Class Expectations and Grading

Mrs. Merz

In order for us to have the best class possible this semester, certain expectations must be met.  Please read over the list below and ask any questions that you have.  Please sign this as a class contract, and then have a parent or guardian sign it as well.  Return this to Mrs. Merz by the next class meeting for a homework grade. 

Every student must:

1. Bring a pencil to class.

2. Bring a pen to class.

3. Bring a 3-ring binder with 5 sections (Literature, Writing, Spelling/Vocab., Grammar, MCAS).

4. Always have white-lined paper in each section of the binder.

5. Be prepared for a daily quiz.  Any information from the previous day’s class is fair game; therefore, part of each night’s homework time should be spent reviewing the day’s notes.

6. Complete homework before coming to class.  Homework completed during class time will not be counted.

7. Write down daily homework assignments in either an assignment notebook or a designated section of the binder.

8. Be on time. Tardiness is recorded and adds up to one unexcused absence for every 45 minutes of missed class time.

9. Have no more than 5 absences per quarter.  I advise students not to think of this number as what they are “allowed.”  Any absence is a setback for a student’s grade, particularly with 82-minute periods.  

· Also, any unexcused absences result in a “0” for any missed work.  Work from an excused absence must be made up in the number of days absent + 1. (i.e. Sick 2 days with excused absence – makeup period = 3 days.)  Students are responsible for checking in with the teacher after school or A block to get their missed assignments. 

10. Participate.  Students should come to class mentally and physically prepared for participation.  Every question and comment helps to facilitate a more interesting and effective class and improves a student’s overall grade.

Grading Percentages

Homework:  15%

Tests:  25%

Quizzes:  15% (honors 20%)

Writing and projects:  20%

Classwork:  10% (honors 5%) 

[participation & discussion, effort, attendance, citizenship, etc.]
Final exam:  15% (quarterly exam)
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