Twentieth/Twenty-first Century American Creative Genius Research Project
Question: Who is a creative genius?

Answer: Someone who has changed the world for the better by using his/her talents and has influenced others in his/her given field.

Question: Who could be considered creative geniuses?

Answers:  Walt Disney, Louis Armstrong, Count Basie, Ansel Adams, Dorothea Lange, Frank Lloyd Wright, George Lucas, and many others could be considered in this realm.


This assignment is intended to sharpen and strengthen your research skills and learn about some aspect of the creative genius and fine arts. You will choose one of the fine arts and focus on one Twentieth or Twenty-first Century American artist and his/her work. You must turn in a four-page comprehensive paper (with a Works Cited page) and give a short presentation to the class. 

Your paper should inform and entertain. It is our hope that you learn and enjoy at the same time! This report will enhance your worldly knowledge and allow you to explore other areas of the creative genius and fine arts that you may never have known about until now.


To begin, you will need to choose one of the arts and choose a person from it. Then, you must formulate a thesis statement (what you are going to prove about this person and his/her work and contributions) to focus your paper. Here are the steps…
1. Choose one of the arts and then choose one artist. Please choose from the following areas:

*Visual arts: Painting, drawing, cartoons (e.g. -Seuss, Disney, Shultz), illustration, photography, sculpture.

*Music: Opera, jazz, Dixieland, classical, Ragtime, Blues, etc.

*Dance: Ballet, modern, interpretive, Broadway show choreography, etc.

*Literature: Poetry, drama, essay, prose, etc.

*Architecture: Houses, buildings, etc.

*Fashion design: Choose a decade or fad

*Cinema: Choose a director and trace his/her works, life, etc.

2. Conduct research about your artist’s life, including but not limited to, biographical, educational, and professional.  
3. Find information about the field he/she was in, and what contributions he/she made.

4. What other events were happening at the time your artist lived and/or worked? How did his/her work reflect the times? 

5. Discuss examples of his/her work. What is he/she most known for in his/her lifetime? Why? Choose from artifacts, pictures, dance, film, music, paintings, etc. 

6. Be sure to include at least one critic’s response to the artist’s work.

7. For your oral presentation, you must create a 10-15 slide power point presentation. You may choose to bring in pictures, films, make posters, etc. to enlighten the class more about this creative genius. 

8. Create a Works Cited page that shows that you used at least three different sources for your research. 

9. Your paper is to be typed, 12-point font, and double-spaced, and otherwise be in accordance with MLA format. No exceptions. 

Topics are first come, first served. I will take other suggestions, but if we say no to a topic, find another. 
MATERIALS NEEDED:

*INDEX CARDS WITH LINES           **MULTIPLE SOURCES OF DIFFERENT KINDS
**SOURCES- AT LEAST FIVE SOURCES ARE REQUIRED. ONLY ONE CAN BE FROM THE INTERNET.

Deadlines:
1. Genius choice/thesis due and lined note cards: __________
2. First source and five cards due: _________
3. Second source and ten total cards due: _________ 
4. Fifteen cards (minimum) due: _________
 5. Rough draft due (including Works Cited page): ________ 
6. Paper due: ________
7. Oral: _______
**(My paper will prove that ) ______________ is a Creative Genius in the fine arts field of _______________ because________________.

Use the above as a guide for yours. Remember--you are proving that this person is a creative genius. You are strictly researching--your personal opinion does not count in a research paper.

Honor code:

This work is all of my own in terms of wording and intellectual property (i.e.- thinking). If I used any reference(s) from any outside sources, I have cited them within my paper by using parenthetical documentation and have created a Works Cited page. If I had questions, I asked my teacher. I understand the school’s policy on plagiarism.

Student’s signature: ___________________    Date: ____________

