Name:  _________________________


Choose one of these topics for a five-paragraph (or more) essay:
1.  Diversity:  A major theme shown by the lack of difference in The Giver is that diversity, and the choice to be different, is extremely important.  How is Sameness a seemingly positive concept that the reader is eventually led to realize is negative?  Jonas’ utopia does not allow for many types of diversity:  racial or ethnic diversity, intellectual diversity, emotional diversity, and physical diversity.  In the first body paragraph, consider why Jonas and the rest of the community members have been taught that it is best for everyone to be the same.  What are some of the societal problems that Jonas’ people have successfully eliminated?  Follow up with a paragraph on how Jonas realizes Sameness is flawed once he sees contrasts as Receiver (pain vs. pleasure, grey vs. color, detachment vs. love).  Finally, explain how Jonas will seek another community that celebrates racial, intellectual, emotional, and physical diversity while simultaneously trying to return some diversity back to his people. 
2.  Conformity: One theme in The Giver is how too much conformity, or obedience, is a burden.  The individual must conform to the strict rules of the society, so how much do Jonas’ people lose of themselves to have a peaceful existence?  Write about how the government of the community tries to keep its citizens ignorant so that they can be easily controlled.  In the first body paragraph, define conformity and the laws of Sameness in the book.  In a second body paragraph, explain why the government has expected utter conformity of its citizens and how it maintains control and order.  In another body paragraph, perhaps discuss how the community members suffer to live free of problems and choices.  Consider the government’s control of books, history, emotions, and science.  Lastly, explain how Jonas arrives at his decision to rebel against his government and what a new world would mean for him and Gabe.
3.  Deceit:  The Giver is also about deceit in the name of honesty and truth.  The reader can infer that many community members have jobs where lying is secretly permitted.  Write about the following theme in The Giver:  deceit harms friends, family, and community.  In the first body paragraph, discuss how the community goes to great lengths to ensure harmony.  Nobody knows about the secret memories, the past.  Everyone believes that everyone is open and honest, including Jonas, until he becomes Receiver.  This affects his friendships with Fiona and Asher.  Then, analyze how a lack of honesty, knowledge, and biological connections prevent community members from establishing close, honest relationships with their family members.  Lastly, describe the significance of the climax when Jonas is crushed by his father’s deceit and how he must save his community from itself.
4.  Dystopia: The Giver is at first about Jonas’ life in a utopia.  A major theme in The Giver is that sometimes what a person envisions as ideal is really not so perfect.  Write about how Jonas’ utopia unravels before his eyes as he receives wisdom.  Provide three examples of how Jonas realizes that his utopia is really a dystopia or a malfunctioning place.  This topic is so broad that, in writing about a dystopia, you might incorporate pieces of the other topics in this essay.  For example, your thesis might be that Jonas’ community is truly a dystopia because of the expectations of conformity, Sameness, and deceit.  Then, each of the three body paragraphs will be about (1) conformity, (2) Sameness, and (3) deceit and all of the negative implications for each example.
5.  Jonas & Giver: The Giver is also about comparisons and contrasts.  A theme in the novel is that wisdom comes from both the old and the young.  Write about how the characters of Jonas and the Giver are similar and different.  Refer to the topic of wisdom when analyzing each character.  You might want to consider introducing Jonas and the Giver as characters, explaining how they are different (contrast), and then discussing how they are similar (comparison).  Are they both wise and foolish?  Ultimately, who ends up being more courageous and more willing to make change?  Overall, are they more different than similar or more similar than different?
6.  Freedom & Security:  A major theme in The Giver is that security and freedom are a balancing act.  The people of the community relinquish almost all of their freedoms to remain totally protected from experiencing danger, negative feelings, and mistakes.  Write about a life that is perfectly safe versus a life that is unsafe but free.  In the first body paragraph, perhaps define freedom (choice) and security (emotional, intellectual, and physical safety).  What are the benefits to having total security in Jonas’ world?  In the second body paragraph, explain that when Jonas becomes Receiver, he finds out that giving up some security means one have choices in life. In the last body paragraph, address how the absolute security and absence of freedom in Jonas’ community end up backfiring.  How are citizens of the United States, which is built on democracy, better off having more freedom than security?
7.  Coming of Age:  A final theme in The Giver is that growing up and assuming responsibility are both highly difficult.  You might wish to write solely about Jonas’ rather speedy transition from childhood to young adulthood.  Or, you might tackle this topic by picking three different characters (such as Jonas, Asher, and Rosemary) in this story who discover the burden that comes with maturing and assuming responsibility at an early age in this novel’s society.  You may even wish to compare growing up in Jonas’ community to coming of age in Amesbury’s community!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sample introductory paragraph:


Imagine a world where people regularly exist without emotions.  Men, women, and children are surrounded by a flat, colorless, sunless environment.  Surprisingly, these people are content to live without freedom, diversity, and feelings.  Indeed, the community members follow directions heard through loud speakers and smile vacantly.  This is the community in The Giver, a futuristic science-fiction novel by Lois Lowry.  In this novel, the protagonist named Jonas must re-learn his society's history and then struggle with the wisdom this brings.  Jonas’ community is unmistakably a dystopia rather than a utopia because of the expectations that individuals will conform blindly to the rules, live without diversity, and accept deception. 
Note:  I have asked you to underline your thesis statement as a practice exercise just for this assignment.  In subsequent essays, you do NOT need to underline your thesis.
