Name:  ________________________________

Overcoming Adversity Research & Oral Presentation
Description 
· We have read several short stories and books in which the main character has had to overcome problems in order to succeed, survive, or move on.  
· Now, you will research a famous person (alive or dead) who has faced and overcome obstacles during his or her life.  This person has found success and contributed something important to society.
· These obstacles might include a handicap, poverty, abuse, neglect, disease, prejudice, loss, or other challenges.  
· The four areas to focus on are the following:
1. Who is/was this person, and what are important facts about his/her life? (background info.) ~ 1 min 
1. What are major obstacles this person faced?  (adversity) ~2 min.
1. How did he or she deal with/overcome the obstacles? (methods) ~1-2 min.
1. What did this person contribute to society or how did s/he influence others? (impact) ~1 min 

Requirements/Procedure
1. Take notes on each of the four topics—background, obstacles, methods, and impact.  You should write bulleted information on at least ten note cards per student.  I will check your cards and will not accept anything but handwritten notes. 
1. Use extra note cards to write down your three (or more) bibliographical sources.  By the due date, you need to hand in a typed bibliography (works cited).
1. Choose which format you will use for your oral presentation.  ALL RESEARCHED INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  NEVER CUT AND PASTE SOMEONE ELSE’S WORK FROM A SITE ONLINE RIGHT ONTO A DOCUMENT, POWERPOINT SLIDE, OR POSTER!
1. Note:  YouTube does work on the teacher computers, so you will be able to stream a video clip, if desired, during your presentation.
1. The presentation requirement is 5 minutes for one presenter and 9-10 minutes (split evenly) for two presenters. The media portion can be no more than 60-90 seconds of the overall presentation.

Oral Presentation Choices
1. You, or you and a partner, could present the information on the person you studied as a  PowerPoint show.  
· Add sounds and images to keep your audience’s interest. 
· Make sure you take turns introducing each PowerPoint slide.  Do not read every word that is already on each slide.  Use each slide as a starting point.
· Do not include too many words on any one slide, and make sure the fonts are legible.  Print out your slides so that you do not have to read from the screen.
· You can pause during (or after) your presentation to involve the audience:  answer their questions or ask them a few questions.
· To download music\sound file:
· Find location of the music\sound file that you downloaded.
· Once the music\sound file is located, right click and “copy”.
· Go to “My Computer” to locate the removable USB device. Open device, right click and “paste” music\sound file.  Sound files need to be saved on the flashdrive!
· Close removable USB device window before removing.

2. You and a partner could present the information as a talk show. 
· One of you could be the person researched, and the other could be an interviewer.  Talk about the subject’s life and how he/she persevered. 
· You could dress, talk, and act like an interviewer and his/her subject. 
· You could have friends in the audience who ask you questions too. 
· Add a visual aid (or two) to your presentation.  Figure out a way to USE it during the presentation.  Examples are as follows:  poster, costume, video, music, art, chart, map, props, etc.

3. You, or you and a partner, can present the information aloud as a children’s story.
· Look at all the information on your note cards, and turn it into an understandable short story about the subject’s life.  
· The life story should be easy-to-read and interesting.  Your audience is children.  Use color illustrations, add rhyme, and creative language.  The message, or theme, is how people can overcome adversity
· Read the story to the class (approx. 5 minutes).  If you have a partner, then share the reading.  Display illustrations on posters for the audience to see.  Have a question & answer session at the end.

Rubric for grading (See formal rubric)  Your presentation will be assessed based on these criteria:  
4. Organization of information (10+ handwritten note cards), 
4. Content of information (details enough for a 5(+) minute presentation),
4. Delivery of information (the oral presentation),
4. Visual aid (slides, costumes, posters, music, etc.), 
4. Typed bibliography (works cited) of at least three different sources (to hand in).

Gale Biography in Context

1. From www.google.com, type in “Town of Amesbury.”  Click on Amesbury High School.
1. Click on the Library Media Center.   This is the Amesbury High School Library page.
1. Select Reference DB from the pink bar at the top of the page or Reference Databases from the grey bar at the left hand side of the page.
1. Scroll to InfoTrac/Gale Group and select.
1. Scroll toward the bottom to find Gale Biography in Context (picture of JFK), and click on it.
1. Type in the full name of the person you are researching.  Check the spelling!
1. Select the correct person from the list that evolves.  Some people have the same name!
1. Review the documents by clicking on the correct name and scanning the entries.
1. The option to email or print is given at the left hand side of the page.  Sometimes you must highlight what you want to print, and then choose to print “selection” once you command the computer to print.  This prevents the edges of the document from getting cut off.
1. The source citation is given at the bottom of the page.  This will help you with the works cited page.  Remember, you must use three different sources.  A “Gale Biography in Context” database entry counts as one.  You may also use a book, encyclopedia, magazine, newspaper, online encyclopedia like Grolier.  Do not use Wikipedia.
