Five Major Themes of American Romanticism
1. Intuition (“The truth of the heart”) is more trustworthy than reason. 

Example: Girl falls in love with the rebel type. Her mind tells her “no”, but her heart says “yes.” The romantic would say she should follow her heart and date the “bad” boy.

2. To express a deeply felt experience is more valuable than to elaborate universal principles. 

Example: It would be more important to a romantic to tell a story about his Grandpa teaching him to be proud to be an American through respecting the American flag, and how to treat the American flag rather than someone just telling him to be proud to be an American.

3. The individual is at the center of life, and God is at the center of the individual; in other words everyone has God within them… SO, everyone can be Godlike.

4. Nature is an array of physical symbols from which knowledge of the supernatural can be intuited. 

Example: When you were walking down a path, you came to a fork in the path. Standing there you couldn’t decide which path to choose: the path to the left or the path to the right. As you were pondering, a rabbit jumped out of a bush and hopped down the left path. If you were a Romantic, you would interpret this as God telling you to take the left path. 

5. We should aspire to the ideal, to changing what is, to what ought to be. 
Example: Martin Luther King Jr. lived his life fighting for African Americans’ equal rights.
