West Side Story Study Guide

1. What happens during the opening of the novel?

2. Why do the Jets dislike the Sharks so much?

3. How does Tony feel about going to the dance with Riff?

4. Who does Tony work for? Why is Tony working for him (i.e. what is he trying accomplish in his life)?

5. What ethnicity are Maria and Anita?

6. What are Maria and Anita doing at the shop?

7. What does Maria ask Anita to do?

8. Who is Bernardo?

9. What happens at the dance between Maria and Tony?

10. How does Bernardo react when he sees Maria and Tony together at the dance?

11. What does Riff challenge Bernardo to at the dance?

12. What are the terms of the War Council?

13. Who is Anybody’s? Why does she have this name?

14. Why do the Jets not like Officer Krupke? What view does he have of the gang?

15. What does Tony challenge the two gangs to do when he meets them after being with Maria?
16. Maria asks Tony to do what in the bridal shop?
17. What happens when Tony tries to stop the fight? Describe in detail.
18. How does Maria react when she learns of the outcome of the fight?
19. What do Tony and Maria decide to do after the fight?
20. What happens to Anita in the drugstore?
21. Who intervenes in the drugstore on behalf of Anita?
22. What does Anita tell the Jets?
23. What happens to Tony after he hears the news from Anita? (This should be a couple of sentences)
24. Who shoots the gun?
25. At the end of the story, why doesn’t Maria use the gun?
