Romeo and Juliet, Act I
Quotes to Know

Directions:  For each quote, know the speaker, to whom the quote is being spoken, context (where in the play is it spoken?) a summary of the quote, and the importance of the quote.
1.

Two households, both alike in dignity,
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life;
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
Do with their death bury their parents' strife.
The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love,
And the continuance of their parents' rage,
Which, but their children's end, nought could remove,
Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;
The which if you with patient ears attend,
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  
2.  

What, drawn, and talk of peace! I hate the word,
As I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee:
Have at thee, coward!

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

3.

Three civil brawls, bred of an airy word,
By thee, old Capulet, and Montague,
Have thrice disturb'd the quiet of our streets,
And made Verona's ancient citizens
Cast by their grave beseeming ornaments,
To wield old partisans, in hands as old,
Canker'd with peace, to part your canker'd hate:
If ever you disturb our streets again,
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

4.

Why, then, O brawling love! O loving hate!
O any thing, of nothing first create!
O heavy lightness! serious vanity!
Mis-shapen chaos of well-seeming forms!
Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire,
sick health!
Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is!

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

5.

________:  Marry, that 'marry' is the very theme
I came to talk of. Tell me, daughter Juliet,
How stands your disposition to be married?

________: It is an honour that I dream not of.

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

6. 

I fear, too early: for my mind misgives
Some consequence yet hanging in the stars
Shall bitterly begin his fearful date
With this night's revels and expire the term
Of a despised life closed in my breast
By some vile forfeit of untimely death.
But He, that hath the steerage of my course,
Direct my sail!

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

7.

O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!
It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night
Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope's ear;
Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!
So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows,
As yonder lady o'er her fellows shows.
The measure done, I'll watch her place of stand,
And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand.
Did my heart love till now? forswear it, sight!
For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night.

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

8.

I will withdraw: but this intrusion shall
Now seeming sweet convert to bitter gall.

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

9.

My only love sprung from my only hate!
Too early seen unknown, and known too late!
Prodigious birth of love it is to me,
That I must love a loathed enemy.

Speaker:

Who is being spoken to?:

Context:

Summary:

Importance/Analysis:  

