Name:  _______________________________

Argumentative Essay Assignment

Literary Analysis of The Giver

Description:  

You will have another opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of Lois Lowry’s The Giver by writing an essay.  A five-paragraph essay is comprised of one introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and one conclusive paragraph.  In the future you can use the format you will practice here to write an essay in any subject.  You can use the same format and adjust the number of body paragraphs as needed.

Audience and Purpose:

This is a formal essay written to your teacher from a third-person point-of-view.  Requirements of a formal piece of writing include the following:  spell out contractions, spell out numbers less than one hundred, and do not use slang.  Avoid personal pronouns—no “I” or “you” in the essay.  The main purposes of this composition are to persuade and to inform the reader.

Focus Correction Areas:

Development
     1.  Underline the thesis statement in the introduction

30pts.

2. Provide 3 main examples 

  (3 body paragraphs w/details & at least 3 documented quotes)
40pts.

Conventions
     3.  Complete sentences (no fragments/run-ons)


15pts.



     4.  Capitalization  (all capitalization rules)



15pts.

    Honors add:   5.  Consistent verb tense=present tense  (-5 points per error)

     Honors add:
 6.  Correct direct quotations (punctuation & incorporation)  (-5 pts. per error)
*Bonus Points:  Grow your vocabulary!  You really can earn brownie points by using up to five daily vocabulary or list vocabulary words in your essay.  For each stellar vocabulary word, up to five, you can earn a bonus point!  Underline the vocabulary words in context.
*Reminder to all:  Do not forget the FCA “givens” (to, too, two, their, they’re, there, its, it’s, then, than, whose, who’s, your, you’re, a lot, all right).  You will lose points for each error.  Included in the “givens” is setting up your paper properly (final draft format).
Further Information:

1. Thesis statement:  A thesis statement is like a topic sentence.  However, instead of 
stating the main idea in a paragraph, a thesis statement states the main idea in an entire essay.  You must establish in the last sentence of the introduction the topic you will prove in the essay.  You must prove the “thesis” in the way you would prove the “hypothesis” of a lab experiment—with reasons, examples, and details.

2. Body:  You must use examples from your book to prove the theme you choose.  Use clear, supporting details and facts from the story to prove your points.  One surefire way to prove your point is to quote an actual sentence or two from the book.  For example, pretend you want to prove that growing up in Jonas’ community is a difficult experience.  You could incorporate a direct quotation into one of your body paragraphs in the following manner:

Just as Jonas finds it difficult to cope with the memories of pain, the Giver reveals how his daughter Rosemary once could not handle the process of re-learning the community’s memories.  The Giver confirms that Rosemary was so distraught over her role as Receiver that she committed assisted suicide.  She could not bear the burden of storing the community’s stress, anger, and violence.  The Giver explains her death to Jonas, “I listened as Rosemary told them that she would prefer to inject herself” (151).  The Giver is pained to remember how his daughter sacrificed herself because of her society’s selfishness in wanting a “perfect” life.
3. Format:
Introduction (one paragraph)
*Has an attention-grabbing opening 






*Provides background information






*Avoids personal pronouns (No I, you, we) 






*Announces the topic in a thesis

 

Body (several paragraphs)
*Proves the thesis statement






*Supports topic with evidence 






*Provides paraphrased information and direct

  evidence (quotes) 

 

Conclusion (one paragraph)
*Re-states the topic/thesis in a new way 






*Summarizes the main points






*Avoids personal pronouns (No I, you, we)






*Explains what the reader learns from text 






*Leaves the reader with a statement or an interesting

  thought about the text/topic

4. Please note:  One last reminder is to use the present tense when referring to the events in the novel.  The events in The Giver are fiction, not history!  Therefore, you cannot talk about the events in the story as having happened in the past.  You must write in the present tense as follows:  “In The Giver Jonas discovers that he is the new Receiver of Memory and lives a secret life while learning about his community’s past.”   You must NOT write about the novel in the past tense:  “In The Giver Jonas discovered that he was the new Receiver of Memory and lived a secret life while learning about his community’s past.”

