Of Mice and Men Chapter Questions

Chapter 1

1. “There is a path through the willows and among the sycamores, a path beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches to swim in the deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps who come wearily down from the highway in the evening to jungle-up near water” (Steinbeck 1-2).

a. If the riverbank of the Salinas River is a place of solace, what place might these men be coming from originally?

b. What does “jungle-up” mean? 

2. Why does Steinbeck mention on page 7 that George and Lennie had problems in Weed but then not develop the story?

3. Look on page 12: Even though Lennie’s mental capacity is limited, he still is sensitive to George’s feelings. Find a place where Lennie shows compassion for George.

4. What information about Lennie’s character is revealed to the reader through George’s discovery of the dead mouse in Lennie’s pocket?

5. Why do you think George lashes out at Lennie and then is nice to him?
Chapter 2

1. What is Curley’s problem?
2. Interpret this foreshadowing… 
“Lennie cried out suddenly- ‘I don’t like this place, George. This ain’t no good place. I wanna get outa here.’”

3. What is Lennie’s reaction to Curley’s wife?
4. Why doesn’t Steinbeck give Curley’s wife a name?
5. What does Slim mean by the fact that, “Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world is scared of each other” (35) when he is speaking to George about how Lennie and he travel together?

6. What does Lennie want that Slim has?
Chapter 3

1. Why does George reveal to Slim what happened to them in Weed? What is Slim’s reaction? Explain the irony in George’s confession. In other words, what did he advise Lennie not to do about their situation when they arrived at camp? 

2. The following passage is found on page 48. This is just one of the several images of silence that Steinbeck uses in the novel.

“Carlson’s footsteps died away. The silence came into the room. And the silence lasted.”

Question: Why does silence play an important role at this point in the novel? Who is literally being silenced? Who is figuratively being silenced?

3. Please read the first two paragraphs on page 60.  What does the dream represent now that Candy is involved? After the men agree to allow Candy in on their dream, we finally see hope for the first time in, surprisingly, George. Why now is he hopeful?

4. How does Steinbeck maintain the integrity of Lennie’s character after he violently injures Curley?

Chapter 4

1. Now that we meet her again, explain why you think Steinbeck still does not give Curley’s wife a name? What is his underlying point about her? Women in general?

2. Contrast Crooks’ initial response to Lennie and his later response. Why does he change?

3. Characterize Curley’s wife as she has been presented thus far in the novel. How are you, the reader, supposed to feel about her?
4. When Curley’s wife comes to Crooks’ door, how is her initial response to the men parallel to the way in which Crooks initially responds to Lennie?

Chapter 5

1. Explain how Steinbeck has used foreshadowing up to this point in the novel.

2. Explain this symbolic statement by Curley’s wife: “Don’t’ you worry none. He was jus’ a mutt. You can get another one easy. The whole country is fulla mutts” (Steinbeck 87).

3.  “And the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache for attention were all gone from her face. She was very pretty and simple, and her face was sweet and young” ( Steinbeck 92-93).

Question: Why all of the “ands”? What is the purpose of them?

4. What was Candy’s reaction to the realization that the farm dream was no longer possible? (page 95)

5. How does George react to the body of Curley’s wife?

6. How does George try to protect Lennie after the men find the body?

Chapter 6

1. Compare the beginning of Chapter Six with that of Chapter One. Explain why Steinbeck would begin this chapter in the same way as he began the first?

2. How is the fact that George tells Lennie the story of the farm and the dream significant?

3. How does George’s responsibility in killing Lennie parallel the situation between Candy and his dog?

4. Who ultimately understands what happened between George and Lennie? Why are the other men unable to understand?
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