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The Internet harbors immense power. It spans oceans and bridges cultures, unites people and broadens knowledge. Social media sites are defined as websites and applications—such as Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, and Linkedin—that enable users to create and share content or to participate in social networking. They can help organize mass events. They can spark new ideas. They can reunite families. For instance, a simple Facebook message once linked identical twins separated at birth who were living on separate continents and unaware of each other’s existence for twenty years. Also, Twitter has spread life-saving alerts on Iranian police crackdowns during a mass protest (“Online Social” 1). The Internet is now available to an enormous number of people and is important to many lives. Perhaps the most common Internet usage, social media sites have a positive impact on life because they connect both new and old friends, spread political campaigns and ideas, and build computer skills in users.
Social media friends are sometimes scorned. It is a popular opinion that they comprise a nameless audience and that the Internet user is either deceived or ignored by his or her mass of followers or friends. However, these online friendships are often very real. Social media sites connect people with similar interests—whether those are sports, foreign cuisine, crafting, beauty products, or any other imaginable hobby. Lasting and very real friendships are established quickly, often between people who may not have met otherwise. This network of people can have a very positive effect in real life, too; digital friends have been proven to help with exercise, dieting, quitting smoking, and more (“ProCon” 2). Life satisfaction has been shown to increase through cybersocializing (“ProCon” 2). Friends can inform each other and involve each other in online groups such as charities and organizations. Users can join groups and share experiences, thoughts, and questions online. Rahul Parikh, a California pediatric-
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ian, writes: “[Teens are] finding new ways to express themselves and pioneering new rules of social behavior through blogging, movie making and podcasting” (Parikh 2). Sites such as Facebook and Twitter offer many outlets for creativity and collaboration on any topic. New doors are opening for teens and adults alike now that friendship is not confined to the barriers of country borders or even oceans.
Just as these sites can be used to make new friends, they help users to stay connected with family and schools. Seventy percent of adults on social media, in fact, use the sites mainly to keep in touch with family and friends (“ProCon” 1). With the majority of people logged onto social media, it is easier to keep friendships from breaking apart or keep family members from being forgotten. Senior citizens who have more difficulty getting around to socialize can turn to computers to communicate. They feel happier in general with social media in their lives, and the seventy-four-and-older group is the fastest growing one on the Internet (“ProCon” 3). Additionally, Twitter, Facebook, Wiki, virtual chat, blogs, Google Drive, Skype, Tumblr, and Facebook are being used to forge connection between parents and schools that is immediate and free (Fleming 1). For example, Devin Vodicka, Superintendent of the Vista school district in San Diego, uses “social media to improve district communication with parents and staff members” (Fleming 2). All kinds of people can now be linked online—making friendships and sharing ideas in revolutionary new ways. 
The political battlefield is another area widely affected by social media. It is often difficult to inform citizens of pressing issues in their town, city, or country, as well as persuade 
them to vote. With the aid of social media, however, political figures are able to interact with voters and spread their campaign ideas (Khadaroo 1). Many of those voters are 
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young, and social media encourages maturity in teens by “allowing them to connect with others, learn, and even advocate for a better world” (Parikh 2). Seeing that online friends have voted—or otherwise participated in local or national politics—can be a big motivator. Research by the ProCon organization reveals, “During the 2012 presidential election, twenty-two percent of registered voters posted about how they voted on Facebook or Twitter…and twenty percent encouraged others to vote via social networking sites” (“ProCon” 3). For these reasons, social media is a strong player in politics. Even just using Facebook has been shown to boost voter counts; users are forty-three percent more likely to plan on voting and are two and a half times more likely to attend a rally (“ProCon” 2). Opinions on political matters can also be formed with the wide range of information accessible via social media. Different viewpoints often make the user reconsider and give thought to their political choices. Over fifty-seven percent of teenagers say they are regularly exposed to new ideas on the sites (Khadaroo 1). With all its influence, social media is dramatically rising in political importance. 
The use of social media can also brighten the futures of those who spend time on it. Lauren Gerber, a writer who specializes in current technology, indicates, “[Teenagers are] acquiring new computer skills each day…even simply going on Facebook is teaching [them] how to use the Internet to their advantage” (Gerber 1). The computer industry is ever growing, and basic computer knowledge is a must for most careers. According to research, jobs in the technology field are increasing in availability according (“ProCon” 2). Very profitable careers in the industry have become increasingly popular, and the more computer skills one has, 
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the more likely an individual is able to secure a job in this market. Furthermore, Wired.com writer Curtis Silver points out, “Businesses hire social media experts to guide them onto the Internet to promote their service and/or product” (“The Fear” 2). The ability to use a computer effectively is something many ordinary employers consider when hiring, so cyberskills are not only helpful but may be necessary.
When used correctly, the Internet has astounding potential. It fosters connections and lasting friendships that are not affected by distance. Social media spreads political ideas and strengthens campaigns. These sites persuade citizens to take action. They also help to build 
computer skills for today’s digital world. Two twin sisters separated at birth, one raised in London and the other in Los Angeles, can now chat online or in person about their years apart. If it were not for social media, it would be unlikely that their paths would have crossed at all. This demonstrates the amazing power held by the Internet. Now that two friends can discuss knitting from oceans away and people from numerous countries are able to share ideas on scientific theories, a lot of knowledge and social satisfaction may be gained. With so many people collaborating, ideas can evolve faster than ever before. Social media will continue to grow and expand the world views of users and make the online world an informative and exciting place.
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