Peer Editing Research Paper
Name of writer*:  ____________________
Name of peer editor:  ______________________

*Please note:  return this paper to the writer of the piece to include with his/her final draft.

1. First, read the paper out loud in a quiet voice to slow yourself down. Make notes as you go.
2. Which part of the research essay is most powerful?  Explain.  ______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the purpose(s) of this piece—to inform, persuade, express, entertain?  Explain.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Provide two specific suggestions for the writer to improve the piece.  Consider transitions, more details or quotes, better spelling, clearer paragraphs, commas, sentence variety, etc.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.   Does the piece have a catchy lead in the introduction? 



___yes  ___no
Is the thesis proven with at least six citations (paraphrases and quotes)?
___yes  ___no
Is the writing organized into paragraphs of seven-to-twelve sentences?
___yes  ___no
Are there any unclear, repetitive, or slang words?



___yes  ___no
Do sentences and all proper words each begin with a capital letter?

___yes  ___no
Does the piece contain many spelling errors?




___yes  ___no
Are commas used to organize words and provide pauses?


___yes  ___no
Are apostrophes used to show ownership (ladies' room, lady's purse)?

___yes  ___no
Are contractions and numbers <100 spelled out (don’t=do not; 50=fifty)?
___yes  ___no

6.  Focus Correction Areas and preparations for the final draft (mark with a or an x):
_____ At least three quotes are each introduced with a tag and documented with

parentheses!   Sample tag:  Los Angeles teacher Kate Conrath argues, “…” (Conrath 2).
_____ At least three more citations are provided. This is to give credit to the articles from

which you put specific information in your own words. (“Online Social” 2).
_____ Background information on the research topic is included before the thesis.
_____ Solid concluding comment, question, or quotation included in the final paragraph.  

_____ No use of “I, me, you, we” personal pronouns in the argument  (Keep it formal.)
_____ No slang or contractions. Numbers less than one hundred are spelled out.
_____ Works Cited (correctly formatted/entries that reflect only the citations in the paper)

_____ Cover page with the title, your name, and the date (nothing fancy)
