Name:  ______________________________
Honors Quotation Essay
Analyzing Santiago, Esperanza, and Frank


Description:  Write an essay about perseverance by applying a famous quotation to the lives of the protagonists in The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway, and Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt.  Find the common threads in these distinct stories—a modern tale of urban survival, a classic parable of triumph-in-defeat, and an Irish memoir of hope amidst poverty.  

Focus:  What do a pre-teen, Mexican-American girl; an old, Cuban fisherman; and a dirt-poor, Irish boy have in common?  What do these characters ultimately learn about themselves during their search for self-acceptance?

Quotation:  Use a famous quote to ignite your essay.  You may use one of these or find your own:

· “Failure after long perseverance is much grander than never to have a striving good enough to be called a failure,” once said writer George Eliot.  
· “Great difficulties may be surmounted by patience and perseverance,” explained Abigail Adams. 
· “The gem cannot be polished without friction, nor man perfected without trials,” according to a Chinese proverb.
· “The greater the difficulty the more glory in surmounting it.  Skillful pilots gain their reputation from storms and tempests,” Greek philosopher Epictetus once stated.
· “The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall,” spoke Nelson Mandela.
· “The harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph,” revealed author Thomas Paine.

Purpose/Tone:  The simultaneous purposes of the essay are to inform and persuade.  The tone is formal—no personal pronouns (I, we, or you), no contractions or slang.  Spell out numbers.

Focus Correction Areas:
     Development:	1. Creative introduction, ending with thesis  (20 pts.)
			2. Accurate & thorough connections among characters  (25 pts.)
			3. Use paraphrase & direct quotations from the books (10 pts.)
     Conventions:	4. Consistent use of present tense* (15 pts.) *Though Angela’s Ashes is a true story,
     use the present tense rather than the past just to be consistent with the other two stories.	5. Star above ten commas used properly  (20 pts.)
			6. Star above three semi-colons used properly  (10 pts.)


Tips:  
· In the introductory paragraph, concentrate on creatively leading the reader into the essay.  Explain the quote and connect it to the journeys of Esperanza, Santiago, and Frank.  
· End the introduction with a thesis statement that establishes the argument in the essay.  
· Do not be boring and predictable!  Use style and voice throughout—use excellent vocabulary, the occasional simile, metaphor, personification, or repetition.  
· Be subtle in your paragraph organization.  Try not to say, “The next example is___.”  
· Do not wait until the end of the essay to connect the characters.  For instance, if you are discussing Santiago, you might say:  “Just like Esperanza, Santiago lives an impoverished life yet creates his own success and learns that personal fulfillment is most important in life.”
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1. Which part of the essay stands out the most, is the strongest?  Why?  _______________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
1. What are the purposes of this piece (to inform, persuade, express, entertain)?  Why?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
1. Does the introduction grab your interest?  How does/could the writer accomplish this?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
1. What connections does the writer make among the characters in the three novels?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
1. Does the writer use a combination of summarizing, paraphrasing, and direct quotation? 
Are the direct quotes explained and linked to the paragraph?  Are the direct quotes
tagged (who says it)?  Are the direct quotes connected to the topic of the whole essay?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
1. Does the writer discuss the incidents in the books in the present tense?  _____________
1. Has the writer correctly starred ten commas and three semi-colons?  ________________
1. Is the thesis statement at the end of the introductory paragraph clear?  ______________
1. Is the argument supported by enough evidence/detail?  __________________________
1.  Is the organization of the body paragraphs too predictable or is it subtle/smooth?  Explain.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
1.  Are titles, names of people, and names of specific places capitalized?  ______________
1.  Are the authors’ names mentioned?  _________________
1.  Is the argument interesting and convincing?  __________________________________
14.  Is the original quotation echoed throughout the essay and in the conclusion?  ________
