Amesbury High School

Senior CP English

Mrs. Brockmyre

Course Overview

Quarter “A”: “Expectations vs. Reality”

Literature: This quarter will focus primarily upon connecting seniors with contemporary works of literature that help to probe and show the above theme for the quarter. All main characters in the book/plays below had high expectations for themselves, yet could not live up to them or deal with the reality of change. These two skills are essential to post-high school students and these works of literature will help to reveal how/ how not to deal with them. Students will read Death of a Salesman, Hamlet, Ethan Frome, and The Catcher in the Rye. Other short essays, poems and primary sources will also be used to prepare for life after high school.

Writing: Many styles ranging form expository to analytical to creative writing will be used to help prepare students for post-high school tasks. A large segment of this quarter will focus on the College essay as well as creating a business portfolio (resume and cover letter). Within the writing, basic grammatical skills will be reviewed for sharpness in writing (and speaking). SAT writing skills will also be included this quarter.
Speaking: We will spend much of our time in small group discussions and utilize seminars for our discussions about the literature we will cover. All students will be challenged to participate. Literature Circles will be utilized to enhance each student’s ability to speak in front of a small group and a large one.

Quarter “B”: “Know thyself; teach thyself”

Research: This quarter will center around the required Senior Research Project, with the continuation of some of the work from Quarter “A” if needed. All seniors must complete this project in order to be eligible for a diploma as described in the AHS Student Handbook and the Program of Studies. The overview, deadline dates, and requirements will be given at another time. 

Literature: This quarter will be used as a continuation of the previous quarter, along with the titles The last Lecture, The Pursuit of Happiness, Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam, and Master Harold …and the Boys.

Writing: The majority of the time in this quarter will be spent on writing the research paper and learning the MLA format that colleges use for documenting sources. There will be other assignments, but most will be in-class in nature. 

Speaking: Time will be spent on preparing and practicing for the other component of the Senior Research Project- the oral presentation. This will be a twelve-fifteen minute power point presentation to the class on the research topics students choose. Skills, strategies and easy tips to be a successful speaker will be given.

Please Note: Students must pass this semester in order to graduate and receive a diploma. No other class from a college or any other school will take the place of this class. Summer School is not available to seniors. Please seek me out for help when needed. My school email address is brockmyrej@amesburyma.gov and the phone number is 978-388-4800 extension 1090. Use it if you have any question about the class that I can help you with. This class is challenging, yet fun. I look forward to having a memorable senior year with you. Thank you.
