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 (
Prompt
:  
Writers develop characters
 in their stories
 through characterization, the artistic representation of human features 
and
 motives
.  
The reader becomes familiar with a character through his or her appearance, actions, and words.  
Write a 
short
, descriptive essay (three paragraphs) about one character from 
The Odyssey
.  
In your
 composition, 
also 
explain 
why this particular character’s development
 
is important to the work of literature
 as a whole
.
  
)







Purpose/Audience:  Your purpose is to inform.  Your audience is a blindfolded reader.  Make him or her “see” the character by using language to create imagery!  Use formal writing as well:  avoid personal points-of-view, contractions, and slang.

Focus Correction Areas:

Development:
1. Three character traits with two examples per trait (40 points)
1. Three literary analysis terms (15 points) *star these terms
1. Six Odyssey vocabulary words from the list (20 points) *underline each word
1. Closing sentences address how the character is important to the book (10 pts.)
Conventions:
1. Comma usage (15 points)

Details:
· Consider some of the following features of character:
· personality (courageous, emotional, rash, boastful, etc.)
1. physical traits (stunning eyes, muscular build, beauty, etc.)
1. actions, gestures, dress, tone of voice
1. goals and motivations
· responsibilities, fears, dreams, self-esteem
· lifestyle, family, background

1. Describe three qualities that this character reveals in the epic tale.  For example, Odysseus is wily, or clever.  Then, provide two examples of how he is wily. 

1. Improve voice and style by using simile, metaphor, personification, or hyperbole and specific vocabulary words (see list on the back).

1. Literary analysis terms include setting, internal/external conflict, plot, rising & falling action, climax or turning point, antagonist, protagonist, foil, foreshadowing, tone, mood, flashback, resolution, allusion, theme, irony, prediction, exposition, point of view, etc.

1. Vary your sentence beginnings.  This means not to begin every sentence the same way.  It is boring and repetitive to read the following:  “Penelope is faithful.  Penelope is also beautiful.  Penelope is clever to postpone remarriage.”  

1. Check your comma usage (see punctuation notes).

1. Be sure to use the present tense consistently when discussing the quite fabricated Odyssey.  Do not flip-flop between present & past tenses!

1. Please read your writing out loud to yourself before you pass it in!!!
Odyssey Vocabulary List

Plunder -v- to steal; to rob of goods by force
Valor -n- bravery
Formidable -adj- arousing feelings of fear, dread or awe; difficult to overcome
Guile -n- trickery; dishonesty; craftiness
Irked -adj- troubled; tormented; plagued
Rouse -v- to awaken from sleep; to stir up; to excite
Lout -n- an awkward, stupid person
Entreat -v- to ask; to beg
Appalled -adj- to be filled with disgust or horror for something
Din -n- loud, confused prolonged noise
Ponder -v- to consider carefully; to reflect
Profusion -n- a large amount; an overabundance
Cordial -adj- hearty; warm; sincere; friendly
Reel -v- to be thrown off balance or fall back; to be in a confused condition
Sage -adj- wise; judicious [noun- a wise person]
Convey -v- to carry; to transport
Adversary -n- enemy; opponent
Disdain[ful] -n[adj]- hatred [one who is full of hatred]
Compel -v- to force
Implacable -adj- incapable of being assuaged, pacified, or satisfied
Rancor -n- deep-seated hatred or ill-will
Atone -v- to made amends for; to repent; to ask for forgiveness
Stealth-n- the act of moving in a sneaky, hidden, undetectable way
Perils -n- dangers
Shun -v- to shut out; to avoid; to keep away from
Ardor -n- intensity of emotion, passion or desire
Tumult -n- the din or commotion of a great crowd; agitation of the mind and emotions
Founder -v- to sink
Dire -adj- warning of disaster; dreadful; urgent
Provisions -n- a stock of food
Appease -v- to calm; to satisfy, especially by meeting demands
Insidious -adj- intended to entrap; tricky; mean
Restitution -n- repayment; the act of making good for loss, damage, or injury
Dissemble -v- to hide with a false appearance; to disguise
Lithe -adj- readily bent; supple; graceful
Incredulity -n- disbelief; shock
Glowering -adj- full of anger and hatred
Impudence -n- disrespect; rudeness [impudent -adj- to be filled with impudence]
Rebuke -v- to scold; to reprimand
Renowned -adj- well-known; famous
Folly -n- foolishness; a foolish endeavor
Keen -adj- physically sharp; intellectually smart
Contempt -n- open disrespect or willful disobedience
Hone -v- to sharpen
Aloof -adj- distant; not friendly; unapproachable
Tremulous -adj- vibrating or quivering; fearful
Abyss -n- a deep pit
Prevail -v- to win; to overcome
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