Name:  ________________________
The House on Mango Street

Section One:  Pages 3-25
“The House on Mango Street,” “Hairs,” “Boys & Girls,” “My Name,” 

“Cathy Queen of Cats,” “Our Good Day,” “Laughter,” 

“Gil’s Furniture Bought & Sold,” “Meme Ortiz,” “Louie, His Cousin, & His Other Cousin”

1.  How does Esperanza express her affection for her mother?

2.  Why does Cathy caution Esperanza to stay away from Rachel and Lucy?

3.  Why does Esperanza want to chip in for the bicycle?

4.  What do we know about Esperanza through her description of her own name?
5.  What does the following metaphor mean:  “Until then (when I have a best friend), I

am a red balloon, a balloon tied to an anchor.”

6.  What does the tree in Meme Ortiz’s yard symbolize?
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Section Two:  Pages 26-42
“Marin,” “Those Who Don’t,” 
“There Was an Old Woman She Had So Many Children She Didn’t Know What to Do,” 
“Alicia Who Sees Mice,” “Darius and the Clouds,” “And Some More,” “The Family of Little Feet”

1. Who is Marin?  How realistic are her dreams and goals?
2. What does Esperanza observe about race relations in the city where she grows up?
3. How do the neighbors react to the behavior of the Vargas children?  Why?
4. What does Alicia’s father mean when he says, “a woman’s place is sleeping so she can wake up early with the tortilla star”?  What does this reveal about relationships

between Latino men and women on Mango Street?

5. In what way is Benny right when he calls the high-heeled shoes worn by the girls dangerous?

6. How does the setting shape or affect the characters in the neighborhood?

7. Alliteration refers to the repetition of beginning consonants in words close together. Where is the alliteration in this passage?  How does the alliteration enhance the mood?
“Marin, under the streetlight, dancing by herself, is singing the same song somewhere.  

I know.  Is waiting for a car to stop, a star to fall, someone to change her life.”
The House on Mango Street

Section Three:  Pages 43-57

“A Rice Sandwich,” “Chanclas,” “Hips,” “The First Job,”

“Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark”

1. Why is Esperanza’s lunch in the school canteen (cafeteria) a disappointment?

2. Why does Esperanza refuse to dance but then dance triumphantly?

3. What do hips represent to the girls?

4. What incident at work reveals Esperanza’s innocence?

5. At what moment does Esperanza act as a parent to her father?
6. Why is the following simile more moving than just saying, “Papa broke down and cried.”?

“Esta muerto, and then as if he just heard the news himself,

crumples like a coat and cries, my brave Papa cries.”
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Section Four:  Pages 58-75

“Born Bad,” “Elenita, Cards, Palm, Water,” “Geraldo No Last Name,” “Edna’s Ruthie,” 
“The Earl of Tennessee,” “Sire,” “Four Skinny Trees”

1. Why does Esperanza think she is a bad person?

2. Why does Esperanza give Elenita five dollars?

3. Why is Earl of interest to Esperanza and the other children?

4. Why is Esperanza both attracted and repelled by Sire?

5. Personification is a literary device in which a writer gives human qualities to something inhuman.  What does Esperanza personify here?
“But I think diseases have no eyes.  They pick with a dizzy finger anyone, just anyone.”
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Section Five:  Pages 76-89

“No Speak English,” “Rafaela Who Drinks Coconut & Papaya Juice on Tuesdays,” “Sally,” “Minerva Writes Poems,” “Bums in the Attic,” “Beautiful and Cruel”

2. Why do Mamacita and her husband have frequent arguments?
3. Who is Rafaela?  How is she an allusion to Rapunzel?

4. Why does Esperanza identify with Sally?  Why does she feel that other people are wrong to 
gossip about her?

5. How does Esperanza feel about Minerva’s problems?  Why does she feel that way?

6. Why does Esperanza say she will let bums live in the attic of her dream house? 

What does this reveal about her character?

7.  What kind of woman does Esperanza want to be?
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Section Six:  Pages 90-110

“A Smart Cookie,” “What Sally Said,” “The Monkey Garden,” “Red Clowns,” “Linoleum Roses,” “The Three Sisters,” “Alicia & I Talking on Edna’s Steps,” “A House of My Own,” “Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes”

2. Why did Esperanza’s mother relinquish the goals of her youth?

3. Why does Sally’s father abuse her?

4. “The garden that had been such a good place to play didn’t seem mine either”?  Explain.
5. Why does Esperanza think her friend, Sally, has lied to her?

6. How does Sally’s life mirror that of Rafaela after her marriage?

7. How does Esperanza know that the three sisters understand her silent wish?

8. What do you imagine actually happens to Esperanza at the carnival?  Why doesn’t she describe the experience?  How might she use her ability to write to free herself from Mango Street?
