I  Fiction
Your Name :_____________________

 Due Date:  ____________________
For this assignment, you will work on writing and re-writing an original short story!  Hopefully, your work on this piece will be an ongoing, enjoyable process, rather than just another stressful “thing” to do for school.  Maybe you will produce a satisfying piece of fiction!  In this piece you can showcase the voice of your writing—its special flavor, style, & personality.  
	tasks
	results/ideas

	What genre of short story will you write—a suspense thriller, comedy, horror story, mystery, fantasy, adventure, ghost story, gothic tale, allegory, folktale, spy story, romance, western, or science fiction?  Think about the tone and mood for your story.  
	

	Decide upon a setting or settings for your story.  Include a picture or pictures of your setting(s) in a cover page for your whole story.  The setting(s) can be unusual, typical, exotic, historical, futuristic, famous, or invented.  Consider a time of day, year, decade, season.
	

	Cut out, or cut and paste from Google, several images of characters  featured in your story onto your cover page.  Consider physique, emotions, personality, age, race, class, gender.
	

	Decide which characters will be main characters.  Who will be the protagonist, antagonist (if human), foils, friends, enemies?  Through whose point of view will the story be told?  Narrator?
	

	Derive at least one main conflict.  What goals or challenges will the protagonist have?  (society, nature, person, him/herself)
	

	Can you think of a beginning, middle, and end?  Jot down in just a few sentences a plot “in a nutshell.”  Classic plots= quest, abduction, self-destruction, escape, betrayal, conspiracy, journey, disaster, ambition, hoax, rescue, revenge, sacrifice, madness, pursuit, mystery, romance, temptation, war.
	

	Imagine the peaks and valleys in your story.  Will there be more than one climax in the plot?  Will you include a happy ending, no resolution, alternate endings, or catastrophe?
	

	Figure out how you will make your writing stand out with voice.  Include dialogue (in quotes) or internal monologue (in italics). Weave in figurative language—simile, personification, metaphor.  Use memorable vocabulary. Balance sensory/action details.
	

	Involve theme in your planning.  Will there be more than one theme?  Every good story has a point, even if it is not serious!
	

	Use the writing process.  Peer edit:  ask a friend to comment on it.  Ask a parent to read it over.  Proofread, proofread, proofread.
	


