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1.  Setting:  the time and place of the action


Example:  battlefield during Civil War; Boston area in the 1990’s
2.  Plot:  the sequence of events in a story


Exposition:  the beginning, which exposes the setting, characters, and situation


Conflict: the problem, struggle, or quest



 Internal:  an inner, personal struggle




      Character vs. him/herself



  External:  an outer struggle




      Character vs. character, character vs. group, character vs. nature


Rising action: the events leading up to the climax


Climax:  the high point of interest or suspense


Falling action:  the events following the climax


Resolution:  the end of or solution to the conflict (if any)

3.  Theme:  the message; lesson learned; overall idea about life in the story


Example:  Love is more important than money.  Being honest is the best policy.

4.  Point of view:  the character’s perspective from which the story is told  (Through whose 


         eyes do we learn the events?)


Example: First person point of view:  a personal account (I, We)



      Second person point of view:  narrator addresses reader (You)



      Third person point of view:  narrator not part of the story (He, She, They)

5.  Prediction:  Your knowledge + info. in the story = a prediction of what’s to come

6.  Foreshadowing: the use of clues to suggest events to come (creates suspense)


Example:  a weapon, a dangerous setting, rain or storm clouds, the title

7.  Tone:  the writer’s attitude toward his/her audience and subject


Example:  sarcastic, bitter, playful, informal, formal, serious

8.  Mood:  the overall feeling or atmosphere created by the story


Example:  frightful, somber, funny, exciting
9.  Protagonist:  the main character who faces conflict


Example:  Mitch faces a crisis about what is important in life
10.  Antagonist:  the character or force in conflict with the protagonist (a hindrance)


Example:  time, money, and his job get in Mitch’s way
11.  Foil:  a character who is the direct opposite of another character


Example:  Batman & the Joker; an angel vs. a devil; hero vs. villain
12.  Allusion:  a reference to a famous person, place, event, book, or artwork


Example:  A reference to the OJ Simpson case; historical allusion to WW1

13.  Flashback:  a part of the story that interrupts the sequence to go back to an earlier time

14. Irony: difference between appearance & reality, expectation & result, or meaning & 

       intention


Verbal irony:  what is said is the opposite of what is meant




   (real meaning vs. intended meaning)


Example:  “That thief is really good at what he does.” 


Dramatic irony:  when the reader or audience knows more than a character




       (appearance vs. reality)


Example:  The reader knows that two characters are secretly in love, but the

       other characters do not.

Situational irony:  when the reader, audience, and characters all expect



                something different to happen than does (expectation vs. result)

Example:  Water is everywhere, but you cannot drink it because it’s

 

        contaminated.
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