Character Analysis Essay

Assignment: Your assignment is to write a character analysis of a major character from a short story covered this unit.  Once you have chosen a character to analyze, choose three adjectives that describe that character.  These adjectives, or characteristics, will be the basis of your five-paragraph essay. Respond to the prompt: How do the character’s traits influence the character’s motivations, actions, and/or decisions throughout the story?
Requirements:

· You need a correct heading – refer to your writing format handouts.

· Your thesis statement should be stated directly in your introduction and be proven throughout your body paragraphs.

· In each of the three body paragraphs, you must use at least one quotation from the story to support your ideas.  

· These quotations must be correctly documented according to MLA guidelines…refer to your handout sample to see correct format.

· Length – The paper should be five paragraphs of five to seven sentences each.
· The paper must be typed in 12 point font and double-spaced.

· The paper must have an original title…do not underline it or put it in quotes, and do not use the title of the story as your title.
· Deductions will be made for the following errors (max of -5 pts per error type):

· Contractions (except in direct quotations from the story)

· 1st and 2nd person pronouns (I, you, me, our, we, etc.)
· Slang and non-specific words (thing, guy, a lot, kid, etc.)

· Words Commonly Confused
· Typing/spelling errors

· Tense shifts - write in all present tense for fictional text analysis…be consistent.

· Not including the text’s properly formatted title, genre, and author
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3) Each body paragraph has one relevant quotation using 



    correct integration (tag, context, quotation, explanation) and format
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Writing a thesis statement…

A thesis statement is a sentence that makes an assertion about a topic and predicts how the topic will be developed. It does not simply announce a topic; it says something about the topic, and it provides the framework for your paper.

Never start a thesis with, “In this paper I will discuss…”

A thesis statement makes a promise to the reader about the scope, purpose, and direction of the paper. It summarizes the conclusion that the writer has reached about the topic.

For the writer, the thesis statement:

· Serves as a planning tool.

· Helps the writer determine the real focus of the paper and clarify the relationship between ideas.

· Becomes a hook on which the writer can “hang” the topic sentences that present evidence in support of the argument.

· Anticipates questions about the topic and provides the unifying thread between pieces of information.

For the reader, the thesis statement:

· Serves as a “map” to follow through the paper.

· Prepares the reader about what he/she is to read.

· Keeps the reader focused on the argument.

· Helps the reader spot the main ideas.

· Engages the reader in the argument.

· Offers enough detail for your reader to grasp your argument.

Be sure your thesis…

1. takes a stand - do not just state an observation; your thesis should be a statement that you can defend with evidence
2. expresses one main idea - keep it narrow and specific.


Example:

Through Miss Maudie Atkinson’s open-mindedness, optimism, and compassion, she helps Jem and Scout better understand Atticus and their community.


Quotations
Quotations - Copying any section of the text verbatim (word for word).

**If you are writing about only one text, omit the author’s last name in the parenthetical citation because you already stated it in the opening paragraph.**


Example #1
Basic Quotation

A change in Jem’s attitude toward the Radleys is shown when Scout reports, “Less than two weeks later we found a whole package of chewing gum, which we enjoyed, the fact that everything on the Radley Place was poison having slipped Jem’s memory” (Lee 60). 


Example #2
Quotation which already has quotation marks in the text.
Jem’s frustration with the injustices of the world is shown in the courtroom.  “‘Doesn’t make it right,’ said Jem stolidly.  He beat his fist softly on his knee. ‘You just can’t convict a man on evidence like that – you can’t’” (Lee 220).


Example #3
Changing a word or two in a quotation to clarify its meaning.

Harper Lee helps her readers understand why this neighbor is so mysterious to the children of the neighborhood when she states that “Mr. Radley kept [Boo] chained to the bed most of the time” (Lee 16). 


Each of these examples would follow an introductory statement
(topic sentence) - the point the immediate paragraph is proving.
Notice that each example has included a tag that indicates the 
context and speaker. This quotation would then be followed up by
an explanation of how the example supports the point you are 

trying to prove (look back to the topic sentence of the paragraph 

to be sure that the quotation is relevant and works as evidence). If a second example or quotation is needed, you then start the process again with a transition from the first example to the second.  Next, continue the system of using a tag to introduce the next example and follow the steps of the pattern explained above. Finally, the paragraph should have a concluding statement that  makes a final comment or connection about the topic covered in this paragraph.
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Put author’s last name and page number, followed by period.





Any changes to the text must be made in brackets. For example, the original text read “he,” but the reader would not understand its reference out of the textual context of the story, so inserting “Boo” clarifies the meaning of the quotation in its use here.





Create an intro to your quotation that helps the reader understand its meaning.
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Put author’s last name and page number…followed by a period.





Double quotation marks around the entire quote; single quotation marks to show where the quotations exist already in the text – usually indicating dialogue. 
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THESIS STATEMENT: 


(topic)___________________________________


+ (claim) _________________________________


[+ (effect) _______________________________ ]         
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Claim (point to be proven with textual evidence)
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Trait 2





Trait 3








