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Course Description

Welcome to the first semester of English 9 CP!  I’m excited to be working with you this year.  Our goals are to prepare you for English 10, next Spring’s MCAS (gulp!), and eventually a college career.  You can expect me to hold you to high standards while giving you any needed support.

In English 9, we will be working to improve your reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills, as well as your ability to be critical thinkers.  

Reading:  English 9 is a survey course, meaning we will explore a wide range of texts.  Below is what we will cover:  

· Short stories 
· The Call of the Wild

· The Giver
· Various literature circle titles
We will also be learning about and practicing strategies good readers use to understand, remember, and respond to what they read.

Writing: You will be expected to write in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes.  A few times a week you will write at least a page in your journals.  (More on this later.)  We will spend a significant amount of time practicing for the MCAS Long Composition.  Your formal essays and stories will make up the largest portion of your grade (25%).  

Speaking and listening:  We will be having many conversations about our experiences, what we have read, and how we perceive the world, and this will help you grow as listeners and speakers.  We will also be holding regular Socratic Seminars.  These are more formal, student-led discussions in which HOW you speak is just as important as WHAT you say.  Finally, you will also be expected to deliver a presentation to the class regarding a well-known person who has overcome adversity.

Critical thinking:  Of course, all of the above will lead to your becoming better critical thinkers.  More than anything I want you to question and evaluate information that is presented to you.  Doing so is an essential part of being a responsible citizen and an independent person.

Classroom Expectations

· We will try our hardest.

· We will respect one another, ourselves, and our classroom.

· We will follow all AHS rules (including no cell phones, food, iPods, etc.).

· We will hand in original work.

Class Binder

You will be required to have a binder devoted solely to English 9.  I will check to make sure you have one by the end of the first week.  It should contain the following categories:

Journals
Vocabulary
Class notes
Homework and writing
Seminars

Communication

Communication with parents is very important to me.  I will be sure to email or call home when I have a concern about a student (or something very exciting to report!).  If a parent or guardian emails me, he or she can expect a response within 24 hours.  Homework and other class information can be found on Apsen.
Grading Policy
Note:  Although I do not have a specific category for class participation, I will take it under consideration when determining your term grade. 

	Major essays and stories: 25%


	Daily journals:  20%


	Tests: 15%



	Quizzes and Socratic Seminars: 15%


	Daily homework:  10%


	Final Exam:  15%




Extra Help

I am usually available during A Block (except on Tuesdays), as well as after school Monday – Thursday until about 3:30.  Students can feel free to email me with questions (although please be aware that I am an old woman and will not be able to respond after 9 PM).  

Late Work and Make Ups

· Homework can be handed in a day late for half credit.  

· Major assignments like essays and projects receive a -10 point deduction for each day late. 

· Essays must be printed before class to be considered “on time.”

Plagiarism
Below is the section from the student handbook regarding plagiarism.  

Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any instance. When cheating, plagiarism, copying, or sharing of the same materials is detected, a zero will be entered in the teacher’s gradebook for the assignment, quiz, test, paper, etc.  In addition:

· The instructor will notify his/her department chair/director/Administrator and the

parent/guardian of the student.

· Upon parental request, a conference will be arranged by the instructor and this meeting will include the parent/guardian, student, instructor, and the department chair/director.

· A report of the conference will be made to the Dean of Curriculum and a referral will be placed in the student’s discipline file.

A student violating this policy will be subject to the following consequences:

· Immediate parent notification

· Department chair/director/Administrator notification

· A zero will be assigned for the assignment, quiz, test, paper, final exam, etc.

· Student may receive a suspension from school up to 3 days.

Teachers will clearly define when students may work together on assignments.
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Please tear off this sheet and return by Friday, September 5.

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above information.
Student: 
  
____________________________________________________________
Print Name

____________________________________________________________

Sign Name

Parent/Guardian:  
____________________________________________________________
Print Name

____________________________________________________________

Sign Name

To Parents/Guardians,

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  The easiest way to get in touch with me is through e-mail at littlee@amesburyma.gov.  I make it a priority to respond to messages within 24 hours. 

Please indicate whether you prefer to be reached by e-mail or phone by checking the space to the left.  I would most likely call between 1:00 and 3:30.  

___ E-mail     
___________________________________________________________

___ Phone
___________________________________________________________

___ Please check here if you are able/willing to chaperone a field trip.

___ Please check here if you DO NOT wish your child to be photographed or videotaped for school-related projects.  

Thank you for your involvement.  Together, we will have a successful semester!
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