Revising/Proofreading Checklist

The Giver Essay

Introductory Paragraph
· Contains an interesting lead sentence
· Creatively introduces the setting/plot of the novel (and title: Lowry’s The Giver)
· Has a clear thesis statement (topic to be argued) at end of introduction
· Composed of at least five sentences

· Avoids personal points-of-view (no use of I, we, you).

Body Paragraphs
· Has two to four middle paragraphs in a logical order (and indented)

· Connects paragraphs with transition words/phrases

· Includes R.E.D. (reasons, examples, and details) from the book

· Incorporates direct quotations from the book w/tags (The narrator states, “…”)
· Cites the page number of the quote in parentheses after the quotation marks but before the period.  Ex.)  The narrator shares, “He wanted his childhood again” (121).
· Includes precise wording (sophisticated nouns & verbs)
· Avoids boring words such as thing, good, bad, stuff, big, small, etc.

· Does not just summarize the book but argues the point stated in the thesis
· Refers to the events in the novel in the present tense, not past!
Conclusion
· Restates the theme/topic (Again, do not use personal pronouns)
· Summarizes points and reveals what the reader learns through Jonas
· Makes a clever statement that wraps up the essay or poses a question
· Composed of at least five sentences

Whole Draft
· Does not have run-ons or fragments

· Has capital letters for names and particular places and the words Lois Lowry capitalized (Sameness, Life Assignment, The Giver, Receiver of Memory, etc.)
· Has commas for pauses and semi-colons for strong pauses
· Uses apostrophes only in possessive nouns (Gabriel's fussiness)

· Spells out contractions (In formal writing…don't = do not) and numbers < 100 (11=eleven)
· Has acceptable spelling (check the “Givens” or “No Excuses” FCAs)
· Has been read aloud twice by you

· Has a single-spaced heading, a title not underlined, & a double-spaced body
