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ANALYTICAL ESSAY RUBRIC
	
CONTENT
	Exemplary (4)
Writing consistently includes thoughtful ideas.
	Proficient (3)
Writing includes thoughtful ideas.
	Limited (2)
Writing is relevant.
	Deficient (1)
Writing is irrelevant. Information is limited and mainly inaccurate.

	Intro
	Introduction paragraph effectively moves from general to specific beginning with an interesting hook and a TAG if necessary.  The intro gives sufficient clear and concise background information on the topic.
	Intro paragraph moves from general to specific beginning with a hook and TAG if necessary.  The intro gives adequate background information on the topic.
	Intro paragraph may not move from general to specific.  A hook may be missing, or ineffective.  The background information does not give the reader a sufficient understanding of the topic.
	Intro paragraph does not move from general to specific.  There is no hook or TAG.  The background information is missing or is not related to the topic.

	Purpose and Thesis
	The central purpose of the writing is clear and drives the paper.  The thesis statement strongly asserts the writer’s stance, and the 3+ embedded supports make it clear where the rest of the paper will go.
	The purpose is evident to the reader.  The thesis statement is presented and embedded supports are included to outline where the rest of the paper will go.
	The purpose is recognizable, but not made explicitly clear to the reader.  The thesis may be unclear or reflect an observation rather than an argument.  Embedded supports may not be clear or fully included.
	The central purpose is very weak, unrecognizable, or not related to the task.  The thesis statement is missing and a lack of embedded supports make it unclear where the rest of the paper will go.

	Evidence
	The writer includes well-selected, poignant, and accurate details/evidence to support the argument.  Evidence is well-incoporated.
	The writer includes accurate and relevant details/evidence to support the argument that are adequately incorporated.
	The writer includes some important pieces of evidence, but there may be inaccuracies.  The incorporation of the evidence may be choppy.
	Evidence to support the argument is not included, not related, or not accurate.  Evidence is not cohesively incorporated.   

	Analysis
	Analysis of the evidence is insightful and thorough.  Analysis consistently relates back to the thesis or central argument.
	Analysis of the evidence is satisfactory and relates to the thesis or central argument.
	Analysis of the evidence may show gaps in understanding and may include errors.  Analysis does not consistently related back to the central argument.
	Analysis of the evidence is illogical.  There are errors in understanding and no connection is made back to the thesis.

	Conclusion
	Conclusion effectively reiterates the thesis and the main ideas of each of the body paragraphs.  Additionally, the writer is able to include an extension.
	Conclusion reiterates the thesis and the main ideas of each body paragraph.
	Conclusion is relevant, but does not effectively reiterate the thesis or points made in the body paragraphs.  It may introduce new ideas that are not related to the essay.
	Conclusion is irrelevant and does not make a clear connection back to the thesis or body paragraphs.  Information is not related to the central argument of the essay.


Comments:



	
ORGANIZATION & DEVELOPMENT

	Exemplary (4)
Writing is well-organized and develops logically.
	Proficient (3)
Writing is well-organized.
	Limited (2)
Writing shows limited organization
	Deficient (1)
Writing is disorganized

	Organization and development
	The writing demonstrates overall coherence and a logical flow and development of ideas.
	The writing is well-organized, uses clear topic sentences that relate to the introduction, and transitions between ideas. The writing demonstrates a coherent flow of ideas.
	The organization needs work in some areas and topic sentences may not connect to the framework laid out in the introduction. Transitions may be ineffective. The writing demonstrates an inconsistent logic that sometimes impedes the flow of ideas.
	The organization is illogical confuses the reader throughout the paper.  There may not be topic sentences or transitions. There is not clear or logical flow or development of ideas.


Comments:




	

MECHANICS & STYLE

	Exemplary (4)
Writing demonstrates excellent command of conventions of the written language and contains rich vocabulary.
	Proficient (3)
Demonstrates control of the conventions of the written language.
	Limited (2)
Conventions of the written language have many errors.
	Deficient (1)
Errors hinder understanding.

	Conventions
	The writing uses near perfect grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.
	Few errors of conventions are made, and they do not impede the reader’s understanding.
	There are many errors of conventions and they may affect meaning in several place.
	Significant errors of conventions impede the reader’s understanding.

	Voice & Word Choice
	The writer’s voice is clear, original, and effective; word choices are precise and rich.
	The writer’s voice is clear; word choices are appropriate.
	The writer’s voice may be weak in places; word choices may be awkward  or repetitive in places.
	The writer’s voice is weak throughout the paper and word choices are inappropriate or hinder the reader’s understanding. 

	Formatting/MLA
	Follows MLA format with no errors.
	Follows MLA format with few errors.
	MLA formatting is not consistently followed.
	Fails to meet MLA standards.


Comments:


Overall Score:____________________________
 (
Amesbury High School is committed to inspiring all its students to become problem solvers who take responsibility for themselves and their learning.  In fostering this quest for excellence, the AHS community will support and work together with integrity, modeling acceptance, collaboration, and respect.  School pride permeates the culture of AHS through time-tested traditions blended with student driven innovations and initiatives.
)

