Name:  _______________________


· “Dog Star” by Arthur Clarke (p. 32 +)
·  “The Lady, or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton (p. 297 +)
· “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst (p. 342 +)
· “A Sound of Thunder” by Ray Bradbury (p. 498 +)
·  “Beware of the Dog” by Roald Dahl (p. 590 +)
Assignment:  

1.  Choose one short story from the list above.  Read it and take your own notes on parts of a short story: setting, characters, exposition, conflict(s), rising and falling action, climax(es), and resolution.  Also take notes on the presence of literary devices:  allusion, symbolism, tone of voice, mood, theme, point of view, foreshadowing, protagonist, antagonist, foil, flashback, figures of speech (simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole), and/or types of irony—at least ten.
2.  Next, devise one thoughtful open-ended response question about the short story.  A useful response question should have multiple parts—enough substance for the responder to answer in a detailed paragraph or two.  Do not borrow a question from those listed at the end of each story.  Come up with your own.  Create a question which requires the responder to think critically about the story in seven to ten sentences.  Sample open-ended response questions are as follows:  

· This story contains many examples of imagery.  Choose two examples of imagery and explain what effect each creates.  Use relevant and specific information from the story to support your answer.

· What mood do the details of the setting convey in each scene?  Does the setting reflect the personality of any of the main characters?  Use relevant and specific information from the story to support your answer.

· How does the writer use foreshadowing in the story?  What is the purpose of foreshadowing, and is it effective? Use relevant and specific information from the story to support your answer.

3.  Now, type up an answer to your own question (an answer key).  The question should be listed at the top; the paragraph response, including direct quotations, should follow.  Print out two copies—one with just the question and blank lines for writing and a second copy with the question & key.
4.  In class, you will trade your open-ended response question with someone who read the same short story.  You will answer your partner’s question and vice versa.  You will also score your partner’s response according to the rubric and vice versa. 

5.  The last requirement is to design between four and six Powerpoint slides about the short story you chose to analyze.  This part is open to your interpretation.  Your slides can include pictures, poetry, quotations, facts, summary, lyrics, and so on.  TO SAVE INK, YOU MAY EMAIL ME YOUR POWERPOINT SLIDES AND PRINT JUST ONE OF YOUR SLIDES (your favorite) FOR THE BULLETIN BOARD.  My email is daileanesj@amesburyma.gov 
Open-ended Response Rubric
	Score
	Description

	4
(85-100)
	Response is a completely focused, clear, and accurate reaction to the question.  All important components of the question are addressed.  There is relevant and specific textual evidence presented through direct quotation and paraphrase.  Where appropriate, the answer offers insightful interpretations or extensions (generalizations, applications, connections).  Answer consists of at least ten sentences.

	3
(70-82)
	Response is a mostly focused, clear, and accurate reaction to the question. Most of the important components of the question are addressed effectively.  Response demonstrates an understanding of major concepts; even though, the writer overlooks or misunderstands some details.  There is relevant but often general textual evidence presented through direct quotation or paraphrase, or a combination of both methods.  Answer may be less than ten sentences long.

	2
(45-68)
	Response is a partial, possibly unclear reaction to the question.  Only some important components of the question are addressed.  The answer shows gaps in the writer’s conceptual understanding.  The response offers either a mix of accurate and inaccurate evidence or simply a piece or two of accurate evidence by itself.  There is some relevant but general and vague textual evidence presented through paraphrase.  Answer may be short, approximately five sentences. 

	1
(20-40)
	Response shows minimal understanding of the question and exhibits varying degrees of clarity.  The response addresses only a small portion of the question and contains largely inaccurate evidence with little detail.  Little, if any, relevant textual evidence presented through paraphrase is included.  The answer is limited in length.


Independent Study Project Rubric
	Score
	25
	20
	15
	10

	Notes
	Setting, plot, & characters noted in detail.  Contains description of at least ten literary terms.
	Setting, plot, & characters noted in detail.  Contains description of seven to ten literary terms.
	Setting, plot, & characters may lack detail.  Contains description of five or fewer literary terms.
	Setting, plot, & characters lack detail.  Contains description of few or no literary terms.

	Question
	Question created is very original, challenging, substantial, and requires critical thinking.
	Question created is mostly original, challenging, substantial, and requires critical thinking.
	Question created is only somewhat original, challenging, substantial, and does not require critical thinking.
	Question created lacks originality, difficulty, substance, and does not require critical thinking.

	Your Answer (the key)
	Response (answer key) is focused, clear, & accurate.  It is at least ten sentences long and contains specific quotes and evidence from the story.
	Response (answer key) is fairly focused, clear, & accurate.  It may be less than ten sentences long and may contain general text evidence.
	Response (answer key) is partially focused, clear, & accurate.  It is approximately five sentences long and contains vague or little text evidence.
	Response (answer key) lacks focus, clarity, and accuracy.  It is short and contains minimal understanding of the question.

	PowerPoint slides
	4-6 slides show superb information, creativity, and reflection.
	4-6 slides show proficient information, creativity, and reflection.
	Fewer than 4 slides show incomplete information, creativity, and reflection.
	Fewer than 4 slides show minimal information, creativity, and reflection.


