The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Letter to the School Board



Assignment: Let’s imagine that Huckleberry Finn was being challenged in our school district. The school committee asked for letters stating opinions on the matter. Write a persuasive letter to the board that Huck Finn be removed from the Amesbury School District’s reading list, or, give reasons why it should remain in place.  You may focus on the importance of reading it because it allows us to see picture of the 1840’s and slavery (however incomplete) that contains more verisimilitude than a history book and allows at least for a discussion of race and language.  You may discuss the importance of understanding tone and satire, because if we don’t understand ironic tone, we miss many arguments and ideas in our life. You may argue the book should not be included because it is too racist, offensive or the dialect is not accessible for today’s readers.  Attempt to persuade the board members with your words.



FCAs
· Proper formatting – 10 points
· Business letter format (see example)
· 400-600 words (word count listed)
· Typed/Double Spaced
· Adherence to English conventions – 10 points
· Concise, clear, interesting paragraphs that begin with a strong topic statement (in bold) – 50 points
· References to specific elements/scenes of the text – 15 points
· Use of rhetorical, persuasive devices – 15 points





DUE DATE: ______________________


















	




3 Mason Street
Amesbury, MA 01913

May 1, 2012

Mr. Thatcher Kezer
School Committee Chair
5 Highland Street
Amesbury, MA 01913

Dear School Committee Members,

As a teacher of sophomore English at Amesbury High School, I am deeply concerned about The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn’s placement in the curriculum. I included the novel in my class this year, and the experience showed me the problems of such material. I am aware of both the controversy and the refutations of that controversy and tried to offer both in the classroom. Students, however, failed to grasp the meaning of Mark Twain’s satirical pen–whether he was intentional or not–and the “deeper” meaning of the novel passed by. Students then were left with what they saw on the written page. Because of this experience, I have three main reasons why I believe the novel should not be taught.    

                  The novel fails to measure up to the accepted standard of good literature. I understand that we all have different measures of what makes a good book, but I find it difficult to believe that Huck Finn fits anyone’s definition. While it may be an exciting adventure of a boy escaping from “sivilization,” the novel is filled with flat characters with little development. Pap is the always- evil father without any human qualities. The King and the Duke, two men pivotal to the progress of the plot, are typical con men that we have seen countless times before. Huck Finn himself, the boy around whom controversy swells, is as distant to his readers as freedom is to him. These plain, flat characters make it difficult to see the noteworthiness of this novel.

                  The novel reinforces negative stereotypes of African-Americans. While I shudder to be lumped into the same category of countless others who have preceded me, I cannot sit silent on this matter. Huck Finn is filled with derogatory words, commentary, and characterization of blacks. I do welcome discussion of racial matters in my class, but the book does not provide for intelligent dialogue, or helpful discussions to develop ideas; rather, it encourages anger and arguments and hurt feelings. Twain’s portrayal of Jim is nothing more than a minstrel buffoonery for the enjoyment of white audiences. Because of this, students cannot see past the author’s comedy to feel the pain of the deeper message: that blacks were not treated as humans in the South.

                  Our school population does not reflect a diverse enough class to have proper discussions on racial matters. At this time, our school does not have the opportunity of a culturally-diverse population that would make discussions of race helpful. Our classes are filled with mostly white students who lack the experience and sensitivity to discuss what it is like to be the target of discrimination. Until this changes, a study of Huck Finn amounts to little more than simply watching an episode of “Roots” during a Civil Rights unit.

                  Please consider the matter that I have presented to you. I am willing to work with the District in selecting another choice to fill the void left if Huck Finn is removed. I believe that all students will benefit from this action.
 
Sincerely,




Danielle Mason
Teacher, Language Arts
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