Fall CP Literature Circle Choices
Cold River

By William Judson

Genre:  

fiction

adventure

Setting: 


the wilderness


Adirondack Mountains


1921

Protagonists:


14-year-old Lizzy & 

younger brother, Tim

Main conflict:


character vs. nature

Plot summary:

     Two teens battle to 

     survive alone in the

     mountains during one of

     the worst snowstorms of

     the century.  They are

     known to be missing, but

     no one knows where…

Best described as:


“dramatic”


“adventurous”


“suspenseful”

Passages:

“I was also being carried ever downstream through the undertow and that as I tumbled along the bottom, I would be thrown up to the daylight …Again, I gasped at the nourishing air and then plunged, unresisting, into the depths once more…”

“(He) was cold and still.  We would not believe that he was gone, but nothing we could do would bring him back.  Tim went a little crazy and ran yelling into the woods…”

Twisted
By Laurie Halse Anderson
Genre:


fiction

young adult
Setting:


high school

senior year

2000’s
Protagonist:

18-yr.-old Tyler 

Main conflict:


character vs. himself
Plot summary:

     After being sentenced to a summer of character building physical labor following a graffiti prank, Tyler Miller’s reputation at school receives a boost.  Enter super-popular Bethany Milbury, sister of his tormentor, Chip. Teenage concerns with sex, alcohol, grades, and family are all tackled with honesty.
Best described as:


“relatable”


“honest”


“high-interest”
Passages:

“I’m not the problem here…I’m tired of feeling like I am."

“People had ignored me when I was Nerd Boy, but that changed after I got arrested.”

“My bottom lip was swollen and split, crusted with dried blood, but it looked more like I had walked into a door than being jumped by three guys.”

Night

By Elie Wiesel

Genre:


nonfiction


historical

Setting:


Europe


Nazi death camps


1944

Protagonist:


the author, as a young

Jewish boy

Main conflict:


character vs. society

Plot summary:

     The author recounts the 

     torture his family & people

     faced at the hands of the

     Nazis.  He describes the

     inconceivable horror of

     the Auschwitz concen-

     tration camp and beyond.

Best described as:


“terrifying”


“revolting”


“depressing”

Passages:

“And I did not know that in that place, at that moment, I was parting from my mother and sister forever.  I went on walking.  My father held onto my hand.”

“Not far from us, flames were leaping up from a ditch, gigantic flames.  They were burning something.  A lorry drew up at the pit and delivered its load—little children…”

 “Then the whole camp had to march past the hanged man and stare at the dimmed eyes, the lolling tongue of death.”

The Messenger

By Lois Lowry

Genre:  

science fiction

unrealistic

Setting: 


Village

Forest (the border)

future

Protagonist:

Teenage Matty

Main conflict:


character vs. nature

Plot summary:

Matty, under the care of a blind man named Seer, hopes to be named “Messenger” in his community.  Strange happenings in Village result in a fear of outsiders, so Matty must warn travelers of Village’s closing.  As he travels through the dangerous Forest, he realizes his emerging special power.

Best described as:


“surreal”


“mystical”


“a quick read”

Passages:

“Sometimes Forest closed in and entangled people who had tried to travel beyond…but it knew that Matty’s travels were benign and necessary…he was special to Forest.”

“Matty placed his left hand on the mother dog, his right on the puppy, and willed them to live.”

“Village would close in three weeks…he had just enough time to rest, collect food for the return journey, and persuade Kira to come with him.”

Speak
By Laurie Halse Anderson
Genre:  

         fiction
         young adult
Setting: 


high school

freshman year

2000’s
Protagonist:

14-yr.-old Melinda 
Main conflict:

          character vs. character
Plot summary:

Divided into the marking periods of a school year, the novel begins on Melinda’s first day of high school.  No one will sit with her on the bus. At school, students call her names and harass her.  Her best friends from junior high scatter to different cliques.  She is alone and mute, and there is a reason she won’t speak… 

Best described as:


“quirky”


“realistic”


“easy to relate to”

Passages:

“We fall into clans: Jocks, Country Clubbers, Idiot Savants, Cheerleaders, Human Waste, Eurotrash, Future Fascists of America, Big Hair Chix, the Marthas, Suffering Artists, Thespians, Goths, and Shredders.  I am clanless.”
“When people don't express themselves, they die one piece at a time. You'd be shocked at how many adults are really dead inside -- walking through their days with no idea who they are, just waiting for a heart attack or cancer or a Mack truck to come along and finish the job. It's the saddest thing I know."
Ellen Foster

By Kaye Gibbons

Genre:

          coming-of age

          narrative; fiction

Setting:


deep South


backwoods/rural


mid-to-late 1970’s

Protagonist:


Ellen Foster, age 11

Main conflict:


character vs. family

Plot summary:

Ellen Foster tells her story of growing up in an abusive home, coping with death, and being bounced from foster homes to the homes of relatives.  As an eleven-year-old orphan, she survives through determination, honesty, and a genuine sense of humor.  She and her black best friend Starletta learn about race, gender, class, and love.

Best described as:


“captivating”


“endearing”

Passages:

“When I was little I would think of ways to kill my daddy.  I would figure it out this or that way and run it down through my head until it got easy.”

“That is why I think I am somebody now because I said by damn this is how it is going to be and before I knew it I had a new mama.”

“Well I came to your house so much because I did not want to be with my daddy and mostly because I like you so much.”
