English 9 

Mrs. Little
The Giver

Theme Essay: Type 4
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This week you will write a six-paragraph essay in which you analyze one of the many themes from The Giver.  You will practice many of the skills you learned in your The Call of the Wild essay, namely writing a powerful thesis statement and effectively incorporating quotes. This is a major assignment that will be worth about 10% of your grade.


Remember, an effective theme 1) states a universal rule or truth that we must live by to be happy and successful, 2) avoid the second person (“you”), and 3) avoid clichés (for example, “It is important to live life to the fullest”).  

This time, you will focus on your analysis of your quotes and evidence. Ask yourself the following questions about each quote you use:

· How does Lowry’s specific word choice reveal the corruption within the community?

· How does the evidence relate to your theme?  If the community does things one way, how should it be doing things instead?

FCA’s:  

· A thesis statement that clearly and effectively states a theme of The Giver: 10 pts

· Correct use of at least four quotations from the book.  Quotations must be properly tagged, cited, and analyzed.  35 pts

· Transitions between each of the four body paragraphs; a minimum of two typed pages.  20 pts

· Clear and formal language that follows all rules in our Literary Essay Checklist. 25 pts

· Formatting (Typed, 12 point font, double-spaced, FCA’s at top of page) 10 pts.

Due Date:  __________________________________________.  -10 for each day late.  You may expect a detention if it is not handed in by the second day.  

Illustration: http://stovepipedotnet.blogspot.com/2008/04/giver.html


