Fall CP Literature Circle Choices
Ship Breaker
By Paolo Bacigalupi
Genre:  

science fiction

Setting: 


the Gulf Coast

New Orleans

future
Protagonists:


Nailer and Nita, teens
Main conflicts:

        character vs. nature

        character vs. characters

Plot summary:

     Grounded oil tankers are being broken down for parts by crews of young people. Nailer works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to make quota and hopefully live to see another day. He discovers an exquisite clipper ship beached during a storm and faces the most important decision of his life: strip the ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor.
Best described as:

 “thrilling, gritty, suspenseful”

Passages:

“Nailer slid slowly along the wall, questing down into the murk with his toes, feeling for some bump or ledge that would tell him a door lay below.”
“Anyway, they don’t really care if she’s alive or dead.  If I sell her for spare parts to the Harvesters, it’s all the same to them.  She might have been a swank once.  But she’s scavenge now.”  

“What makes you think some lower-deck grease monkey has a chance with a girl like that?”

The Messenger

By Lois Lowry

Genre:  

science fiction

Setting: 


Village

Forest (the border)

future

Protagonist:

Teenage Matty

Main conflict:


character vs. nature

Plot summary:

     Matty, under the care of a blind man named Seer, hopes to be named “Messenger” in his futuristic community.  Strange happenings in Village result in a fear of outsiders, so Matty must warn travelers that Village will close in a matter of weeks.  As he travels through the dangerous Forest, he realizes he has an emerging special power.

Best described as:

  “surreal, mystical, easy to

   read”

Passages:

“Sometimes Forest closed in and entangled people who had tried to travel beyond…but it knew that Matty’s travels were benign and necessary…he was special to Forest.”

“Matty placed his left hand on the mother dog, his right on the puppy, and willed them to live.”

“Village would close in three weeks…he had just enough time to rest, collect food for the return journey, and persuade Kira to come with him.”

Speak
By Laurie Halse Anderson
Genre:  

         young adult fiction
Setting: 


high school

freshman year

2000’s
Protagonist:

14-yr.-old Melinda 
Main conflict:

          character vs. character
Plot summary:

Divided into the marking periods of a school year, the novel begins on Melinda’s first day of high school.  No one will sit with her on the bus. At school, students call her names and harass her.  Her best friends from junior high scatter to different cliques.  She is alone and mute, and there is a reason she won’t speak… 

Best described as:

  “quirky, realistic, disturbing”
Passages:

“We fall into clans: Jocks, Country Clubbers, Idiot Savants, Cheerleaders, Human Waste, Eurotrash, Future Fascists of America, Big Hair Chix, the Marthas, Suffering Artists, Thespians, Goths, and Shredders.  I am clanless.”
“When people don't express themselves, they die one piece at a time. You'd be shocked at how many adults are really dead inside -- walking through their days with no idea who they are, just waiting for a heart attack or cancer or a Mack truck to come along and finish the job. It's the saddest thing I know."

If I Stay
By Gayle Forman
Genre:

          young adult fiction
Setting:


Oregon

hospital

winter/2000’s
Protagonist:


Mia, teenager
Main conflict:


character vs. nature
Plot summary:

Mia has everything—a loving family, caring boyfriend, a future as a cellist until an event changes her life forever.  Caught between life and death, she visits her past in flashbacks and gathers courage to make the most important decision of her life.
Best described as:

  “moving, bittersweet”
Passages:

“I let out a huge exhale, as though I’ve been holding my breath for the last twenty minutes.  After seeing myself in that ditch, I had not been able to look for Teddy.”

“This is the you that I like…the same you I was in love with yesterday, the same you I’ll be in love with tomorrow.”
“I don’t want to see him now.  I mean, of course I do.  I ache to.  But I know if I see him, I’m going to lose the last wisp of peacefulness that Gramps gave me when he told me it was okay to go.”
Thirteen Reasons Why
By Jay Asher

Genre:

          young adult fiction
Setting:


small city


high school


present time

Protagonists:


Clay and Hannah

Main conflict:


character vs. society

Plot summary:

Clay Jensen doesn’t want anything to do with the tapes Hannah Baker left behind.  Hannah is dead.  Then, Hannah’s voice tells Clay that his name is on the tapes and that he and twelve others were involved in her death.  

Best described as:

 “mesmerizing, life-changing”

Passages:

“Each tape has a dark blue number painted in the upper right-hand corner, possibly with nail polish.”
“Except I did give myself away to you, Zach.  You knew I wrote that note in Mrs. Bradley’s bag.  You had to.  She took it out of the bag and read it the day after I caught you.”
“I’m sorry.  Is this getting too graphic for some of you?  Too bad.  When you were done, Bryce, I got out of the hot tub and walked two houses away.  The night was over.”
Revolver
By Marcus Sedgwick
Genre:  

historical fiction
adventure

Setting: 


Alaska and Sweden

Gold Rush


1899 & 1910 (alternating)
Protagonists:


Sig & his sister Anna
Main conflict:


character vs. character
Plot summary:

     
In an isolated cabin in the Arctic, 14-year-old Sig is alone with the fresh corpse of his father.  An enormous stranger comes to the door claiming to have been wronged by Sig’s father.  Sig knows nothing about this man’s missing gold, but he knows he needs the Colt revolver hidden in the cabin.
Best described as:

  “suspenseful, bone-chilling”

Passages:

“Sig had heard stories that when you freeze to death, the last thing you feel is a wonderful warmth spread through your whole body, filling you with joy.  He hoped it was like that for his father.”
“He swore again and swung a fist at Sig, catching the side of his head.  The blow sent Sig reeling, and he was immediately sick on the floor.  As he rolled away from the mess, Wolff straddled him, one foot on either side of his body.”
Twisted

By Laurie Halse Anderson

Genre:


young adult fiction

Setting:


high school


senior year


2000’s

Protagonist:

18-yr.-old Tyler 

Main conflict:


character vs. himself

Plot summary:

     After being sentenced to a summer of character building physical labor following a graffiti prank, Tyler Miller’s reputation at school receives a boost.  Enter super-popular Bethany Milbury, sister of his tormentor, Chip. Teenage concerns with sex, alcohol, grades, and family are all tackled with honesty.

Best described as:

  “relatable, high-interest”

Passages:

“I’m not the problem here…I’m tired of feeling like I am."

“People had ignored me when I was Nerd Boy, but that changed after I got arrested.”

“My bottom lip was swollen and split, crusted with dried blood, but it looked more like I had walked into a door than being jumped by three guys.”

“I am so sorry. I wish you knew even one tenth of one percent of how sorry I am. ...It was my fault. Can I kill myself here, or should I do it outside, so the mess on your carpet doesn't upset your mother?”

Night

By Elie Wiesel

Genre:


nonfiction


historical

Setting:


Europe


Nazi death camps


1944

Protagonist:


the author, as a young

Jewish boy

Main conflict:


character vs. society

Plot summary:

     The author recounts the 

real-life torture he, his family,  and his people faced at the hands of the Nazis during World War II.  He describes the

inconceivable horror of the Auschwitz concentration camp and beyond.

Best described as:

“terrifying, painful, important”

Passages:

“And I did not know that in that place, at that moment, I was parting from my mother and sister forever.  I went on walking.  My father held onto my hand.”

“Not far from us, flames were leaping up from a ditch, gigantic flames.  They were burning something.  A lorry drew up at the pit and delivered its load—little children…”

 “Then the whole camp had to march past the hanged man and stare at the dimmed eyes, the
