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The Odyssey
Side-by-side Journal Writing


Directions:  Read each question or prompt on the left side.  Show your ability to recall, comprehend, apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the epic text by responding on the right.



	Question or Prompt
	Your Response

	
Describe the relationship between Odysseus and Athena.

	

	
Explain your definition of a hero.  Name a hero in your life and why he/she is one.

	

	
Explain why you think a poem as old as The Odyssey might still be valuable today.

	

	
Why do all societies contain myths or stories that feature “the journey”?

	

	
Describe a journey you once took.  What did you learn from the experience?

	

	
Analyze the qualities that make Odysseus (1) a good leader and (2) a good friend.

	

	
Identify Odysseus’s flaw(s).  Why did Homer include a hero with weakness?

	

	
What are your strengths and weaknesses?  Describe them & how they affect your life.

	

	
Do you believe in guardian angels?  Compare Athena to a guardian angel.

	

	
Odysseus faces monsters & other adversaries.  What are everyday hazards you face?

	

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Examine the epic’s women (Calypso, Naussica, Circe, Penelope).  What do their gender roles reveal?
	

	
Assess the topic of “fate versus free will” in Odysseus’s journey.

	

	
One theme is that Odysseus is a symbol of every human.  What do you think?

	

	
A theme is that relationships sustain us.  What relation-ships are key for Odysseus?

	

	
The Odyssey has captivated readers for 3,000 years.  Name 5 appealing elements.

	

	
Decide how hope and suffering each plays a role in a person’s life.

	

	
Predict what each character will learn through his journey:  Odysseus and Telemachus.

	



