of Course: One semester
Grade level: 12
Prerequisite:   C average in American Studies II
	Students who wish to specialize in contemporary literature and world events may take this course as their Senior English required course.   In addition to contemporary world readings, students will conduct their independent senior research in an area of world affairs.  All other senior English requirements [summer reading, oral and written communication, college preparation skills] will be included in this course. 

(AP) LITERATURE: FOUR CREDITS
Length of Course: Two semesters [Four quarters]
Grade level: 12
Prerequisite: Honors English grade 11, B average, teacher recommendation and selection by Department Chair  
Students learn to read and comprehend some of the finest poetry, plays, novels, short fiction, and essays written at various times in various cultures.  They learn to discover meaning by being attentive to language, imagery, character, action, argument and the various stylistic techniques and strategies that authors use.  The students’ required senior research project is an intense analysis of the works, life and literary criticism of a major writer.  Students learn a variety of test-taking strategies to prepare for the required AP exam in May.  Students should enroll in AP English if they are willing to commit to the strenuous reading and writing that the course demands for the year. This course has been audited and approved by the College Board.

The English Department also offers these ELECTIVES.  Electives may not replace required English courses but offer supplementary experiences.

GRADE 9-12 TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP FOR LITERACY, MATH AND SCIENCE: ONE CREDIT
Length of course: on-going; credits determined by length of session
Grade level(s): 9-12
Prerequisite:  Recommendation from instructors; MCAS test results
This course is designed for students who wish to improve their math, reading and writing in a variety of content areas.  Students will participate in a computer workshop setting that allows them to develop individualized math, and writing skills. They will also develop science skills and become familiar with questions that assess these areas.    Students who were identified as below acceptable level in math, science, or language arts on Grade 8 MCAS should take this course before they take MCAS grade 10; or, before they retake Grade 10 exams if they failed the Grade 10 test in Language Arts. Students who need the support may take this course for credit more than once. 

(CP) PUBLIC SPEAKING AND COMMUNICATION: ONE CREDIT
Length of course: One quarter 
Grade level(s): 11-12
Prerequisite:  C- or better in English
This course is designed to help students improve oral communication skills.  They overcome their anxiety about oral presentations by frequent practice of oral presentations, including impromptu and prepared exercises.  Students will learn effective communication practices.

(CP) CREATIVE WRITING:  ONE CREDITLength of course: One Quarter
Grade level(s): 11-12
Prerequisite:  Recommendation from previous teacher
This course is designed for students who write for pleasure in one or more genre (essay, fiction, science fiction, drama, or poetry) and would like to work to improve their skills and expand their control of voice and style.  They will read short pieces of literature that will stimulate discussion of stylistic elements.  They will produce a number of pieces in a variety of genre which they may choose to publish. The course will be conducted as a writing workshop in which students are expected to write and share their writing daily.

(CP) READING AND WRITING THROUGH MYSTERY AND SUSPENSE: ONE CREDIT
Length of course: One Quarter
Grade level(s): 11-12
Prerequisite:  C- average in Sophomore English
This elective course is designed for the student who enjoys reading mystery and suspense and who wishes to expand his/her ability to analyze these genres.  Students will study the evolution of these genres by reading novels and short stories by such early and contemporary authors as Edgar Allen Poe, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, Mary Higgins-Clark, Dean Koontz, and Stephen King.  The final course project will require students to create and publish a class anthology of short stories in these genres.

(CP) WRITING POETRY: ONE CREDIT
Length of Course: One quarter
Grade level: 11/ 12
Prerequisite: C- average or better in English
Course Description: Students will develop poetry writing skills in a workshop setting. Students will explore a variety if styles within the genre of poetry through reading, discussion, and writing.  The emphasis will be on the writing process and compiling publishable pieces of poetry.

 (CP)FANTASY LITERATURE: ONE CREDIT
Length of Course; One quarter
Grade Level: 11/12
Prerequisite: C- or better in English
Course Description:  Students will trace the roots of this exciting and unique genre by reading and reviewing the classic works of Tolkien and C.S. Lewis as well as modern writers such as J.K. Rowling and Christopher Paolini. For a final project, students will design and write an original short story.  

(CP)  JOURNALISM
Length of Course:  One quarter
Grade Level 11/ 12
Prerequisite: C- or better in English 
Course Description: Students will learn the skills of good journalism including interviewing and writing.  Their final project will include producing pieces that will be published in school and local media.




 THE FOLLOWING ELECTIVES WILL BE OFFERED, PENDING APPROVAL:

(AP)ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION: TWO CREDITS 
Length of Course: One semester
Grade Level: 11 / 12
Prerequisite:  Honors English grade 10/11, B average, teacher recommendation and selection by Dept. Chair
Course Description: Pending approval by The College Board, 2009

(CP) LITERARY CONNECTIONS ACROSS THE MEDIA
Length of Course:   One Quarter
Grade levels:  11-12
Course Description:   This course will cover various Literary conventions such as plot, theme, symbolism and imagery as they are used in media such as song lyrics, movies, and television.  The focus will be on the origin and the overall effect each has on the works being studied.




