The House on Mango Street

Personifying Your Name
Type Four Graded Writing Assignment

Background/Style:  

Sandra Cisneros has written each chapter, or vignette, in a personal narrative style.  The narrator is Esperanza, a poor, adolescent girl who is a budding poet.  Like a strobe light, each scene from Mango Street is brief, but together these vignettes create an overall impression of life there.  

Esperanza’s name means hope; however, she does not like how it is pronounced, especially by a non-Spanish speaking person.  She dislikes the history of her name:  her great-grandmother married her great-grandfather against her will and became subservient to him.  Esperanza does not want to spend her life looking out the window, disappointed.  She wishes she could change her name to something more dramatic and expressive like Zeze the X.

Description:  


A name is an individual’s presentation to the world.  Write a short vignette about yourself entitled “My Name,” in a style similar to that of Sandra Cisneros.  The vignette should be about a page or two long (like the one on Esperanza’s name), typed, and double-spaced.

Purpose/Audience:


Your purpose is mainly to express.  This is a creative writing assignment.  Take some risks:  Cisneros’ style is loose and does not always follow rules of grammar and syntax.  Sometimes she writes incomplete sentences, poetry.  Your tone can be informal because your audience is your peers.

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Sensory description   25 pts.

(Describe your name using 3 or more senses in a poetic way)  

2. Vignette style   40 pts.

(4-5 mini paragraphs, free sentence structure, meaning & history of name like the original in Mango Street)  

3. Voice  15 pts.

(Use a personal style—show your personality) 

4. Spelling  (-5 pts. per error)  20 pts.

Procedure:

1.  Complete the brainstorm sheet.  These are the questions covered:
· What color is your name?  Pale orange, shiny white, deep purple?

· What does your name sound like?  Like a bird, lion, siren, heavy metal music, rain on a roof, pots and pans colliding, an attack dog?

· What does your name taste like?  Something sweet, spicy, sour, salty?

· What does your name feel like (touch)?  Fuzzy, bumpy, rough, sharp, wet, soft, leathery, like licorice?

· How does your name smell?  Like baked cookies, sweet tarts, vanilla candles, smoke from a fire, crushed fall leaves?

· What shape is your name?  What season?

· Does your name reflect who you are, or do you feel, like Esperanza, that your name misrepresents you? 

· What does your name mean in French, English, Spanish, or another language?  

· Whose name did you inherit, if any?  

· What personality goes with your name?  Do people view someone with your name as quiet, fun, unique, serious, silly, or otherwise?

· If you were to change your name, who would you become & why?   
2. Consider beginning your vignette with a line like Esperanza’s:  “In Spanish my name means hope.”

3. Write several paragraphs (the number is up to you, but your final piece will probably end up being a page or two typed with skipped lines).  Be free.  Flow from idea to idea, thought to thought, association to association.  

4. Remember to use poetic language.  Let your voice come out, your natural and creative self.  Try using a simile, metaphor, or personification.

5. Peer edit in class.  Revise, revise, revise.

6. Look over the F.C.A.’s.  Double-space your typed final draft.

7. Consider ending your vignette the way Esperanza does.  Would you like a new name?  Would you keep your name no matter what?

8. And, for goodness sakes, read your writing OUT LOUD!

Remember that your name is alive; describing it will give us a little picture of what you are like.  The purpose is not to inform the reader about your name but rather to express yourself.   


Weak voice:  
I think that if my name were a color, it would be pomegranate red.


Strong voice:  My name is the blood red of a juicy pomegranate.


Okay wording:  My name sounds like a cough.


Even better wording:  My name is a coughing fit.  The letters choke one another.
