Research Paper Handout #1
Writing a Thesis Statement
Ask these questions:
What is it?
A thesis statement is a strong statement that you can prove with evidence. It is not a simple statement of fact. A thesis statement should be the product of your own critical thinking after you have done some research. Your thesis statement will be the main idea of your entire project. It can also be thought of as the angle or point of view from which you present your material.  
When do I write it?
You will develop a thesis statement about your research topic after you have written a Statement of Purpose and done some actual research into the topic. You will then present your thesis statement in your introduction, prove it with evidence in the body of your paper, project, or presentation, and finally restate it along with a summary of your evidence in your conclusion. 
How do I write it?
· Look again at your Statement of Purpose
· Look at the kinds of information you have been finding while taking notes.
· Decide what kind of statement you have enough evidence to prove.
(Be sure that you have done enough research to make a strong argument. You may be challenged.)
· Write that as your thesis statement.
There are many ways to approach writing a thesis statement.

Just make sure that it is not simple a fact and that you can support it with good evidence from reliable sources.
Here are some ways to approach it:
· Define a problem and state your opinion about it 
· Discuss the current state of an issue or problem and predict how it might resolve 
· Put forth a possible solution to a problem 
· Look at an issue/topic from a new, interesting perspective 
· Theorize how the world might be different today if something had/had not happened in the past 
· Compare two or more of something similar and give your rating about them (cars, authors, computers, colleges, books) 
· Put out your ideas about how something was influenced to be the way it is or was (music, art, political leadership, genocide) 

What does it look like?
Look at some of the examples from the Statement of Purpose tip sheet and turn them into some possible thesis statements. These are all totally hypothetical. 



	Statement of Purpose
	Possible thesis statement

	"I want to learn about what has influenced the music of 50 cent."
	The music of 50 cent has been heavily influenced by… (you fill in the blank).

	"I want to find out some ways to stop teen gang activity."
	Teen gang activity in the United States can be stopped by a combined approach which consists of supervised youth programs, more job availability, and closer family relationships.
or
Teenage gang activity can only be stopped with early education in the public school systems.

	"I want to know how close we are to a cure for AIDS."
	Although much research has gone into finding a cure for the AIDS virus, we are no closer to a real cure than we were when the disease first became known.
or
After years of research , scientists are on the verge of discovering a cure for the AIDS virus.

	"I want to know why Christians and Muslims fought so hard with each other during the middle ages."
	Even though Christians and Muslims were supposedly fighting for religious dominance in the medieval world, their motives were strongly affected by the desire for land and economic power.
or
Medieval Christians and Muslims were fighting exclusively for deeply held religious beliefs.



There is more than one way to write a thesis statement, depending on what you find out in your research and what your position is.

Choose one type of claim to make about your topic: 
	Claim of Policy – an existing policy needs to be changed/a nonexistent policy needs to be initiated
	Claim of Truth – something that has been contested is proven to be either true or untrue
	Claim of Value – a position, movement, belief, policy, etc. is proven to have value or not have value










Research Paper Handout #2             Name: _______________________ Date: _________ Block: ______
Essay Organizer: FOCUSING YOUR POINTS
BASIC OUTLINE FORMAT
Paragraph One: Introduction (Establish a claim)
Thesis: (State the claim and three reasons – topic+claim+reasons) – What are you trying to prove?: 
Topic:_____________________________________ should/should not; will/will not; is/is not _______________________________________________because____________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph Two: Body 1
Reason #1: What is the first reason this claim is true/false; has value/has no value; should be changed/shouldn’t be changed… ______________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph Three: Body 2
Reason #2: What is the second reason this claim is true/false; has value/has no value; should be changed/shouldn’t be changed… ______________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph Four: Body 3
Reason #3: What is the third reason this claim is true/false; has value/has no value; should be changed/shouldn’t be changed… ______________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph Five: Rebuttal
What is the major opposition to your claim? ______________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph Six: Conclusion


You will now reread the articles and begin to gather evidence that supports each of your three reasons established above. You will need a variety of supporting evidence: statistics, expert opinion, and anecdotes. 
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Research Paper: Handout #6
Sample Outline Format							Name: __________________
									Date: ________ Block:_____
TITLE: _______________________________________
I. Introduction
Thesis Statement(Topic+claim+reasons): Regulation is needed because drivers using phones are seriously
impaired and laws on negligent and reckless driving are not sufficient to punish offenders.
I. The FIRST reason/sub-topic: Drivers are impaired = Cell phones have caused traffic deaths and injuries.
1. First statement/point: Cell phones were implicated in three fatal accidents in November 1999 alone.
1. Evidence: Early in November, two-year-old Morgan Pena was killed by a driver distracted by his cell phone (Bell 157).
a. Significance: Innocent victims are falling prey to unsafe driving
2. Evidence: corrections officer Shannon Smith, who was guarding prisoners by the side of the road, was killed by a woman distracted by a phone call (Hart 13).
a. Significance: Even visible obstacles are not recognized by distracted drivers
A. Second statement/point: Expert testimony, public opinion, and even cartoons suggest that driving while phoning is dangerous.
1. Evidence: Frances Bents, an expert on the relation between cell phones and accidents, estimates that between 450 and 1,000 crashes a year have some connection to cell phone use (“Road Rage”).
3. Significance: With the increased usage of cell phones, the numbers of crashes will only increase. In addition, there are many more “fender-benders” that occur that are not included
4. Evidence: Eighty-seven percent of people polled said that cell phones affect a driver’s ability, and 	forty percent reported having close calls with drivers distracted by phones (Smith np).
a. Significance: People recognize the dangers but don’t restrict their own cell phone usage – regulation is needed
II. The SECOND reason/sub-topic: Drivers are more distracted by cell phone use than they realize, leading to a sense of false confidence.
	A.  First statement/point: Drivers have a shorter attention span while using their phones than inebriated drivers.
		1. Evidence: In 2005, California Highway Safety Department initiated a study that showed sixty-seven 			percent of drivers using phones while driving failed a safety test compared to fifty-eight percent of 			drivers who had three alcoholic drinks (Brinkman 67). 
4. Significance: Drivers often do not even realize the extent of their incapacity because not enough studies have been published warning of the mental impact of cell phone use while driving.
		2. Evidence: Studies on brain function show that a brain can only focus on one task at a time. The 			amount of concentration driving needs does not leave any resource to perform another task 				simultaneously (Abram 3).
4. Significance: People often brag about the ability to multi-task. However, according to research, the human brain is incapable of this ability. Therefore, drivers using cell phones are depleting their mental capacity needed to safely operate a car if they are on their phones.

B. Second statement/point: ________________________________________________
		1. Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
		2. Evidence: ________________________________________________
			     a.  Significance: _____________________________________
III. The THIRD reason/sub-topic:____________________________________________________
		A.  First statement: ________________________________________________
			1.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
			2.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
B. Second statement/point: ________________________________________________
			1.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
			     a.  Significance: _____________________________________
	2. Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
IV. The REBUTTAL – opposing viewpoint: Some groups have argued that state traffic laws make legislation regulating cell phone use unnecessary.
A. Objection one:  Laws on traffic safety vary from state to state, and drivers distracted by cell phones can get off with light punishment even when they cause fatal accidents
       			1. Rebuttal: Not all states have these laws, and when drivers go across state lines, the 					expectation and punishment changes. This creates inconsistency for drivers and lawmakers.
B.  Objection two:  ________________________________________________
      			 1. Rebuttal: _______________________________________________________________
C. Objection three:  ________________________________________________
       			1. Rebuttal: _______________________________________________________________

Conclusion: 
Restatement of Opinion: Because of mounting public awareness of the dangers of drivers distracted by phones, state legislators must begin to take the problem seriously.
Powerful Ending: _____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________




Research Paper Handout #7						Name: __________________
Full Outline Format							Date: ________ Block:_____
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO FILL IN EVERY SPACE ON THIS SHEET – USE AS MANY POINTS AND SUPPORTS AS YOU NEED TO BE EFFECTIVE. USE THE SAMPLE OUTLINE AS A GUIDE FOR THE PLACEMENT OF INFORMATION.				
TITLE: _______________________________________
I. Introduction
Introductory Statement (shocking information, statistic, observation, or anecdote related to the topic): __________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Background Information About Topic and Controversy: __________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis: Main Transition Sentence to Bodies (State the claim and three reasons – topic+claim+reasons): 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
II. The FIRST reason/sub-topic: __________________________________________________________________
	A.  First statement/point: __________________________________________________________________
		1.  Evidence: _____________________________________________________________________
Significance: ______________________________________________________________
	*OPTIONAL 2.  Evidence: _________________________________________________________________________
4. Significance: _____________________________________
B.  Second statement/point: ________________________________________________
		1.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
	*OPTIONAL 2.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
III. The SECOND reason/sub-topic: __________________________________________________
	A.  First statement/point: ________________________________________________
		1. Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
	*OPTIONAL 2. Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________


	B.  Second statement/point: ________________________________________________
		1. Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
	*OPTIONAL 2. Evidence: ________________________________________________
			a.  Significance: _____________________________________
IV. The THIRD reason/sub-topic: ____________________________________________________
	A.  First statement: ________________________________________________
		1.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
	*OPTIONAL 2.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
	B.  Second statement/point: ________________________________________________
		1.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
			a.  Significance: _____________________________________
	*OPTIONAL 2.  Evidence: ________________________________________________
a. Significance: _____________________________________
V.   Rebuttal
Topic Sentence: _____________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________
Objection one: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
	Rebuttal: _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Objection two: ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
	Rebuttal: _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Objection three: __________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
	Rebuttal: ___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

VI.   Conclusion
Restatement of Opinion: ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Powerful Ending: _____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Research Paper Handout #8
Sample Title Page
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Research Paper Handout #9
Work Cited

Log on to NoodleTools.com or EasyBib.com
Choose Free version
Enter information from sources used in your paper
Print as a Word document (save a copy!) 
Attach as last page of research paper

DO NOT ADD ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT IS NOT PRE-FORMATTED BY THE PROGRAM. THIS INCLUDES NAME, DATE, AND PAGE NUMBER. 
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