1. About this lesson
· This lesson is based on the Tenement Museum located at 97 Orchard Street in New York City. 
· This lesson relates to US history in the late 1800s and early 1900s, urbanization and immigration, and fits into the Masssachusetts State Frameworks under the following:
· USII.2 – explain the important consequences of the Industrial Revolution
· C. the expansion of cities
· Describe 	the causes of the immigration ….and describe the major roles of these immigrants in the industrialization of America
· Measureable objectives
· Identify location on a map and analyze importance of location
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection
· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

2. Getting started, inquiry question
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_dKecubcjILM/SxL7QTY747I/AAAAAAAAAzI/hI9qP-b4t8s/s1600/standardtenementplan.jpg]
http://chewhatyoucallyourpasa.blogspot.com/2009_11_01_archive.html
Where would you find buildings with such floor plans?
Who would live in such buildings and what challenges did they face?
Look at the space in the middle between the stairs, what do you think that is?
3. Setting the stage
On the lower East Side of Manhattan is where many immigrants found homes in the late 19th century.  Mostly working class, the people of these ethnic enclaves faced many challenges.  With growth rates of more than fifty percent in the 1840s and 1850s (thirteen.org) .  At that time most immigrants were Irish or German, and later, Italians, Chinese, and Eastern European Jews would seek refuge in this area.  About half of the city’s population was made up of these tenement dwellers creating a population density of about 240,000 people per square mile (thirteen.org).   Most lived in tenements such as the one at 87 Orchard Street (b. 1864). Such tenements were usually 4-6 stories and supposed to hold about 20 families in the 3 room apartments. Conditions were overcrowded and unsanitary leading to overall unsafe lives for the tenants.  Most apartments held entire families as well as borders with up to 20 people living in the one small space.  Inside the buildings was dark and lacked proper ventilation.  Such conditions meant that sickness and crime flourished in on the lower East Side of New York.
http://www.thirteen.org/tenement/eagle.html 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/article_display.cfm?HHID=210

4. Locating the site: maps
[image: http://jaajo.fi/img/blogi/190410_131848_kartta_manhattan.jpg]
http://jaajo.fi/index.php?sivu=blogi2&id=95
1. Locate the lower East Side on this map of New York City.  What areas surround it?  Why is New York City divided up into so many different communities?
2. Locate the Lower East Side on the visual below.  Why would this area appeal to new immigrants?
[image: Image, Source: digital file from right half of original print]
http://www.thirteen.org/tenement/eagle.html


5. Determining the Facts – (*note- I had to hold down control and right click the links)
Reading #1 – from   thirteen.org – wnet/pbs
	The Tenement As History And Housing
by Ruth Limmer and Andrew S. Dolkart
The bulge of Manhattan now known as the Lower East Side was originally farm land. When it began to be developed for residences late in the 18th century, no law governed street layout. (That was not to happen until 1811.) If separate grids, with streets going in different directions, were conjoined, so be it.

Each block was further divided into individual lots, typically 25 feet wide by 100 feet deep, that were then sold or leased to owners or developers who generally erected single-family row houses on them.

They were fine, almost generous, so long as the City was of medium size and its residents lived in row houses. But soon enough a swift influx of population required not single-family houses but multiple dwellings. Now, on the lot which had been designed for a single row houses, a building inhabited by 20 or more families rose five, even six, stories high. 

[bookmark: lower]
The Lower East Side
The area surrounding the Tenement Museum was built up - primarily with masonry row houses - early in the 19th century. Most of the land had been owned by just two people: Hendrick Rutgers held the property south of what is now Division Street; James Delancey (or de Lancey) owned the land to the north. Here too, when the district was laid out, two non-aligning grids abutted each other, with the Rutgers' land having long streets running generally east/west and the Delancey property's long streets running north/south.

In the 1840's and 1950's, just as more and more of the original dwellers on the Rutgers and Delancey lands moved fashionably north with other affluent New Yorkers, immigrants began to flow into the City. In the decade of the 1840's, the population of the City increased by more than 60 percent, from 312,710 to 515,547; the following decade brought the population up to 813,669, an additional 58 percent.

The newcomers were largely Irish (forced to emigrate because of the Great Famine) and German (many of whom left following the Revolution of 1848). Both groups settled on the Rutgers/Delancey grids, with the Germans centering themselves in the area north of Division Street and east of the Bowery (including Orchard Street) in what became known as Kleindeutschland ("Little Germany"), where they moved into housing built as multiple dwellings or converted from row houses.

By 1843, the Association for Improving the Conditions of the Poor described these multiple dwellings - these early tenements - as "generally defective in size, arrangement, supplies of water, warmth, and ventilation; also the yards, sinks, and sewage are in bad conditions."

And so they remained. 

[bookmark: over]
Overcrowding On The Lower East Side
The tenement at 97 Orchard Street was competed in 1864, the same year in which Sherman marched through Georgia, Tolstoy began "War and Peace," Pasteur invented what came to be called pasteurization, and a heroine named Octavia Hill took on the long battle to reform the conditions of the tenements of London.

In New York City, a similar reform enterprise began. It was led by an association of reformers who established an activist Council of Hygiene and Public Health. The Council took a survey, whose results shook the City. Among its findings was that 495,592 people - possibly more than half the entire population of the City - lived in tenements. On the Lower East Side, the numbers worked out to 240,000 people to the square mile. The Council reported: 

"It is only because this rate of packing is somewhat diminished by intervening warehouses, factories, private dwellings, and other classes of buildings that the entire tenement-house population is not devastated by the domestic pestilences and infectious epidemics that arise from overcrowding and uncleanness...Such concentration and packing of a population has probably never been equaled in any city as may be found in particular localities in New York." 

[bookmark: 96]
97 Orchard Street
No. 97 - five short stories with basement, and designed to house 20 families - was one of three adjoining tenements erected on the site of the former Orchard Street Church. Lucas Glockner was its builder and owner. An immigrant tailor who lived on St. Mark's Place before moving into his completed Orchard Street building - a structure valued at $8000 - Glockner went on to erect or purchase other tenements, four of which remained in the Glockner estate until early in this century.

Although the architect of #97 and its twin at #99 is unknown, many of the men who designed tenements either had been trained as builders or had studied architecture in Europe prior to emigrating to America. Here they either chose to work for fellow immigrants or were forced to enter the American market at a low end of the design scale.

The unknown architect designed a facade that was a simplified version of the Halianate style. As commonly applied to tenements in the 1860's, the facade was a trickle-down version, in brick, of the brownstone Italianate facades of the row houses and mansions popular with the City's wealthier families.

Within #97, its 20 three-room apartments, typical of their kinds, were arranged four to a floor, two in front and two in the rear. They were reached by an unlighted, ventilated wooden staircase that ran through the center of the building. The largest room (11' x 12'6") was referred to an plans as the living room or parlor, but residents called it the "front room." Behind it came the kitchen and one tiny bedroom. The entire flat, which often contained households of seven or more people, totaled about 325 square feet.

Only one room per apartment - the "front room" - received direct light and ventilation, limited by the tenements that would soon hem it in. The standard bedroom, 8'6" square, would have been completely shut off from both fresh air and natural light, but at #97, the bedroom had casement windows, opening onto the hall, that appear to be part of the original construction.

There was, of course, no toilet, no shower, no bath; not is there any indication that water was available within the apartments, although water from the Croton aqueduct had begun to flow into the City by the early 1840's. The building's privies, located in the rear yard, might or might not have been connected to the sewer pipes running beneath Orchard Street.

Heat, on the other hand, was available. Each kitchen had a fireplace, which could have burned either coal or wood; gas, which was available in the Tenth Ward by the time #97 was built, was not piped in until some time after construction was completed. Cooking stoves, which tenants had to purchase on their own, would have burned coal in any case and may have been the source of heat.

Garbage was disposed of in boxes set in front of the house. A particularly lurid description of what some garbage boxes contained was printed in the New York Tribune in 1863: 

"composed of potato-peelings, oyster-shells, night-soil, rancid butter, dead dogs and cats, and ordinary black street mud, (the garbage boxes formed) one festering, rotting, loathsome, hellish mass of air poisoning, death- breeding filth, reeking in the fierce sunshine, which gloats yellowly over it like the glare of a devil whom Satan has kicked from his councils in virtuous disgust." 

While true, at least emotionally, it is open to debate whether conditions were quite so awful in front of #97. After all, its owner chose to live within.

1. Using the reading define what a tenement is.
2. What groups live in the tenements of the Lower East Side?
3. How many people live per square mile in the Lower East Side?  What are the typical results of overcrowding?  How many people do you think live per square mile in Amesbury?



Reading #2 from Jacob Riis – How the Other Half Lives
WHERE Mulberry Street crooks like an elbow within hail of the old depravity of the Five Points, is “the Bend,” foul core of New York’s slums. Long years ago the cows coming home from the pasture trod a path over this hill. Echoes of tinkling bells linger there still, but they do not call up memories of green meadowsnd summer fields; they proclaim the home-coming of the rag-picker’s cart. In the memory of man the old cow-path has never been other than a vast human pig-sty. There is but one “Bend” in the world, and it is enough. The city authorities, moved by the angry protests of ten years of sanitary reform effort, have decided that it is too much and must come down. Another Paradise Park will take its place and let in sunlight and air to work such transformation as at the Five Points, around the corner of the next block. Never was change more urgently needed. Around “the Bend” cluster the bulk of the tenements that are stamped as altogether bad, even by the optimists of the Health Department. Incessant raids cannot keep down the crowds that make them their home. In the scores of back alleys, of stable lanes and hidden byways, of which the rent collector alone can keep track, they share such shelter as the ramshackle structures afford with every kind of abomination rifled from the dumps and ash-barrels of the city. Here, too, shunning the light, skulks the unclean beast of dishonest idleness. “The Bend” is the home of the tramp as well as the rag-picker.  
It is not much more than twenty years since a census of “the Bend” district returned only twenty-four of the six hundred and nine tenements as in decent condition. Three-fourths of the population of the “Bloody Sixth” Ward were then Irish. The army of tramps that grew up after the disbandment of the armies in the field, and has kept up its muster-roll, together with the in-rush of the Italian tide, have ever since opposed a stubborn barrier to all efforts at permanent improvement. The more that has been done, the less it has seemed to accomplish in the way of real relief, until it has at last become clear that nothing short of entire demolition will ever preve of radical benefit. Corruption could not have chosen ground for its stand with better promise of success. The whole district is a maze of narrow, often unsuspected passage ways—necessarily, for there is scarce a lot that has not two, three, or four tenements upon it, swarming with unwholesome crowds. What a birds-eye view of “the Bend” would be like is a matter of bewildering conjecture. Its everyday appearance, as seen from the corner of Bayard Street on a sunny day, is one of the sights of New York.
…Before him lies spread out what might better be the market-place in some town in Southern Italy than a street in New York—all but the houses; they are still the same old tenements of the unromantic type. But for once they do not make the foreground in a slum picture from the American metropolis. The interest centres not in them, but in the crowd they shelter only when the street is not preferable, and that with the Italian is only when it rains or he is sick. When the sun shines the entire population seeks the street, carrying on its household work, its bargaining, its love-making on street or sidewalk, or idling there when it has nothing better to do, with the reverse of the impulse that makes the Polish Jew coop himself up in his den with the thermometer at stewing heat. Along the curb women sit in rows, young and old alike with the odd head-covering, pad or turban, that is their badge of servitude—her’s to bear the burden as long as she lives—haggling over baskets of frowsy weeds, some sort of salad probably, stale tomatoes, and oranges not above suspicion. Ashbarrels serve them as counters, and not infrequently does the arrival of the official cart en route for the dump cause a temporary suspension of trade until the barrels have been emptied and restored. Hucksters and pedlars’ carts make two rows of booths in the street itself, and along the houses is still another—a perpetual market doing a very lively trade in its own queer staples, found nowhere on American ground save in “the Bend.” Two old hags, camping on the pavement, are dispensing stale bread, baked not in loaves, but in the shape of big wreaths like exaggerated crullers, out of bags of dirty bed-tick. There is no use disguising the fact: they look like and they probably are old mattresses mustered into service under the pressure of a rush of trade. Stale bread was the one article the health officers, after a raid on the market, once reported as “not unwholesome.”
	Bottle Alley is around the corner in Baxter Street; but it is a fair specimen of its kind, wherever found. Look into any of these houses, everywhere the same piles of rags, of malodorous bones and musty paper, all of which the sanitary police flatter themselves they have banished to the dumps and the warehouses. Here is a “flat” of “parlor” and two pitch-dark coops called bedrooms. Truly, the bed is all there is room for. The family tea-kettle is on the stove, doing duty for the time being as a wash-boiler. By night it will have returned to its proper use again, a practical illustration of how poverty in “the Bend” makes both ends meet. One, two, three beds are there, if the old boxes and heaps of foul straw can be called by that name; a broken stove with crazy pipe from which the smoke leaks at every joint, a table of rough boards propped up on boxes, piles of rubbish in the corner. The closeness and smell are appalling. How many people sleep here? The woman with the red bandanna shakes her head sullenly, but the bare-legged girl with the bright face counts on her fingers—five, six!
	[bookmark: 10]   10

	  “Six, sir!” Six grown people and five children.
	[bookmark: 11]   11

	  “Only five,” she says with a smile, swathing the little one on her lap in its cruel bandage. There is another in the cradle—actually a cradle. And how much the rent?
	[bookmark: 12]   12

	  Nine and a half, and “please, sir! he won’t put the paper on.”
	[bookmark: 13]   13

	  “He” is the landlord. The “paper” hangs in musty shreds on the wall.


	


1. What is the author’s opinion of “The Bend”?  List 7 words he uses to show that opinion
2. What kinds of activities take place in the streets?  What words would you use to describe the streets?
3. How many people live in the Bottle Alley apartment?  How big is the apartment?


Reading # 3 – from the NY Times – use the link below (hold control and right click)
· http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=FB0716FD395C10738DDDA90994DF405B8784F0D3 – NY Times articles 
1. What do wealthy New Yorkers do in the summer?  Why would they do that?
2. How does the Times article’s description of the tenements compare to that of Riis?
3. What does the author suggest be done to solve the problem?


6. Visual evidence

http://www.masters-of-photography.com/R/riis/riis_bandits_roost_full.html - Riis photos
a. Make a list of what in the photos corresponds with the above readings
b. Based on the visuals – what activities would these people be doing in these apartments?
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