
Name: _________________



NOUNS
Exercise One:  All Types of Nouns
Underline the nouns in the following sentences.  Do not include pronouns (her, them, we, it…).
1. The movie was very exciting—it was about a boy who won a long-distance race.

2.  Her birthday was on Wednesday, but she didn’t tell people about it.

3.  The woman tied a new red ribbon in her hair.

4.  The war in Vietnam lasted longer than most wars in our history.

5.  The newspaper had a story about the fire on their street.

6.  The vulture circled in the air over the body of the roadkill.

7.  The horse can run faster over a long distance than any animal, even the cheetah.

8.  Two astronauts from the United States walked on the surface of the moon.

9.  The Sears Tower in Chicago is one tall, world-famous building!

10.  Our country is based on democracy and capitalism.  
Exercise Two:  Concrete and Abstract Nouns
Underline the concrete nouns (which can be perceived by the senses), and circle the abstract nouns (which are qualities, characteristics, or ideas).
1.  His depression continued long after the death of his wife.

2.  The beggar felt hunger on a daily basis.

3.  The computer was left on by my sister.

4.  Yesterday was rainy and overcast.

5.  Will you graduate before the end of this century?
6.  There is an anti-war theme to the novel.

7.  The strength of the storm was impressive.

8.  The people did not choose the harsh dictatorship.

9.  The dictionary on the desk is unabridged.

10. The paper was covered with fingerpaint. 
Exercise Three:  Collective Nouns
A collective noun names a group.  The collective noun is singular when the group is referred to as a unit.  It is plural in the rare case that the individuals in the group are acting separately.  Underline the collective noun in each sentence, and label it as singular or plural.

1.  The jury could not agree on a verdict in the case.

2.  The jury have their own reserved parking spaces.

3.  The family had seats around the television.

4.  The family next door has a new dog.

5.  The Amesbury High School team is in the lead.

6.  The Amesbury High School team are going their separate ways.

7.  The crew are coming on board to prepare for the flight.

8.  The crew has taken a vote and decided on a mutiny. 
Exercise Four:  Common and Proper Nouns
A proper noun names a specific person, place, thing, or idea.  A common noun names an everyday person, place, thing, or idea.  Underline each noun, and label it P for proper or C for common.

1.  Mr. Williams was my professor of history.

2.  The book Ellen liked best was written by an Englishman named Canley.

3.  The walls of many buildings on the campus are covered with heavy vines.

4.  Her mother and father lived in Columbus, Ohio, with her sister.

5.  The bank was called the Centerville Farmers and Merchants Bank.

6.  Last summer we visited the home of Andrew Jackson near Nashville, Tennessee.

7.  The Portuguese sailor Magellan believed he could reach the East by sailing west.

8.  The Mcguffey readers were almost the only books used in our early schools.

9.  The cities of New York and Chicago are the largest in the United States.

10.  In college I studied English, history, economics, and sociology.  
PRONOUNS
Exercise One:  Pronouns 
Substitute the underlined words with pronouns such as we, they, it, you, I, his, etc.
1.  The two houses caught on fire, and his mother called the fire department.
2.  Morning is the girls’ gym time, not the boys’ time.

3.  Don’t you see those three boys running toward you and me?

4.  That is Edwin and Kenneth’s locker, and (your name) told you not to use that locker.

5.  That is the girl’s book, not the boy’s.
Underline all the pronouns in the following sentences:
6. The car arrived at their house before somebody got home.
7. Her brother talked to himself, so she thought his only friend was he.

8. Several could go on the trip, but only one could go for free.

9. I usually like to ride her bicycle, but its tire is deflated.

10.  We wrote to our mother for money, and she sent us some.

List five possessive pronouns (showing ownership):  ________________________________.

List five personal pronouns that are not possessive:  ________________________________.

Exercise Two:  Pronouns:  Definition, Recognition, Antecedent
An antecedent is the word or group of words to which the pronoun refers.  Example:  Bob rode his moped.  The antecedent for his is Bob.  Underline each pronoun in the following sentences.  Draw a line connecting it with its antecedent, if there is an antecedent for the pronoun.
1.  Did Anne hurt herself?
2.  Is that the road which she told us to follow?
3.  The woman who is wearing a blue dress is his sister.

4.  Mark told us he would be late.

5.  The candy which he bought was very good.  

6.  Anyone who so desires may meet the speaker after he finishes the presentation.

7.  Is this the child whom we saw playing basketball?

8.  None of the children knew the new student, but all soon became acquainted with him.

9.  Where is the book that I was reading?

10.  Those who first finished the work were best friends.
Exercise Three:  Types of Pronouns
Label the underlined pronouns as personal (I, you, he, she, it, we, they, etc.); possessive (my, mine, your, yours, etc.); indefinite (anything, anyone, anybody, each, everything, etc.); demonstrative (this, that, these, those); relative (who, which, that, whose, whom); reflexive (myself, yourself, himself, themselves, etc.); or reciprocal (each other, one another).
1.  They enjoyed the movie very much.
2.  What did she say?
3.  Rachel thought the purse was mine.

4.  This is a group of volunteers who are indispensable.
5.  This is a group of volunteers who are indispensable.
6.  The brothers helped each other.
7.  Maria saw herself on the evening news.
8.  Joy knows everyone at school.
9.  Has somebody offered to help?
10.  Who will go with me tonight?
Exercise Four:  Changing Nouns to Pronouns
Substitute each group of underlined words with a pronoun.  

1.  Ms. Ruth asked what scene in the play had a need for the rifles.
2.  The entrance of the soldiers in Act II was very effective.
3.  The soldiers were pleased with their performance.
4.  The audience gave the performers a standing ovation.
5.  Then Carmen took her last bow.
Exercise Five:  Nouns and Pronouns Final Practice
Directions:  Circle the nouns, and underline the pronouns in each sentence.

1. Yes, you eventually will read and enjoy The Giver, a wonderful science-fiction novel in your curriculum.





(3 nouns; 2 pronouns)

2. Well, we first must cover fictional stories and non-fiction pieces from our literature textbook.








(3 nouns; 2 pronouns)

3. Did she then go to the Magic Kingdom, or did she finally join her daring family at the Islands of Adventure?





(3 nouns; 3 pronouns)

4. Somebody just went into the wrong bathroom, but I quickly knocked on the bathroom door.  Oops!






(2 nouns; 2 pronouns)

5. Their confusion was very clear:  should they drop everything and run, or should they stay and take the entire blame?



(2 nouns; 4 pronouns)

6. Lake Titicaca in Peru and Bolivia has a humorous name, so you might say it incites childish giggling.  Ha, ha!




(5 nouns; 2 pronouns)

7. What!  Nobody can obnoxiously chew bubble gum, lazily wear a baseball cap, openly give an affectionate kiss in the hallways, or rudely interrupt the teacher!

(5 nouns; 1 pronoun)

ADJECTIVES

Exercise One:  Adjectives
Underline each adjective, and draw an arrow to the noun or pronoun it modifies.  Adjectives can describe only nouns or pronouns.
1.  He earned a large salary while working in the local supermarket.

2.  The clock was broken, so she missed the appointment with her favorite dentist.
3.  The meat was rotten, so they had to eat the plain spaghetti.

4.  The group of racetrack gamblers appeared to be stressed-out and tired.

5.  The corridors were dark and silent at night.

6. The woman was angry and upset to hear the terrible news.

7.  The thin, hungry dog looked for a tasty meal.

8.  The tall, athletic girl took the championship shot at the buzzer.

Exercise Two:  Predicate Adjectives
An adjective that precedes the noun/pronoun it modifies is called a descriptive adjective.  An adjective that describes the subject and follows the linking verb is called a predicate adjective. Underline each descriptive adjective, and circle each predicate adjective.  Draw the arrows too.
1.  Her cherished scrapbook was full of special mementos. 
2.  His actions were inexcusable.
3.  The weary soldier looked excited at the thought of rest.

4.  The chocolate cake was both scrumptious and moist.

5.  The rambunctious cat tangled the curtain cords.

6.  The crystal vase shattered on the marble floor.

7.  The teacher became annoyed with the noise level.

8.  The wildlife calendar was stunning.
Exercise Three:  Comparison Adjectives
One-syllable adjectives are made to show degrees of comparison by adding –er and –est to the endings.  For example, small becomes smaller and smallest.  More and most or less and least are used to form comparatives and superlatives when adjectives contain two or more syllables.  For example, handsome becomes more handsome and most handsome.
1.  One of the towers was (high)  _____________________ than the other.
2.  Her suggestion was the (practical) _____________________ of all the solutions.
3.  The noon train was (rapid) _____________________ than any of the others.

4.  Maureen chose the (thick) _____________________ novel of the two.

5.  The print on this copy is the (distinct) _____________________ of any of them.

Exercise Four:  What is an Adjective?
Underline each adjective, and label whether it tells which one, what kind, how many, or how much.
1. The writing was large and plain.
2.  The man walked with a short, rapid stride.
3.  The new desk was spacious, but the old desk was not.

4.  Forty-five doughnuts should suffice.

5.  The fur coat she wore was admired by many friends.

6.  She has to lose only six pounds.

7.  He was true to the varied interests of the many people he served.

8.  During his first term, Cleveland found a large surplus in the government treasury.

9.  The red, white, and blue flag belongs to the American people.
10. This book has very unusual characters.
Conjunctions & Interjections

Exercise One:  Coordinating Conjunctions
Conjunctions join words or groups of words.  Coordinating conjunctions are and, but, or, nor, yet, for, so.  Supply conjunctions in the following sentences.  Write next to each conjunction (W) if it is joining words, (P) if it is joining phrases, which are short groups of words, or (C) if it is joining clauses, which are complete sentences.
1. There are two trails in the rain forest, ____________ hikers can choose a short or long walk.
2.  I intellectually agree ____________ emotionally disagree with your decision.

3.  The child never sees movies rated PG-13 ____________ R.

4.  Did you finish your homework, ____________ did you clean your room?

5.  The child can ride the bike ____________ not climb the tree.

Exercise Two:  Correlative Conjunctions
Correlative conjunctions are paired words that connect single words, phrases, or clauses.  These include both…and; neither…nor; whether…or; either…or; not only…but (also).  Supply the appropriate correlative conjunctions below.  Write next to each pair (W) if it is joining words, (P) if it is joining phrases, which are short groups of words, or (C) if it is joining clauses, which are complete sentences.

1.  He ____________ documents everything, _____________ he keeps copies.

2.  She eats _____________ fish _____________ chicken.

3.  A healthy lifestyle includes _____________ a good diet _____________ regular exercise.

4.  _____________ the tourist office _____________ the tour operator had the information.

5.  Look _____________ under the couch _____________ behind the desk for the coin.

Exercise Three:  Subordinating Conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions join dependent clauses to independent clauses.  You may recognize the dependent clause as introductory words in a sentence.  Common subordinating conjunctions are after, as, before, once, until, whenever, when, while, as if, as though, if, unless, whether, although, than, though, how, where, because, since, whereas, and why.  Join each of the pairs of sentences below into one sentence by using a subordinating conjunction at the beginning or middle.
1.  I whistle.  I work.   __________________________________________________________
2.  No records were kept.  No evidence remains.  ____________________________________

3.  Elaine walks her dog.  Other dogs bark.  ________________________________________

4.  It is summer.  The grass grows fast.  ___________________________________________

5.  Mary had lessons.  She swims better.  __________________________________________

Exercise Four:  Interjections
Interjections express emotion but are not grammatically connected to the sentence.  They are followed by an exclamation point or a comma.  Add interjections below.
1.  _____________!  That really hurts.
2.  The sky is falling, so, ______________, you should run for cover.

3.  _____________, I guess they lived happily ever after.

4.  _____________!  There is a steep drop here.
5.  _____________, you look great in that outfit.

Exercise Five:  Conjunctions and Interjections
Write conj. above each conjunction and interj. above each interjection.

1.  My goodness!  What is going on here, and where is the rest of the cake?

2.  She went home, but, no, she did not cry all night.
3.  Hey, why don’t you be quiet and sit down.

4.  No, Mike is not the strongest wrestler, nor is he the most experienced.

5.  Darn!  I forgot my keys again.

6.  When the magician showed Sam the trick, she shouted, “Wow!”

7.  Because the cat was orphaned, we had to feed it by hand and keep it warm.

8.  Well, are you tired or bored?

VERBS
Exercise One:  Irregular Verbs
Write the past and past participle (have, has, had + verb) form of the following verbs.
PRESENT (Now I…)
PAST TENSE (Yesterday I…)
PAST PARTICIPLE (I have…)
1.  speak


____________________

(have) _______________
2.  begin


____________________

____________________

3.  lie (to rest)

____________________

____________________

4.  lay (to put)

____________________

____________________

5.  rise


____________________

____________________

6.  fly



____________________

____________________

7.  swear


____________________

____________________

8.  shake


____________________

____________________
9.  draw


____________________

____________________

10.  set


____________________

____________________

Exercise Two:  Principal Parts of Verbs
Fill in the present, past or past participle form of the verbs below where needed.
PRESENT (Now I…)
PAST TENSE (Yesterday I…)
PAST PARTICIPLE (I have…)
1.  eat



____________________

have eaten

2.  be (am)


____________________

____________________

3.  _________________
sang




have sung

4.  _________________
____________________

have taught

5.  fight


fought




____________________

6.  _________________
dived or dove


____________________

7.  wring


____________________

have wrung

8.  _________________
____________________

have given

9.  shrink


____________________

____________________

10. burst


burst




____________________



Exercise Three:  Linking Verbs
Linking verbs show being, rather than doing.  They link words that describe or rename the subject to the subject.  You can substitute a linking verb with an equal sign, and the sentence makes sense.  Below, write whether the verb underlined is linking or action.

1.  The roar of the sea was loud.

2.  The roar of the sea was heard for miles.
3.  Valerie appeared on television last night.

4.  Valerie appeared anxious about her exam.

5.  The wasp nest is scary to the children.

6.  One wasp is waiting to sting.
7.  Liz felt her friend’s forehead to check for a fever.

8.  Liam felt uncomfortable on the old couch.

Now, try to underline the linking verbs in these sentences.  Draw a bridge from the subject to

the word that describes or identifies it.

9. Bob was a friendly guy.

10. The lights seem bright to me.

11. She remained cheerful even during the misfortune.

12. The children kept very still.

13. They had been our neighbors for several years.

14. We will keep warm by walking fast.

Exercise Four:  Verbs Final Practice
Directions:  Draw a line beneath all verbs.  Remember that a verb can be more than one word (a verb phrase) such as “was discussed” or “is going.”
1. Yes, you eventually will read and enjoy The Giver, a wonderful science-fiction novel in your curriculum.







(2 verbs)

2.  Well, we first must cover fictional stories and non-fiction pieces from our literature textbook.









(1 verb)

3.   Did she then go to the Magic Kingdom, or did she finally join her daring family at the Islands of Adventure?





(2 verbs)

4.   Somebody just went into the wrong bathroom, but I quickly knocked on the bathroom door.  Oops!








(2 verbs)

5.  Their confusion was very clear:  should they drop everything and run, or should they stay and take the entire blame?





(5 verbs)

6.  Lake Titicaca in Peru and Bolivia has a humorous name, so you might say it incites childish giggling.  Ha, ha!






(3 verbs)

7.  What!  Nobody can obnoxiously chew bubble gum, lazily wear a baseball cap, openly give an affectionate kiss in the hallways, or rudely interrupt the teacher!

(4 verbs)
Exercise Five:  Helping Verbs
A helping (auxiliary) verb is NOT a type of verb.  Merely, it comes before and “helps” an action or a linking verb.  Some helping verbs are have, has, had, do, does, did, can, should, will, and could.  A verb phrase contains at least one helping verb.  Underline the verb phrases.  Remember, adverbs in the middle of a verb phrase should not be underlined.
1.  Elmo has rarely exhibited a bad temper.
2.  The county will try the case next month.
3.  The man had received no driver’s license.

4.  I could not complete the task in that length of time.

5.  Those girls are known as the Baxter twins.

6.  The popularity of that product has quickly risen in the last year.

7.  I have been jogging with my best friend for two years.

8.  Do you know the coach?

Exercise Six:  Verbs and Verb Phrases
Underline all single verbs.  Double underline all verb phrases.
1.  Bob will win the long-distance race.
2.  She smiled and spoke to me.
3.  John never painted his car light blue.

4.  Are you coming with us, or will you wait until later?

5.  I could not erase the ink from the paper.

6.  She is a senior.

7.  The letter was written in Spanish.

8.  Most people did approve of the budget.

9.  The children laughed and cheered the clown.

10. We should go to the mountains.

ADVERBS

Exercise One:  Adverbs Practice 
Directions:  Underline each adverb.  Draw an arrow to the word(s) modified.  On the line, write the question each adverb answers (When? Where? How? How often? To what extent?).
Example:



Jillian sprinted very quickly toward the door.


  very (to what extent)











  quickly (how)         .
1.  Buck is not bloodthirsty.







__________________

2.  Jonas acts quite wisely.







__________________

__________________

3.  Madame Loisel thereafter replaces the fancy necklace.



__________________

4.  In the play, Annie Sullivan is always persistent with Helen Keller.

__________________

5.  Esperanza, who lives on Mango Street, is extremely poor.


__________________

6.  “Did you see Roger trip here?” asks Mrs. Luella Jones.



__________________

7.  Rainsford and Zaroff battle each other very skillfully.



__________________












__________________

8.  Elie Weisel lived through a most terrible horror, the Holocaust.


__________________

9.  Tim and Lizzy Allison bravely try to survive outside in the Adirondacks.
__________________












__________________

10. Is Mrs. Jones too generous in giving Roger money?



__________________

Exercise Two:  Adverbs
Underline the adverbs in the following sentences.  Next to each, write whether the adverb tells when, where, how, how often, or to what extent.
1.  She slept soundly and woke up late.
2.  His mom was awfully proud.
3.  You are running too fast for me to catch up!
4.  Abruptly the music stopped, and immediately the lights went out.

5.  The students reacted well because they received good grades.

6.  It is not important to wait for Charlotte.

7.  Yesterday she took a half hour to finish her lunch.

8.  Frequently, Bob forgets to tie his shoes.

9.  If you listen carefully, you can hear the train.
10.  The truck bounced wildly over the dirt road.

11.  The coffee is extremely hot.
Exercise Three:  Intensifiers
Adverbs that are intensifiers show degree.  Underline only the adverbs that tell “to what extent,” and draw an arrow to the adjectives or other adverbs they intensify.
1.  Scarlet O’Hara’s waist was exceptionally small.
2.  Curry is a spice quite commonly found in Indian food.
3.  I can come with you almost any time.

4.  Cory had a really suspicious look on his face.

5.  She is somewhat smarter than Tyler at math.

Exercise Four:  What is an Adverb?
Underline each adverb, and draw an arrow to the word (a verb, adjective, or other adverb) it describes.  Remember, an adverb acts alone, but a preposition begins a phrase (group of words)
1.  He skillfully drew the pictures.
2.  We were not chosen as delegates.
3.  We seldom saw the neighbors next door.

4.  We turned around and drove back to the house.

5.  Today Sally will go to the movies.

6.  The huge trucks drove loudly down the street.
7.  The elevator went down.

8.  Scott almost never misses school.

Exercise Five:  Adjectives and Adverbs Final Practice
Directions:  Star the adjectives, and box the adverbs in each sentence.

Note:  Do not include “a, an, the” as adjectives in your count.  Leave them unmarked.

1.  Yes, you eventually will read and enjoy The Giver, a wonderful science-fiction novel in your curriculum.







(2 adjectives; 1 adverb)

2.  Well, we first must cover fictional stories and non-fiction pieces from our literature textbook.









(3 adjectives; 1 adverb)

3.  Did she then go to the Magic Kingdom, or did she finally join her daring family at the Islands of Adventure?






(2 adjectives; 2 adverbs)

4.  Somebody just went into the wrong bathroom, but I quickly knocked on the bathroom door.  Oops!








(2 adjectives; 2 adverbs)

5.  Their confusion was very clear:  should they drop everything and run, or should they stay and take the entire blame?





(2 adjectives; 1 adverb)

6.  Lake Titicaca in Peru and Bolivia has a humorous name, so you might say it incites childish giggling.  Ha, ha!






(2 adjectives; 0 adverbs)

7.  What!  Nobody can obnoxiously chew bubble gum, lazily wear a baseball cap, openly give an affectionate kiss in the hallways, or rudely interrupt the teacher!

(3 adjectives; 4 adverbs)

PREPOSITIONS

Exercise One:  Identifying Prepositions
Prepositions show the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in the sentence.  Prepositions show position or relationship and ALWAYS introduce a phrase.  Add prepositions below, and underline the noun or pronoun that is the object of the preposition.
1. The memorable part was sung _________________ the amazing tenor.
2.  The inconspicuous woman _________________ the blue dress shoplifted a watch.
3.  The coffee _________________ Brazil was the most aromatic.

4.  The book was _________________ the War of the Roses.

5.  The whole class is going _________________ the teacher.

6.  The news spread _________________ the countryside.

7.  No one knew what was _________________ those mountains.

8.  The unearthly noise _________________ the house unnerved everyone.

9.  The remote was firmly lodged _________________ the cushions.

10. I wondered what was happening _________________ the huddle.

Exercise Two:  Prepositions Versus Adverbs
Both adverbs and prepositions can tell where or when.  Label the underlined word as a preposition if it starts a phrase or an adverb if it stands alone.
1.  A caterpillar crawled up the stalk.
2.  It was so sunny that I could not look up.
3.  Andy fell in the mud puddle.

4.  He ate a piece of my cookie.

5.  Who is the woman with the red hair?

6.  Put the test down, and finish it tomorrow.

7.  It will undoubtedly rain before morning.

8.  The shrubs are blocking the window, so I cannot see out.
9.  Dan hid behind the palm tree.

10.  He had never lied before.

Exercise Three:  What is a Preposition?
Underline each prepositional phrase, and double underline each adverb.
1.  I did not feel lost without my books.
2.  He never found the money inside the purse.
3.  Tomorrow Anna will walk down the street to the store.

4.  Through the window I seldom saw fields of frolicking deer.

5.  Helen walked slowly between two of her brothers.

6.  She later fell off the ladder.

7.  Do you have another very small lamp like this?

8.  She looked around and then dove into the pool.

9.  Jane fell down as she came down the steps of the library.

10.  Bob, go inside and look inside the drawer for the money.

Exercise Four:  Conjunctions, Interjections, and Prepositions Final Practice
Directions:  Double underline each conjunction; check mark any interjections; put a triangle over each preposition found in every sentence.

1.  Yes, you eventually will read and enjoy The Giver, a wonderful science-fiction novel in your curriculum.







(1 conj.; 1 interj.; 1 prep.)

2.  Well, we first must cover fictional stories and non-fiction pieces from our literature textbook.









(1 conj.; 1 interj.; 1 prep.)

3.  Did she then go to the Magic Kingdom, or did she finally join her daring family at the Islands of Adventure?






(1 conj.; 0 interj.; 3 prep.)

4.  Somebody just went into the wrong bathroom, but I quickly knocked on the bathroom door.  Oops!








(1 conj.; 1 interj.; 2 prep.)
5.  Their confusion was very clear:  should they drop everything and run, or should they stay and take the entire blame?





(3 conj.; 0 interj.; 0 prep.)

6.  Lake Titicaca in Peru and Bolivia has a humorous name, so you might say it incites childish giggling.  Ha, ha!






(2 conj.; 1 interj.; 1 prep.)

7.  What!  Nobody can obnoxiously chew bubble gum, lazily wear a baseball cap, openly give an affectionate kiss in the hallways, or rudely interrupt the teacher!

(1 conj.; 1 interj.; 1 prep.)
1

