	1. Empathetic is an adjective meaning what?
	1. Answer:  Empathetic means capable of identifying with another person.

(An empathetic friend is nice to have.)

	2. Which word means to receive willingly:  except or accept?
	2. Answer:  Accept means to receive willingly.  Except means excluding.

(I accept all of my faults except my tendency to lie.)

	3. Which word means a result:  effect or affect?
	3. Answer:  Effect means a result.  Affect means to influence.

(The story affected my emotions, and the effect was tears.)


	4. What is the meaning of the adjective palpable?
	4. Answer:  Palpable means able to be touched or felt.

(The fuzziness of that blanket is palpable.)



	5. How do you spell the word for “a government building”:  capitol or capital?
	5. Answer:  Capitol is a government building.  Capital is a chief city in a country; wealth; or an adjective meaning important.

	6. Would a child who refuses 
to do his or her chores be described as incessant, meretricious, or indolent?
	6. Answer:  Indolent, which means lazy.
(Meretricious means showy.

Incessant means relentless.)

	7. Which means to praise:  complement or compliment?
	7. Answer:  Compliment means to give praise.  Complement means to make complete or whole.

	8. A synonym for chastisement is which of the following words:

infraction, admonition, or devotion?

	8. Answer:  A chastisement is a punishment, so a synonym is an admonition.



	9. Withdrawn refers to someone who prefers…

to be alone, to be forceful, or 
to be in charge? 
	9. Answer:  Alone.  

Withdrawn means quiet and reserved.


	10. Whom would you go to for advice:  

      counselor or councilor?
	10. Answer:  A counselor gives advice.  A councilor belongs to an official group (a council).

	11. The dog wagged _____ tail.

      it’s or its
	11. Answer:  Its is a possessive pronoun, showing ownership.  It’s is merely a contraction for it and is.



	12. Do not _________ the dinner table before you eat your _________.

(Fit in the words desert and dessert.)
	12. Answer:  Do not desert the dinner table before you eat your dessert.




	13. The sun would best be described as miraculous, empathetic, luminous, or outlandish?
	13. Answer:  The sun is luminous, or bright.

(miraculous=full of miracles

 empathetic=sympathetic

 outlandish=strange)

	14. Which word fits best in the blank:  unfathomable or aghast?
The terrorist attack left us feeling ___________.
	14. Answer:  Aghast, which means horrified.  

(Unfathomable means impossible to understand.)

	15. What does the adjective unbiased mean?

Neutral?
Unfair?

Un-shortened?


	15. Answer:  Unbiased means neutral, having neither an opinion nor prejudice.


	16. What is an antonym for the verb underscore?

To stress
To state less strongly

To ignore
	16. Answer:  To ignore.  To underscore is to highlight or to underline a point, so the opposite is to ignore or downplay something.



	17. What does feeble mean? Who does the word describe?


	17. Answer:  Feeble means weak.  Someone who is old in body, impaired in mind, or unstable in emotion could be described as feeble.

	18. What is the noun form of lethargic, and what does it mean?


	18. Answer:  Lethargy.  It means drowsiness or tiredness.

	19. What genre (category) of novel is The Giver?  What is the definition of this type of fiction?


	19. Answer:  The Giver is science fiction.  Science fiction novels have a fantasized place or time where the normal laws of science are somehow altered.



	20. In which point of view is The Giver told?
	20. Answer:  The novel is written in the third person, limited point-of-view.  It is told by someone outside of the story, and it focuses on one character (Jonas).




	21. What are the advantages and disadvantages to release?
	21. Answer:  Release helps the community maintain order and Sameness:  everyone is agreeable.  The major drawbacks are no diversity or humanity!

	22. The Receiver of Memory must have what kinds of qualities?
	22. Answer:  He or she must be wise, brave, strong, and willful.

“intelligence, integrity, and courage”



	23. What is the setting of The Giver?
	23. Answer:  The setting is an Earthly utopian society in the future.



	24. What is "conformity" in The Giver?


	24. Answer:  Conformity means fitting into the group.  Jonas’ people must have Sameness to conform to their community’s expectations.




	25. Describe the characters of Asher and Fiona.
	25. Answer:  They are both good friends of Jonas.  Asher has difficulty speaking properly but is cheerful and good at sports.  Red-headed Fiona is caring and becomes a caretaker of the old.

	26. Who or what is the antagonist in The Giver?


	26. Answer:  The antagonist, which causes conflict for Jonas, is the community.  The community lacks experience, differences, and freedom.

	27. Name a theme from The Giver.
	27. Answer:  
· Pain is the price of growing emotions.  
· Choice gives meaning to life.
· Diversity is richer than Sameness.  
· We are products of our memories and experiences.  
· Freedom is worth having less safety.

	28. Name at least two themes in The House on Mango Street.


	28. Answer:  Possible themes:

· Hope is a powerful motivator.

· A life of poverty is not inevitable.

· America is a melting pot.

· Growing up involves hardships.

· Men & women do not have equality.

· People are often judged by their class, age, race, and sex.




	29.  How should the reader characterize (describe) Esperanza Cordero?
	29. Answer: 

 Possible characterizations:

strong, young, naïve, afraid of maturity, poetic, creative, loyal, caring, poor, Mexican-American, humorous, intelligent, dedicated

	30. Who wrote The House on Mango Street, and what is her style of writing?
	30. Answer:  Sandra Cisneros, a Mexican-American herself, wrote the novel as a series of brief and realistic vignettes.  Her writing is personal, poetic, and it captures the imagination of a twelve-year-old girl on the brink of adulthood.  It's fiction!

	31. What is the setting of The House on Mango Street?
	31. Answer:  It is a contemporary setting (1980's) in a poor, Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago.  Esperanza's modest house reflects her underprivileged identity.

	32. What are some of the main conflicts in House on Mango?

	32. Answer:  
     Esperanza vs. herself, 

     Esperanza vs. society 
          (sexism, racism, classism, etc.)  

     Esperanza vs. environment

                                      (poverty)

     Esperanza vs. characters

          (teasing, assault, lack of hope)



	33. Who makes Esperanza feel ashamed of her previous house by making her point it out while she is playing in the street?
	33. Answer:  the nun

	34. What do the three sisters tell Esperanza at the wake?
	34. Answer:  Esperanza must come back for the others after she’s left Mango Street

	35.  Analogy!
intimidate : bully :: perceive : ?

    grow, boss, notice, or recoil
                             
	35. Answer:  To notice
To intimidate is the same as to bully just as to perceive is the same as to notice or see.



	36. Briefly describe the plot of “Thank You, M’am” by Langston Hughes.
	36. Answer:  Roger wants shoes, so he attempts to mug Mrs. Jones.  Not only does she snatch her purse back, but she drags Roger to her home.  She feeds him, gives him money, and teaches him about trust.




	37.  Describe the protagonist in “Thank You, M’am.”
	37. Answer:  The protagonist, Roger, wants blue suede shoes.  Because no one is there for him at home, he resorts to stealing.  Deep down, Roger is considerate and sorry.

	38. Briefly describe the plot of “The Most Dangerous Game.”


	38. Answer:  Sanger Rainsford ends up on an island where General Zaroff turns the tables on him:  Zaroff is predator and Rainsford is human prey in the game of hunting.

	39. What are the major and minor conflicts in “The Most Dangerous Game”?
	39. Answer:  The main conflict is character vs. character.  A minor conflict is character vs. nature.



	40. Briefly describe the plot of the short story “The Gift of the Magi” by O.Henry.
	40. Answer:  Jim and Della are a poor, young couple.  Della sells her hair for a fob for Jim’s watch for Christmas, and he sells his watch for fancy hair combs for Della.  We learn that self-sacrifice is the true meaning of giving gifts. 



	41. We know the ending of “The Gift of the Magi” is a situation of irony.  What is the final theme, or message?
	41. Answer:  Both Jim and Della are disappointed to find the gifts they chose rendered useless.  Yet, they are pleased with the gifts that they received because they represent their love for one another.

	42.  Analogy!
edifice : tower :: calamity : ?

    hurricane, victory, hassle, or statue

	42. Answer:  hurricane!
An edifice includes a tower as an example just as a calamity includes a hurricane as an example.

	43. What is a cousin of “sarcasm”—when what you say is the opposite of what you mean?
	43. Answer:  verbal irony



	44. Put these parts of a plot in order:  resolution, rising action, exposition, conflict, falling action, climax.
	44. Answer:  Plot=exposition, conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.




	45. What is the theme of a piece of writing?
	45. Answer:  A theme is a message, lesson learned, or overall idea about life.

	46. What is the literary term for the perspective from which the story is told?
	46. Answer:  Point-of-view is the perspective from which the story is told.

	47. What is the difference between tone and mood?
	47. Answer:  Tone is the writer’s attitude toward his/her audience and subject.  Mood is the overall feeling or atmosphere created by the story.



	48. What is the difference between the protagonist and the antagonist of a story?
	48. Answer:  The protagonist is the main character who faces a conflict.  The antagonist is the character or force in conflict with the protagonist.




	49. Which type of irony is when the reader or audience knows more than a character in the story?


	49. Answer:  Dramatic irony is when the reader or audience knows more than a character in the story.

	50. What is the difference between a topic sentence and a thesis statement?
	50. Answer:  A topic sentence is a sentence in a paragraph that tells the topic.  A thesis statement is a sentence at the end of the introduction of an essay, which states what the essay is all about.

	51. Is this a sentence fragment or a run-on sentence?

The hurricane traveled up the east coast, it destroyed many houses.
	51. Answer:  This is a run-on sentence (a comma splice).  The two complete sentences should be divided by a semi-colon, a comma plus a conjunction, or a period.

	52. Is this a sentence fragment or a run-on sentence?

Although Brendan fell off his skateboard and broke his arm.
	52. Answer:  This is a sentence fragment.  It is just an introductory group of words at the beginning of a sentence.  A main clause is needed (he did not need to go to the hospital).




	53. Is this a sentence fragment or a run-on sentence?

When Sally goes to the bathroom, she always takes the pass.
	53. Answer:  Neither.  This is a complete sentence made up of an introductory group of words (When Sally goes to the bathroom) and a main clause (she always takes the pass).

	54. Is this a sentence fragment or a run-on sentence?

Jon went skydiving last summer in Maine he had a successful free fall!


	54. Answer:  This is a run-on sentence made up of two complete sentences strung together.  Between “Maine” and “he,” there should be a comma plus a conjunction or a period or a semi-colon.

	55. What are the four possible purposes of writing?
	55. Answer:  The four purposes of writing are to inform, to express, to entertain, or to persuade.  A piece of writing might have one, two, or even three of these purposes.

	56. Is the following direct quotation from a novel set up properly?

The narrator explains, “‘Why can’t we just apply for a change of rules?’  Jonas suggested.  The Giver laughed…”
	56. Answer:  Yes!  

· Notice the tag (The narrator explains,)

· Notice the single quotes within the quote.

· Notice the ellipsis marking words left out.




	57. What is the difference between a literal meaning and a figurative meaning?
	57. Answer:  Literal language is precise according to a dictionary.  Figurative language is abstract and gives a symbolic meaning of something through simile, metaphor, or personification.

	58. What is the verb in this sentence?  What kind of verb is it…linking (being) or action (doing)?

The style of his music was distasteful!
	58. Answer:  The style of music was distasteful.  “Was” is a linking verb, a form of the verb “to be.”



	59. What is the verb in this sentence?  What kind of verb is it…linking (being) or action (doing)?

Kelsey will go shopping this Sunday at the mall.
	59. Answer:  The entire verb (including the helpers) is “will go shopping.”  That is what Kelsey will do, so it is an action verb.



	60. What is the verb in this sentence?  What kind of verb is it…linking or action?

The elephants have lived at the zoo for eleven years.
	60. Answer:  The entire verb (including the helper) is “have lived.”  That tells what the elephants have done, so it is an action verb.




	61. What are the differences between “their,” “there,” and “they’re”?
	61. Answer:  

· There is an adverb telling “where.”

· Their is the possessive pronoun for “they.”

· They’re is a contraction for they + are.

	62. What is the difference between “then” and “than”?
	62. Answer:  “Then” refers to time (an adverb).  “Than” involves a comparison between two things.

	63. What are the four principal parts of the verb “to be”?
	63. Answer:           

     am, are, is, be

     was, were

     have or has been

     am, are, is + being

(to be=always a state of being verb)

	64. Name as many singular, plural, and either indefinite pronouns as you remember.
	64. Answer:  

Singular:  anything, anyone, anybody, each, everything, everyone, everybody, either, something, someone, somebody, neither, nothing, nobody, other, one, such.

Plural:  both, many, several, few, others

Either:  all, any, most, none, some


	65. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

The sadness on his face was palpable.
	65. Answer:  “Sadness” is a feeling, an idea, which is a noun.



	66. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

The sadness on his face was palpable.
	66. Answer:  “On” shows the relationship between sadness and face.  It is a preposition.



	67. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

The sadness on his face was palpable.


	67. Answer:  “His” is a possessive pronoun (replacing a specific male’s name).  “His” is a pronoun simultaneously acting as an adjective.

	68. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

The sadness on his face was palpable.


	68.  Answer:  “Was” is a past tense form of the verb “to be,” which is ALWAYS a state of being verb.  “To be” is NEVER an action verb.




	69. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

The sadness on his face was palpable.
	69. Answer:  “Palpable” is a word that describes the sadness (it can almost be touched).   An adjective describes a noun.



	70. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.
	70. Answer:  “Ouch” is a nonsense word that expresses emotion.  It is an interjection.



	71. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.


	71. Answer:  “Anyone” is a singular indefinite pronoun, which takes the place of a specific name/noun.

	72. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.


	72. Answer:  “Could fall” is an action verb.  The verb phrase is made up of “could” (a helper) and “fall” (the main verb).

Action verbs show DOING!


	73. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.


	73. Answer:  “Way” is a thing, a route, which is a noun.



	74. What is the part of speech of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.
	74. Answer:  “Down” is a word showing the relationship between the way and the stairs.  This is a preposition.



	75. What is the part of speech

      of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.


	75. Answer:  “And” is a word joining the actions of falling and hurting.  A conjunction is a joining word.

	76. What is the part of speech

      of the underlined word?

Ouch!  Anyone could fall on the way down the stairs and hurt him or herself.


	76. Answer:  “Herself” is a reflexive pronoun.  It takes the place of a specific female name.


	77. Identify the verb; decide whether it is action or linking.

The salmon were swimming up river.
	77. Answer:  The whole verb is "were swimming."  This verb expresses doing, so it is an action verb.

	78. Identify the verb; decide whether it is action or linking.

Willy Wonka is happy to see all of the chocolate.
	78. Answer:  The verb is "is."  This verb expresses being (Willy was being happy) and is a linking verb.  Willy and happy are linked by the word "is."



	79. Name as many prepositions as you remember.
	79. Answer:  about, above, across, after, around, at, before, behind, beside, between, by, down, during, except, for, from, in, over, off, of, on, past, to, under, up, with

	80. Are there any capitalization mistakes in the sentence below?

The Red Sox are not in the World Series this October.
	80. Answer:  No.

Red Sox=organization

World Series=special event

October=month


	81. Are there any capitalization mistakes in the sentence below?

The Despotic ruler in cuba is partial to Communism.
	81. Answer:  Yes.

despotic=descriptive adjective

Cuba=country

communism=form of

                       government



	82. Are there any capitalization mistakes in the sentence below?

John knowles wrote a Separate Peace, a novel about two foil characters and many contrasts.
	82. Answer:  Yes.

John Knowles=a proper name

A Separate Peace=book’s title



	83. Are there any capitalization mistakes in the sentence below?

The Powow River is raging due to hurricanes like Katrina and Wilma.
	83. Answer:  No.

Powow River=proper place

Katrina=name

Wilma=name



	84. Are there any capitalization mistakes in the sentence below?

Louie’s Italian Bread is the best white bread on Main Street.
	84. Answer:  Yes.

Louie’s=brand name

Italian=proper adjective

bread=common noun

Main Street=proper place




	85. Describe the setting and genre of A Separate Peace by John Knowles.
	85. Answer: The setting is a private boarding school named Devon Academy, based on Philips Exeter in NH.  The flashback begins in 1958, yet the bulk of the story is in 1942.  The genre is realistic fiction.

	86. Name the many contrasts in A Separate Peace.  
	86. Answer:  

· WWII and Gene’s internal war

· summer and winter

· life and death / light and dark

· Gene and Finny

· Devon and Naguamsett Rivers

· love and hate

· childhood and adulthood

· athleticism and intellectualism

	87. Describe the foil characters in A Separate Peace.
	87. Answer:  Finny is a spirit greater and more perfect than Gene’s.  Finny is an individualist who is charming, athletic, and free of hate.  Gene is flawed by jealousy.  He is intelligent but suspicious and competitive.

	88. What are the two climaxes in A Separate Peace?
	88. Answer: 

(1) Gene jounces the limb, and Finny breaks his leg—symbolizing a fall from grace into adulthood/evil.

(2) Finny falls down the marble stairs when escaping the mock trial.  The bone fragments stop his heart, and the personal war ends just as WWII arrives on campus.


