English 9 CP

“The Sniper” and “The Interlopers”

Found Poem


A found poem is a poem that borrows language from an existing piece of prose (writing that is organized in sentences and paragraphs, like a short story).  The poet’s job is to rearrange the words into lines and stanzas.  Line and stanza breaks denote pauses and emphasis, as well as create rhythm.


Here is an example that takes lines from the short story “The Necklace.”  Notice how it acts as a summary of the story, as well as a theme statement:  

Unable to afford jewelry, she dressed simply.
She suffered constantly
She tossed the invitation on the table and muttered,
"We'll have to replace the necklace."
Her husband worked in the evenings and often at night as well.
Madame Loisel looked old now
And she smiled, full of proud, simple joy.
"And it took us ten years to pay for it."
"Oh my poor Mathilde! Mine was false!"

Steps:

1. Choose either “The Sniper” or “The Interlopers.”

2. Skim-read the story again, and pick out a minimum of eight sentences/phrases that are significant to the story, and also state a theme.  (The final sentence will be especially important.)

3. Experiment with rearranging the sentences into lines and stanzas.  Whisper it aloud to yourself to hear the rhythm you’re creating.  Pause slightly at the end of a line; pause longer at the end of a stanza.

4. When you’re happy with what you have, copy it over neatly, and hand it in. (
FCA’s (25 points each):

1. Poem borrows a minimum of eight sentences from the story.

2. Poem communicates a theme of the story.

3. Poem uses line and stanza breaks to create emphasis and rhythm.

4. Correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

