Les Miserables






Name :_______________

Type 4: Choice Writing Assignment

Rough Draft due: _______ 

Final Draft due: ________
Choose only ONE of the options below. Assignment should be a minimum of three or maximum of five, full, double spaced paragraphs. Use the proper format for whatever medium you choose for an assignment. The purpose of all choices is to reveal the true nature of the characters through insightful, creative interpretation. Use a tone and word choice appropriate for the character and time period.
1. Write a journal entry in which you are one of the characters reflecting upon the connection of at least 3 of the following topics:  heroism, a person’s conscience, how suffering can be positive, poverty, prison, the power of love, and self-sacrifice.  Relate the ideas to events so far in the story.

2. You are Fantine.  Write a detailed letter you plan to give Cosette one day.  Explain why you had to leave her with strangers and what you have had to sacrifice for her.

3. Write two interior monologues that reveal what both Jean Valjean and Javert are thinking and feeling at Fantine’s deathbed.  An interior monologue chronicles the personal, internal, emotional thoughts and feelings of a character.

4. You are the old man Fauchelevent who was caught under the cart.  Write a detailed thank you letter to the mayor.  Explain what your life had been like before the accident and how it has been since and how your perceptions have been changed.

5. Write a memorial speech for Fantine at her funeral.  Include details about her life, and use poetic devices (repetition, metaphor, tone, imagery, etc.) in the speech.

6. Write a scene that shows how Jean Valjean escaped the first time after Javert arrested him.  Use your knowledge of characters and setting to create a realistic account.

7. Predict what happened when Jean Valjean rescued Cosette from the clutches of the Thènardiers.  Write an accurate scene that reflects realistic events and actions based on what has already been revealed about the characters.

Focus Correction Areas:


Development:
1.   Details:  the piece contains strong details and facts from Les Mis; it shows

       careful reading and organization.  



    (30 points)

2. Accuracy:  the piece accurately reflects setting, character, plot, and/or theme

(choose categories appropriate for your genre and prompt).  (30 points)

3. Style/voice:  the piece has a voice and style particular to the speaker and

  the medium you are writing in.  



    (10 points)


Conventions:   4.   Mechanics:  the piece is free of all punctuation errors.                   (15 points)

                                        5.   Spelling:  the piece is free of all spelling errors. 


   (15 points)

Peer Editing 




Name of writer:  _____________________






    Name of editor:  _____________________
1. Read the rough draft out loud to yourself and/or to your partner without stopping.  Make corrections and comments as you go.  Then, answer the following questions.

2.  Which part of the writing do you find most interesting?  Why?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3.  What are the purposes of this piece (to inform, persuade, express, entertain)?  Why?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

4.  Please suggest at least two specific things that the writer might do to improve the piece.  For example, you might suggest that the writer add more idea development, details, better spelling, more interesting vocabulary, clearer transitions, more control of commas, fewer stringy/long sentences, cut out a section, re-order the ideas, less repetition, and so on.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Rate on a 5 (strongest) to 1 (weakest). Let the writer know if the piece of writing…

_______ Contains an interesting lead
_______ Has several fluid paragraphs, likely in chronological order 

_______ Connects paragraphs with transition words/phrases (paragraphs indented)

_______ Includes vivid adjectives and lively verbs; sophisticated vocabulary

_______ Has a personality (style, humor, wit, sarcasm, likeability, or originality)

_______ Has sensory and action details where appropriate

_______ Does not have sentence run-ons or fragments

_______ Has capital letters for names, titles, particular places, start of sentences…

_______ Has commas for pauses, semi-colons for strong pauses, and colons before lists

_______ Uses apostrophes only in possessive nouns (my mother’s diagnosis)

_______ Has no “confused words” on the FCA “givens” list

_______ Has decent spelling (Spell check and read it over with someone!)

_______ Does not have incorrectly capitalized, punctuated, or tagged dialogue (if included in  

               the piece).

