


1.  You already scanned the novel for important quotations.

2.  Do not just “stick” the quote in the paragraph.  Add explanations before and after the quotation.

3.  Provide a tag before the quote that puts it in context.  Who says the quote?  At what point in the book is this said?  Include the page number in parentheses before the period.

4.  Do not end a paragraph with a quotation.  You must follow the quotation with a sentence (or two) that continues to explain it.
  
Example One:
When Jonas receives his Life Assignment as Receiver of Memory, he learns that his people once lived with fewer rules and regulations.  As The Giver transmits to him memories of the past, he learns about sun, snow, love, and hate.  The Giver explains to Jonas how and why his people decided to control emotions and weather.  He says, “And unpredictable weather made transportation almost impossible at times.  It was not a practical thing so it became obsolete with Sameness" (84).  Jonas becomes curious about other ways of living.  He is interested in family, holidays, and colors.  He questions, “Why did colors disappear?”  The Giver responds, “Our people made that choice, the choice to go to Sameness” (95).  Without color and emotion, there is little individuality or freedom of expression.  That his people merely follow the rules of Sameness is enough to make him angry, enough to make him challenge the Elders’ strict control.

Example Two:
Jonas is a twelve-year-old boy living in a utopia and accepting of its many rules and regulations for fear of chastisement.  His people hold a ceremony each year to reveal the Assignments decided by the government and given to all twelve-year-olds.  Most of the jobs are mundane but crucial to the upkeep of the community; however, Jonas is given the unique job as the Receiver of Memory.  The reader first discovers the issue of deceit when Jonas reads over the rules for his Life Assignment and is told, “You may lie” (71).  Jonas is completely stricken by this allowance.  He wonders who else can lie, according to their jobs’ secret functions.  People who nurture the babies or who work with the elderly, for example, know a most dangerous lie.  They know the term release does not mean to take a misfit baby or a sickly adult to another place called Elsewhere.  They know release is death by lethal injection at the hands of those who work with infants or the elderly.  Through the memories he receives, Jonas begins to realize that the very Elders he has been taught to lionize his whole life have promoted secrecy.  There is a vast vault of memories involving emotions, colors, holidays, and differences that have been kept locked away from most citizens.  There is also the horrible secret of release.
