THE GIVER
APPLYING LITERARY TERMS
CLASS NOTES


1.  Science fiction	a fantasized place and time where the normal laws of science are altered

2.  Utopia		a perfect society where there is no conflict, pain, or difference

3.  Lois Lowry	*  Born in 1937 in Honolulu, Hawaii (lives in Cambridge, Mass.);
*  Her father & husband in military…moved a lot (interested in foreign settings);
*  Won Newbery Award for The Giver and Number the Stars; 
*  Photographer (interested in the visual); 
*  Father had Alzheimer’s (interested in concept of memory)

4.  Setting		Earthly utopian community in the future

5.  Point of view	third-person limited (limited to what Jonas thinks/feels)

6.  Conformity 	Sameness=obedience and no difference.  People conform to the rules 
of Sameness or are released outside the community.

7. Rites of passage milestones that mark a transition in life such as turning 18 or getting
married.  The rites of passage in this book are the age ceremonies.  Everyone receives the same items at the same time (age one=name and family; age seven=hair ribbons and a front-button jacket; age eight= jacket with pockets and volunteer hours; age nine=bike; age ten=hair cut; age eleven=bra; age twelve=job).

8. Allusion		Jonas=Biblical allusion to Jonah, a rebel prophet who refused God’s
command to punish a city.  Gabe=Biblical allusion to Gabriel, an angel and divine messenger

9. Protagonist 	twelve-year-old Jonas, who faces Sameness

10. Antagonist  	the community’s rule of Sameness—no freedom, choice, or individuality

11. Mood  		dreary, anxious, curious, cold            (tone=neutral)


12.  Euphemism 	a kinder way of saying something harsh (passed away instead of died)
Release=a euphemism for murder by lethal injection (They murder anyone who is  too rebellious, imperfect, different, or too old.)

13.  Release 	Pros = Healthy and agreeable people and a controlled population
			Cons = No diversity, acceptance of difference, or humanity  (dishonesty!)

14.  Situational irony Jonas can receive and hold knowledge, but he cannot share it!

15. Exposition (plot) The reader is introduced to Jonas, hears story of pilot, takes a visual
   			walk around the community

16. Conflicts (plot)	Jonas vs. society; Jonas vs. Giver; Jonas vs. Assignment (the past); 
Jonas vs. parents; Jonas vs. himself; Giver vs. himself; Jonas vs. nature

17. Rising action (plot) Before the first climax:  Gabe comes to live with family; Jonas does school and volunteer work with friends; Jonas awaits his Life Assignment.  Before the second climax:  Jonas learns his job and about the past; the family tries to help Gabe

18. Climaxes(plot)	Ceremony of Twelve; Jonas sees his father kill (release) a twin baby

19. Falling action (plot) After first climax: Jonas starts to feel different and alone in his new role  After second climax:  Jonas betrayed by father; Jonas and Giver decide what to do

20. Resolution (plot) none…a cliffhanger 

[bookmark: _GoBack]21. Themes		We must treasure individuality.
			To understand pleasure, you need pain.
			Having choices means accepting mistakes.
			Diversity is richer than Sameness.
			A world without conflict does not exist.
			Knowing about the past is vital.

