WORDS COMMONLY CONFUSED
1. ACCEPT-to receive    ex: He accepts defeat well.
EXCEPT-to take or leave out 
ex: Please take all the books off the shelf except for the red one.
2. ADVICE is a noun that means guidance.  ex.:  What advice would you give me about my problem?
ADVISE is a verb that means to recommend or to offer guidance.  ex.: The teacher advised the student to study hard for the upcoming test.
3. AFFECT-to influence 
ex: Lack of sleep affects the quality of your work.

EFFECT-n., result, v., to accomplish    ex: The subtle effect of the lighting made the room look ominous. 
ex: Can the university effect such a change without disrupting classes?
4. A LOT (two words)-many.   ex.: There are a lot of books on the shelf.
ALOT (one word)-Not the correct form.

5. ALL READY-prepared 
ex: Dinner was all ready when the guests arrived.
ALREADY-by this time 
ex: The turkey was already burned when the guests arrived.
6. ALL RIGHT- All correct or appropriate    ex.: The boy said, “I’m all right!” after he fell off his bike.
ALRIGHT- unacceptable spelling of “all right”
7. ALTOGETHER-entirely
 ex: Altogether, I thought that the student's presentation was well planned.
ALL TOGETHER-gathered, with everything in one place       ex: We were all together at the family reunion.
8. CAPITAL-seat of government. also financial resources. 
ex: The capital of Virginia is Richmond.
ex: The firm had enough capital to build the new plant.
CAPITOL-the actual building in which the legislative body meets    ex: The capitol is being renovated this year.
9. CITE-to quote or document    ex: I cited ten quotes from the same author in my paper.
SIGHT-vision 
    ex: The sight of the American flag arouses different emotions in different parts of the world.
SITE-position or place 
ex: The new office building was built on the site of a cemetery.
10. COMPLEMENT-noun, something that completes; verb, to complete   ex: A nice, cold glass of milk complements an Oreo cookie.
COMPLIMENT-noun, praise; verb, to praise    ex: The professor complimented Betty on her paper.
11. CONSCIENCE-sense of right and wrong 
  ex: The student's conscience kept him from cheating on the exam.
CONSCIOUS-awake 
ex: I was conscious when the burglar entered the house.
12. COUNCIL-a group that consults or advises      ex: The council voted in favor of an outdoor concert in their town.
COUNSEL-to advise 
ex: The parole officer counseled the convict before he was released.
13. DESERT – to abandon; or a dry, sandy region    ex.: Don’t desert the sinking ship!  ex.: Camels are frequently used in desert travel.
DESSERT – a sweet edible following a meal      ex.: I have no dessert for this evening’s meal.
14. FEWER - a smaller number and the number can be counted.   Ex.: There are fewer pencils in the drawer than there are pens.
LESS - a smaller amount.   ex.: His balloon has less air in it than my balloon does.
15. GOOD means having the proper qualities. ex.: I had a very good day today. 

WELL means in an excellent or proper manner.  ex.: I did very well on the exam today. 
16. ITS-of or belonging to it 
   ex: The baby will scream as soon as its mother walks out of the room.
IT'S-contraction for it is 
   ex: It's a beautiful day in the neighborhood.
17. LEAD- to guide or to begin (v); or a type of metal (n)   ex: Did you lead the geese back to the pond?
LED-verb, past tense of the verb "to lead"    ex: She led the campers on an over-night hike.
18. LIE-to lie down (a person or animal. hint: people can tell lies)    ex: I have a headache, so I'm going to lie down for a while. (also lying, lay, has/have lain—ex. The dog has lain in the shade all day; yesterday, the dog lay there for twelve hours).
LAY-to lay an object down; is positioned.   ex: "Lay down that shotgun, Pappy!" The sheriff demanded of the crazed moonshiner.   ex: The town lay at the foot of the mountain. (also laying, laid, has/have laid—ex. At that point, Pappy laid the shotgun on the ground).
19. LOSE--verb, to misplace or not win ex: Don’t lose that new lunchbox!
LOOSE--adjective, to not be tight; verb (rarely used)--to release  ex: The burglar's pants were so loose that he tripped while running away.    ex: While awaiting trial, he was never set loose from jail.
20. PASSED-verb, past tense of to pass, to have moved    ex: The tornado passed through the city quickly, but it caused great damage.
PAST-belonging to a former time or place    ex: Who was the past president of Microsquish Computers? 
ex: Go past the fire station and turn right.
21. QUIET - silence (n.) or it means to silence (v.)  ex.: I expect quiet in the classroom.
QUIT - to stop (v.)   ex.: If you quit now, you will not achieve your goals.
QUITE - truly or considerably (adv.)   ex.: That is quite a beautiful picture you drew.
22. STATIONARY-standing still       ex: The accident was my fault because I ran into a stationary object.
STATIONERY-writing paper       ex: My mother bought me stationery that was on recycled paper.
23. THAN-use with comparisons     ex: I would rather go out to eat than eat at the dining hall.
THEN-at that time, or next        ex: I studied for my exam for seven hours, and then I went to bed.
24. THEIR-possessive form of they   ex: Their house is at the end of the block.
THERE-indicates location (hint: think of "here and there")  ex: There goes my chance of winning the lottery!
THEY'RE-contraction for "they are"   ex: They're in Europe for the summer--again!

25. THROUGH-by means of; finished; into or out of   ex: He plowed right through the other team's defensive line.
THREW-past tense of throw   ex: She threw away his love letters.
THOROUGH-careful or complete   ex: John thoroughly cleaned his room until it was spotless.
THOUGH-however; nevertheless   ex: He's really a sweetheart though he looks tough on the outside.
THRU-abbreviated slang for through; not appropriate in standard writing   
26. TO-toward   ex: I went to the University of Richmond.
TOO-also, or excessively   ex: He drank too much juice and got a stomachache.
TWO-a number  ex: Only two students did not turn in the assignment.

27. WHO-pronoun, referring to a person or persons     ex: Jane wondered how Jack, who is so smart, could be having difficulties in Calculus.
WHICH-pronoun, replacing a singular or plural thing(s); not used to refer to persons      ex: Which section of the auditorium are you seated in?
THAT-used to refer to things or a group or class of people     ex: I lost the book that I bought last week.
28. WEATHER - to endure (v.) or atmospheric conditions (n.)    ex.: Today’s weather report sounds positive.
WHETHER - if (conj.)     ex.: It doesn’t matter to me whether you go or stay.
29. WHO-used as a subject or as a subject complement    ex: John is the man who can get the job done.
WHOM-used as an object    ex: Whom did Sarah choose as her replacement?
30. WHO'S - a contraction of who (pron.) and is (v.)   ex.: Who’s going to the restaurant tonight?
WHOSE - "of or relating to whom or which esp. as possessor or possessors" (adj.) ex.: Whose socks are these?
31. YOUR - "of or relating to you or yourself esp. as possessor or possessors" (adj.) ex.: Your mother is calling you.
YOU'RE - a contraction of you (pron.) and are (v.)  ex.: You’re a great friend to drive me home!
