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English 9 – Semester 2
Mrs. Little
Romeo & Juliet
Performance Final Exam


Shakespeare never meant for his plays to be read:  the true way to experience them is through performance.  It is in this spirit that you will complete your final exam.  Working individually, in pairs, or in a small group, you will choose a short scene and prepare a performance for the class.  It will count as a major grade (either a test or your final).


Due Date: ______________________________________________


To get copies of your script, go to shakespeare.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/.
Part I.  Written analysis of scene.  Each member of your group will hand in one copy of your script, on which you:

1. Define any new words.

2. Paraphrase each of your lines.
3. In a paragraph, analyze the importance of the scene.  Why is this scene important to the plot, the characters, and a theme of the play?  

Part II.  Written “prompt book,” or planning of performance. Each member of your group will hand in another copy of your script, upon which you plan out your performance.  You must include notes regarding:

1. A sketch of the set, with everything labeled (including stage left, right, etc.).  

2. Physical description of each character/costume.  What will he/she be wearing?  Will the characters need any props?

3. Characters’ speech.  When do they pause?  Speed up?  Raise their voices?  Whisper?  What tone do they use?

4. Characters’ movement.  When and where do they move?  Do they use hand gestures?  Where are they specifically on stage?  Do they ever sit?  Do they enter and exit?

5. Characters’ thoughts and motivations.  What is each character thinking and feeling?  Do they have any secret motivations or goals?

Part III.  Performance!  Your group will perform your scene for the class.  The goal is for it to look as professional as possible.  You will be given time in class to rehearse, but I urge you to meet outside of school as well.  Because we have limited time, you will be able to read from scripts; however, you will earn extra credit if you memorize your lines.  You will be graded on:

1. How well you demonstrate an understanding of the scene and the play.

2. Your use of speech (volume, pacing, pauses, use of emotion, clearly and smoothly saying your lines).

3. Your use of movement (NO character should just be sitting or standing still).

4. Costumes and props.

5. Your ability to be a respectful member of the audience when you are not performing.

Most importantly… have fun!  (
