  Name:  ____________________
Modifiers and Usage Packet!
MODIFIERS NOTES:


1.  Dangling modifier:  a phrase or clause acting as an adjective to a missing noun or pronoun

which is usually the subject.


Incorrect:  
Visiting the haunted house, many monsters were scary.




Who was doing the visiting?  Not the monsters!
Corrected:  
Visiting the haunted house, I was scared by many monsters.

Incorrect:
To see Matt’s painting, a trip to Mrs. Dossik’s room is in order.




Who is doing the seeing?  Not the trip!
Corrected:  
To see Matt’s painting, you should make a trip to Mrs. Dossik’s room.

2.  Misplaced modifier:  a descriptive phrase or a clause that modifies the wrong word(s).


Incorrect:
The photograph was snapped at the park of the tiny squirrel.




The park does not belong to the squirrel!  Duh!
Corrected:  
The photograph of the tiny squirrel was snapped at the park.




[Or, even better:  At the park, she snapped the photo of the tiny squirrel.]
Incorrect:
Get the book from Bobby that you need.




You don’t need Bobby; you need the book!
Corrected:  
Get the book that you need from Bobby.

EXERCISES:

Exercise A:  Modifiers
(from p. 227 English Workshop)

Directions:  Revise (add to) each sentence to eliminate the dangling modifier.
1.  Looking at the watercolors, some looked like oil paintings.
________________________________________________________________________________

2.  To see everything on this floor, a plan is necessary.
________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Visiting Philadelphia, several museums interested me.

________________________________________________________________________________

4.  To see the Celtics play, a trip to the Boston Garden is the best option.

________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Arriving on a holiday, the concert hall was closed.

________________________________________________________________________________

6. Having finished the assignment, the TV was turned on.
________________________________________________________________________________

7. Without knowing his name, it was difficult to introduce him.
________________________________________________________________________________

8.  To improve his results, the experiment was done again.
________________________________________________________________________________

9. After reading the original study, the article remains unconvincing.
________________________________________________________________________________

10. Relieved of your responsibilities at your job, your home should be a place to relax.
________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise B:  Misplaced Modifiers
(from p.228 English Workshop & p.80 Exercises in English)

Directions:  Revise (re-order) each sentence to eliminate the misplaced modifier.

1.  Displayed in one gallery, we enjoyed the Japanese woodcuts.
________________________________________________________________________________

2.  There will be a show next month of local photography.
________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Expecting a large crowd, arrangements were made by the museum to change the viewing hours.
________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Some winter scenes gave us chills painted in grays and whites.

________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Have you only eaten one sandwich?
________________________________________________________________________________

6.  I saw a beautiful valley walking along the trail.

________________________________________________________________________________

7.  The cat was meowing at the boy that was trapped in a cage.

________________________________________________________________________________

8.  She heard a rap song riding down the road in her convertible.

________________________________________________________________________________

9.  The deer was shot by my uncle that was eaten.

________________________________________________________________________________

10. We finally reached Wilson Avenue jogging down the street.

________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise C:  Misplaced & Dangling Modifiers  (from p. 229 Ex. 6 English Workshop)

Directions:  Revise each sentence containing a misplaced or a dangling modifier.

1.  Written by Henry David Thoreau, I admire the simple country life portrayed in Walden.
________________________________________________________________________________

2.  We could hear the tornado approaching from your basement shelter.
________________________________________________________________________________3.  Upon entering the doctor's office, a skeleton caught my attention.
________________________________________________________________________________4.  The neighbor’s dogs frightened the Smith’s new baby barking at night.
________________________________________________________________________________
5.  The salad is in the refrigerator for your lunch.

________________________________________________________________________________

6.  In her situation, might have given up and gone home.

________________________________________________________________________________

7.  I only have one sister.

________________________________________________________________________________

8.  The old family home sat on a hill needing repair.

________________________________________________________________________________9.  I was late for the school bus again.  Running for the bus, my book fell in the mud.
________________________________________________________________________________10. Deciding to join the Navy, the recruiter enthusiastically bumped Joe's hand.
________________________________________________________________________________
USAGE NOTES:

The term usage refers to using words (often verbs) correctly.

1. Lie:  to rest or recline (present tense=lie; past=lay; present perfect=has or have lain)

2. Lay:  to put or place (present tense=lay; past=laid; present perfect=has or have laid)

3. Rise:  to go up (present tense=rise; past=rose; present perfect=has or have risen)

4. Raise:  to move something up (present=raise; past=raised; present perfect=has/have raised)

5. Set:  to put or place (present tense=set; past=set; past perfect=have set)

6. Sit:  to rest (present tense=sit; past=sat; past perfect=have sat)

7.  Affect:  (v.) to influence or impact
8.  Effect:  (n.) a result or (v.) to create change or accomplish
9.  Between:  preposition meaning between two things
10. Among:  preposition meaning among more than two things
11.  Fewer:  how many (use with plural words)
12.  Less:  how much (use with singular words)
13.  Could of, should of, etc.:  the correct grammar is could have, should have, would have, etc.
14.  Everywheres, anywheres, nowheres:  correct grammar is everywhere, anywhere, nowhere
15.  Discover:  to be the first to find, see, or learn about something that already exists
16.  Invent:  to be the first to do or make something
17.  Than & then:  than shows comparisons whereas then shows time
19.  Which, who, that:  which refers to things; who refers to people; that refers to either 
20.  Comparison modifiers rule:  Add –er or –est to one-syllable words (windy, windier, windiest)

     Add more/most/less/least to words of three or more syllables (more original, least beautiful).

     Two-syllable words may use –er/–est or more/most/less/least (more careful, uglier, happiest).
EXERCISES:

Exercise D:  Usage
(from p. 201+ Exs. 11-14 English Workshop)

Directions:  Read the notes above, and choose the correct word(s) below.

1.  Some mummies have been (lying, laying) in frozen earth for hundreds of years.
2.  Over 2,000 years ago, someone in China had (lain, laid) the body of a woman in a burial mound.

3.  The mummy (laid, lay) there until the Chinese government decided to build a hospital on that site.
4.  Native Americans sometimes (laid, lay) bodies inside dry caves.
5.  One such mummy had (lain, laid) in a Kentucky cave for two thousand years.

6.  Often, a person’s organs (lay, laid) inside a separate jar.
7.  Instead of (laying, lying) down, some mummies are put in a seated position.

8.  Many exhumed mummies had (lain, laid) in sand or earth for centuries.

9.  Egyptian embalmers (lain, laid) strips of linen over their dead.

10.  Undiscovered mummies still today (lay, lie) underground.

11.  Adam has (sit, set) a pad of paper (between, among) me and Amanda.

12.  Do not (sit, set) your lunch on the window because the sun will (affect, effect) its temperature.

13.  We have (sat, set) here for an hour and have (fewer, less) ideas now than when we began.

14.  Matzo contains no yeast, so the dough does not (raise, rise).
15.  Because Mike stayed up late, the (effect, affect) is that he had trouble (raising, rising) from bed.

16.  When scoring the essay, the teacher (rose, raised) the cover sheet to double check its length.

17.  After a particularly good performance, the excitement in the audience will (rise, raise).
18.  (Raise, rise) the flag to show that there no longer can be enemies (between, among) us.

19.  When the league (affected, effected) a change in the rules, the (affect, effect) was positive.

20.  Whenever the classroom temperature (raises, rises), it (affects, effects) students who (sit, set) away from fresh air the most and makes them want to (lay, lie) their heads down (between, among) the two rows of their classmates.

Exercise E:  Usage
 
(from Ex. 3 p. 235 English Workshop)
Directions:  Re-read the usage notes, and choose the correct word(s) below.

1.  We (should have, should of) left earlier before the hurricane (affected, effected) your town!
2.  Edison (discovered, invented) electricity and made lives (more efficient, efficienter) than before.
3.  The cold has a negative (affect, effect) on my body that is even (more bad, worse) than the heat.
4.  Mark sat on the lawn (among, between) the dandelions that were the (most soft, softest).
5.  I searched (everywhere, everywheres) for books about Indira Gandhi.

6.  There was (fewer, less) room in the car (than, then) we expected.
7.  My grandfather lives in Laos, a country (between, among) Vietnam and Thailand.

8.  Kristen needs to (affect, effect) a plan for our project so that the special (affects, effects) shine!

9.  Nate has been having (fewer, less) headaches since he started drinking more water.

10.  Working in their father’s workshop, the boys (discovered, invented) a burglar alarm.

Exercise F:  Usage
 
(pp. 77 & 92 from Exercises in English and Grammar 9 & 10)

1.  The little red pepper is (spicier, more spicier) than the green one.
2.  Before the transcontinental railroad, there were (fewer, less) people in the West.
3.  Immigrants (which, who) were mostly from China built this railroad.

4.  The mountains (lay, laid) before us when we (discovered, invented) car trouble.
5.  The phone message has (lain, laid) unreturned for days.

6.  I had (lain, laid) twenty dollars on the counter, which was (more nice, nicer) than your contribution.
7.  Bob is going to (lay, lie) down on the blue velvet couch.

8.  (Lay, lie) the keys where I can see them so that it will take (fewer, less) time to leave the house.
9.  The bicycle (lay, laid) on the side of the road for hours.

10. Do not (set, sit) on that chair (which, that, who) is broken.

11.  The bill (lay, laid) unpaid last week, for the prices of oil had (raised, risen) too high.
12.  She had to (rise, raise) early this morning, as did the friend with (whom, who) she had a meeting!
BIGGEST USAGE PROBLEMS REVIEWED:

 Lay and Lie
(a) The cat always lies curled up under the table.
(b) Don't shout when you lay your cards down.
(c) Last night, Linda lay down for a nap after yoga.
Affect and Effect
(a) Scientists continue to study the effects of sweeteners on humans.
(b) Controversies over sweeteners have not seriously affected the sales of diet soft drinks.

Few (Fewer) and Little (Less)
(a) I have less money than I thought. A few bills are missing from my wallet.
(b) Now that I'm broke, I have fewer friends than before.

Between and Among
(a) The argument between Nate and Sam was awful.  
(b) We divided the tasks among Jack, Christine, Hannah, and Emily.
Exercise G:  Modifiers & Usage
 
Review Activity!!!
Directions:  Circle whether each sentence is correct or incorrect.  If the sentence is incorrect, you must write on the line whether the reason is a dangling modifier, misplaced modifier, or a usage error.  A dangling modifier is where the descriptive group of words has no subject; a misplaced modifier is where the descriptive group of words is not near its subject; a usage error is where a verb or another word used is incorrect.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 1.  The dog was waiting at the door in the hall wagging its tail.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 2.  Odysseus drove the family mini-van wearing sunglasses.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 3.  Having watched the show, the ending surprised us.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 4.  Kicking his legs wildly, we watched the boy’s tantrum.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 5.  I entered the checkout for twelve items or fewer.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 6.  There was excitement between the fans when she scored.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 7.  Rain often has a negative affect on a person’s mood.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 8.  Do not set the vase of flowers up on the ledge.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 9.  The boy was lost for days, so he lay down and slept.

correct/incorrect  ___________ 10.  Everyone’s excitement will raise when the band arrives.

    GO TO THESE LINKS ONLINE TO REVIEW MODIFIERS BY TAKING PRACTICE QUIZZES:
http://aliscot.com/bigdog/dmmm_exercise.htm  http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/niu/niu9.htm



























