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Description:  

Write a true story about ONE specific experience you remember well.  This is NOT an autobiography.  I do not want to read about your whole life (no offense) or your whole two-week vacation to Florida.  Think small!  Examples of single experiences are the following:  a car accident, bungy or bridge jumping, losing a friend/relative, almost drowning, embarrassing moment, a championship game, first date or kiss, an injury, a time you got in trouble, first time on a loop roller coaster, best birthday, trying surfing (or other activity) for the first time, one day at Disney World, camping gone wrong, day you got your puppy, scary experience, a mistake…

Requirements:  

1. One introductory paragraph 

2. Several body paragraphs 

3. One conclusive paragraph
4. Typed final draft, please
    *The average narrative is two pages long.  Do not exceed three pages!
Purpose & Audience:  

The purpose is to express yourself and possibly to entertain/inform!  The audience is informal—your friends, general readers  (You may use slang, contractions, etc.).

F.C.A.’s:  

Development:
 1. Paragraphing (paragraphs have transition words and show unity & coherence)   
     30 pts. 
 2. At least * 5 sensory details (Star these in the margin.)      
    25pts.

Conventions:
 3.  Vocabulary (Use 3-5 vocab. words from our vocab. lists or daily vocab. words.) 
  

                            (Underline these words where they appear in your story.)   25pts.

 4.  Spelling (use dictionary, peer editing, spell check, & close editing)    
     20pts.

Honors add:  5.  Consistent verb tense=past tense for a true story  
Honors add:  6.  Use of dialogue & correct format (indenting, punctuation & capitalization) 
*Reminder to all:  Do not forget the FCA “givens” (to, too, two, their, they’re, there, its, it’s, then, than, whose, who’s, your, you’re, a lot, all right).  Each error is an automatic five-point deduction.  Included in the “givens” is setting up your paper properly (final draft format).
Procedure:  

1. In class, you will pre-write (brainstorm, web, freewrite) to find a topic and ideas.  

2. Next, you will work on the first paragraph, the introduction.  Think of an attention grabber that will make your reader say, “I want to find out what happens.”  You might start out with a question (Have you ever…?), a description of the setting, dialogue, background
information, or a general discussion of your topic that leads into the story.  Do not give away the story yet.  Just introduce the subject, the experience.

3. The body is usually more than one paragraph.  You will now “tell” the story, the events in a sensible order from start to finish.  Use R.E.D. in your paragraphs (reasons, examples, details).  Do not forget to use a combination of sensory and action details.  Share your thoughts and feelings; perhaps recreate dialogue that took place during the experience.  Try using a simile or metaphor to create a picture in your reader’s mind!

· Sensory details:  Descriptions that help the reader re-live the experience so that s/he almost sees, hears, tastes, touches, and smells what happened.  

· Action details:  Words telling what happened and how it happened.  Be clear and make your readers feel as if they are involved in the action.  
Notice the difference:

· Action detail:  I saw a breathtaking view of Disney World from above.

· Sensory detail:  From above, I saw hundreds of swaying palm trees and thousands of tiny people. 
4. Dialogue.  Perhaps include “made up” conversations in a few places in your story.  What might people have said when you were riding in the ambulance?

“Jackie, Jackie, can you hear me?” yelled the emergency technician as I lay

               motionless on the stretcher.  My ears were throbbing.
“My head…” I trailed off, out of breath.

“Oh, my gosh,” my mom said as she covered her mouth with her hand, “will you be

               able to sew up that bleeding gash on her forehead?”



How am I going to go on my ski trip now? I thought to myself.

Note:  Each time the speaker changes, you indent your dialogue.  If you were talking to yourself (interior monologue), you may use italics instead of quotations.
5. Next, write a strong conclusion.  This is one paragraph, like the introduction.  You already finished telling the whole story in the body; do not add new information here.  Instead, review the outcome (summary of details); reflect on the meaning of the experience.  What do you think now of the experience?  Did you learn anything?  Any advice for the reader?

6.  Once you have a whole draft (introduction, body, conclusion), read it aloud.  Show it to a

     peer editor.  Work on revising--adding, cutting, re-ordering.  Then, proofread by paying

     special attention to format and focus correction areas.  Is there any “flavor” to your story? 

     If not, try improving the style by changing tone of voice--add personality, sarcasm, humor.  
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