Name________________________________________________________	Date_______________
Inherit the Wind:
Reader Response Questions – Act 1

Directions: Answer each of the following questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.  Your answers must be more than a sentence or two to receive full credit.  You are to work on your own.

1. What is the basis of the conflict between Bert Cates and the town of Hillsboro?






2. Describe the town’s receptions of Matthew Harrison Brady and that of Henry Drummond.  Why are they so different?






3. E.K. Hornbeck is the famous writer from the Baltimore Herald. What do you think his function in the play is?






4. Why does Cates almost quit, admit he was wrong, and then decide to continue with the case? What (or who) changes his mind?






5. Discuss the motivations of each lead attorney. 







Name___________________________________________________________	Date_______________
Inherit the Wind:
Reader Response Questions – Act II

Please answer each question thoughtfully and thoroughly.  A one to two sentence answer will NOT suffice. 

1. For what purpose has the defense brought in fifteen noted scientists and great thinkers to Hillsboro? How does the court rule regarding their testimony? Why was the judge’s decision legal?








2. What motivates both Brady and Drummond? Why is each interested in the case?








3. Why does Drummond put Brady on the stand? What does he have to gain and lose?








4. What do you think Drummond meant when he said, “An idea is a greater monument than a cathedral”? (p.83)









Name___________________________________________________________	Date_______________
Inherit the Wind:
Reader Response Questions – Post-Reading

Directions: Choose four out of the seven to respond to.  A 1-2 sentence answer will not suffice.  Please use specific details from the text to support your answer.

1. What is the relevance of this play? Is it significant only as a historical play or does it have a more universal relevance?








2. Who really wins Bert Cates’ trial? Defend your opinion.










3. In Act 2, scene 1 (p. 60), Brady and Drummond are left alone on the play form where Reverend Brown has just finished his sermon. Re-read their lines below:
Brady: “We were good friends once.  I was always glad of your support. What happened between us? There used to be a mutuality of understanding and admiration.  Why is it, my old friend, that you have moved so far away from me?
Drummond: “All motion is relative.  Perhaps it was you who have moved away – by standing still.”
Why are they now in such bitter conflict? Why has Brady “stood still” and how has Drummond “moved so far away”?





4. How is the town of Hillsboro as much on trial as Bert Cates? In a wider sense, is anything or anyone else on trial?







5. In the prologue of the play, Jerome Lawrence and Robert Lee, the playwrights, wrote that “The stage directions set the time as ‘Not too long ago.’  It might have been yesterday.  It could be tomorrow.”  Reflect upon what you think these men mean.







6. What does Rachel mean, universally, when she states on page 111:
“I haven’t really thought very much.  I was always afraid of what I might think – so it seemed safer not to think at all.  But now I know.  A thought it like a child inside our body.  It has to be born.  If it dies inside of you, part of you dies, too! Maybe what Mr. Darwin wrote is bad.  I don’t know.  Bad or good, it doesn’t make any difference.  The ideas have to come out – like children.  Some of ‘em healthy as a bean plant, some sickly.  I think the sickly ideas die mostly, don’t you, Bert?”








7. Explain the relevance to E.K. Hornbeck’s speech on page 108 when he states that “something happens to an Also-Ran. Something happens to the feet of a man who always comes in second in a foot-race.”

