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Punctuation Packet of Exercises! 
Fall Semester

Exercises A through P
A.  Commas in a Series and Side-by-side Adjectives
Read the following sentences, and add commas where needed.

1. Mrs. Dorsey brought her Persian cat golden retriever and pet goldfish to the veterinarian.

2. The sudden dense fog created a soft gray blanket over the city.

3. If your clothing ever catches on fire, remember to stop drop and roll.

4. A bright yellow shining light glowed from the lighthouse to warn travelers at sea.

5. A skillful probing investigator will quickly get to the truth without fail.

6. We looked in the hall closet under the bed and in the garage for Mom’s new umbrella.

7. Anita arranged for the party by calling the caterer blowing up the balloons and hanging the streamers.

8. The rare beautiful cactus could be found along the canyon gorge in the dried riverbed and atop the plateau.

9. Please stop making so much noise interrupting me and getting into my things!
10. The video store is around the corner over the bridge and across the street from the bank.

B.  Mrs. D’s Commas Rules Practice
Go through your notes on commas.  Create two original examples below for each comma rule. 
Series: 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________

Adjectives: 

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________

Introductory words (words, phrases, or clauses): 

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________

Direct address: 

1.   ____________________________________________________________________________
2.   ____________________________________________________________________________

Clarity: 

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________
Dates, addresses, places:
1.  ____________________________________________________________________________
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________

Letters: 

1.   ____________________________________________________________________________
   2.   ____________________________________________________________________________

Conjunction:

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________

Interruption:

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________
2.  ____________________________________________________________________________

Appositive:

1.   ____________________________________________________________________________
   2.   ____________________________________________________________________________
C.  Commas in Compound Sentences and Series
Combine the sentences by adding a comma and a conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).

1.  We went to the concert last night.  The music was too loud.

_________________________________________________________________________________

2.  The music in the play was just average.  The actors overdramatized their parts.

_________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Charlie likes to play soccer.  His friend Alec likes to play baseball.

_________________________________________________________________________________

*Re-write one of the sentences above by using an alternative:  a semi-colon between the two main clauses.
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise C continued:  Now add commas where needed for a compound sentences and series.
4.  The scientist wondered where the insect came from how much it weighed and if it was poisonous.

5.  We visited the Jefferson Memorial and Washington Monument but we never saw the Capitol.

6.  He threw the football long hard and fast for he knew it was their last chance to make the playoffs.

7.  The male bowerbird builds a strong complex structure for a nest and then he decorates it carefully with blue objects to attract a mate.

8.  Travelers must carry a rifle for protection and rub insect repellent over their skin and clothes.
D.  Commas in Appositive Words and Phrases
An appositive is a noun or pronoun placed near another word to identify or help explain it.  Usually, an appositive or appositive phrase is set off by commas on either side.   However, if an appositive is needed for meaning or if it is closely related to the word it refers to, no commas are needed.  Which sentence in each pair has correctly punctuated appositives?

1. a. My best friend Jane is starting her new nursing job tomorrow.
b. My best friend, Jane, is starting her new nursing job tomorrow.
      2.  
a.  The bird watchers spotted a snowy egret, a popular lagoon bird.

b.  The bird watchers spotted a snowy egret a popular, lagoon bird.
      3.  
a.  At Christmas we like to visit my Uncle Alfred who lives in Atlanta.

b.  At Christmas we like to visit my uncle, Alfred, who lives in Atlanta.
      4. 
a.  The best dancer in class, Katie, won the award.

b.  The best dancer in class Katie won the award.
E.  Commas in Interruptions and Direct Address
Words that interrupt a sentence which are not essential to the meaning should be set off in commas.  One type of interrupting word is a direct address.  Use commas to set off someone’s name when he or she is being addressed directly.  Add commas below where needed.

1.  The sunset glowing in the evening dusk looked like a ball of fire last night.

2.  The child running down the street almost got hit by a car.

3.  Andy Warhol who was a famous artist from the 1970’s created portraits using silk-screening.

4.  All farmers who are growing the new hybrid of wheat are expected to have a good harvest.

5.  Amanda these decorations are for the dance this Friday.

6.  Are you aware Joey that your library book is due today?

7.  In your opinion what is the best route to take?

8.  I have confidence in your opinion.

9.  The Lucky jeans however are her favorites.

10.  For example would you like to spend the day at the beach Chris?
F.  Basic Semicolons and Semi-colons with Transitions
The semi-colon can be used between two complete sentences that are closely related (rather where the short conjunction is omitted).  Sometimes the second sentence begins with a transition word.  In that case, use a semi-colon before the transition word (where the first sentence ends) and a comma after the transition word for a pause.  Below, add semi-colons where needed.

1.  Our parents settled the dispute for us they decided we could go to both places.
2.  We can’t wait to go to California again there are so many sights to see.

3.  Three days later we went to Disneyland it has imaginative rides!

4.  Jon decided not to go to the movies instead we went to the mall with friends.

5.  Some people prefer a wet climate meanwhile others prefer living where it is dry.

6.  There are many months before our next vacation consequently we are waiting anxiously.

7.  Nick could not wait to get his license in other words he was counting down the days.

8.  Juliet longs to be with her Romeo he is the love of her life.

9.  Many words in the English language come from Native Americans they spoke of toboggans, raccoons, and canoes.

10.  Elmo’s World is an adorable DVD though it is not as adorable after fifteen viewings!
G.  Use of the Semicolon
Again, add semi-colons and commas where needed.  Note:  in some sentences, a semi-colon might be needed rather than a comma for the purpose of organization (where there are too many commas).
1.  I will leave now the rain has finally stopped.
2.  The mirror fell to the floor however it did not break.

3.  Plenty of peaches apples and plums are available bananas are very scarce.

4.  Never having seen any of this country before I was fascinated by the scenery people and customs.
5.  For graduation, Jack received a motorized scooter Tom a gold watch and Robert a snowboard.

6.  The tourists took hundreds of photos in London England Paris France and Madrid Spain.

7.  It seems to me Mrs. Adams that you cannot win for everyone is against you.

8.  Sam was required to take four classes therefore she enrolled in math English history and science.
9.  I ignored the ringing of the alarm clock however I somehow was not late.

10.  School is dismissed for today and tomorrow you may go home at the bell.
H.  Mrs. D’s Own the Apostrophe!
Turn the following statements into possessives.

Example:  the collar of the dog



the dog’s collar

1.  the tail of the fish



____________________________

2.  the shoes of the women


____________________________

3.  the house of the Petersons


____________________________

4.  the car of Mrs. Daileanes


____________________________

5.  the capitals of three states


____________________________

6.  the discovery of Pasteur


____________________________

7.  the wages of two weeks


____________________________

8.  the sub shop of Mike and Ted

____________________________

9.  the last choice of everybody

____________________________

10. Bleak House by Charles Dickens

____________________________

11. the night life of Paris


____________________________

12. the objection of my sister-in-law

____________________________

13. a task force of the United Nations

____________________________

14. the toys of the children


____________________________

15. the toys of the child


____________________________

16. the lives of humans


____________________________

17. the feathers of the geese


____________________________

18. the legs of the moose


____________________________

I.  Colons 

A colon is used before two or more items introduced by words such as the following, as follows, or these.  Do not use a colon directly after a verb.  Add colons where needed.
1.  At the store we need to buy the following chicken, lettuce, tomatoes, and dressing.
2.  Matthew likes pepperoni, cheese, peppers, and onions on his pizza.

3.  We need people to play these parts the detective, the assistant, and the old lady.

4.  Holly’s favorite games are soccer, volleyball, and tennis.

5.  Jack put the following on his sandwich ham, cheese, mustard, mayonnaise, and pickles.

6.  On the camping trip they will need to bring sleeping bags, a stove, flashlight, and food.

7.  This recipe is made from chicken, curry, onions, brown sugar, and sour cream.

8.  In order to fish successfully, invest in these a sturdy rod, live bait, cap, license, and knife.
J.  Semi-colons and Colons
Put a checkmark next to the correctly punctuated sentences and an X next to the incorrect ones.
1.  Before you begin you need to research:  your planting season, climate zone, and soil conditions.
2.  As soon as you know what vegetables you’re going to plant; you’re ready to prepare the garden.

3.  Work the soil, adding organic matter in a 2,1 ratio with existing dirt for example two scoops of organic mulch for every one scoop of garden dirt.

4.  Plan to grow vegetables that will thrive under your conditions; in addition, consider what vegetables you really like, and choose from these.

5.  Raising your own vegetables can be fun, fulfilling, and economical; but for the experience to be all three, you will need to invest some time in planning.
K.  Showing Possession & Contractions
To form a possessive for a singular noun, add an apostrophe and an s.  (Exception:  a proper noun already ending in s does not need an extra s…such as Chris’ bike.)  To form the possessive for a plural noun add an apostrophe after the s.  (Exception:  If the plural does not end in an s, add both the apostrophe and an s…such as mice’s cheese.)  Contractions show numbers or numerals have been left out and are marked by an apostrophe.  Read the following sentences, and add apostrophes where needed.
1.  Our dogs food supply is getting low.
2.  The womens careers were long and fruitful.

3.  All of the passengers tickets were invalid.

4.  Kris store is loaded with all kinds of toys.

5.  My babys rattle is covered in cat hair.

6.  The players plans were ruined by the rain.

7.  Whos next for popcorn?

8.  The last time I saw my brother, hed just finished college.

9.  Normally my car is dependable, but today its muffler is broken.
10.  Its been a long day.
L.  Punctuating and Capitalizing Quotes/Speaker in Between
Read the following sentences, and add capitalization and punctuation where needed.
1.  Michael shouted let’s go find the suspect
2. Dan and Michelle complained we do not want to do the dishes

3. The frightened girl yelled help as she grasped the end of the rope

4. What is the time difference between New York and Los Angeles he asked the pilot

5. Ms. Mann screamed don’t throw that ball in here

6. Are you certain asked Bob that he is the new president

7. Plant cell mitosis explained Mr. Nye is a rather simple, yet mystifying process

8. Have you ever been on The Hulk at Islands of Adventure questioned Steve
M.  Italics and Underlining for Titles and Quotes
Rules of thumb:  

***Items that are large bodies of work have titles that are underlined/italicized.  Examples of underlined titles include books, plays, magazines, newspapers, works of art, movies, albums, TV programs, long musical compositions such as operas, ships, aircraft, and spacecraft.

***Items that are small bodies of work, often part of a larger body of writing, have titles that are in quotations.  Examples of quoted titles include short stories, poems, articles, songs, TV episodes, and chapters.  Add underlining/italics or quotations where needed below.
1.  Uncle Dan reads The Wall Street Journal each morning before work.
2. I have seen The Secret Garden, a movie adapted from Frances Burnett’s novel.

3. The class read a short story by Langston Hughes called Thank You, M’am.

4. My little brother likes to sing Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star before bed.

5. Jeremy was able to sail on the Indian Princess with his family on a cruise tour.

6. Poe’s poem The Raven is dark,  mysterious, and riveting.

7. There were no copies of Sports Illustrated, so I could not read the article Brady’s Down and Out.

8. The final act will be a medley of songs from Gershwin’s opera Porgy and Bess.
N.  Commas Review

Read the following sentences, and add commas where needed.

1.  Chapter 24 which contains the scary part was assigned for homework.
2. The chapter which comes next contains the scary part.
3. Although they are not millionaires they travel in style.

4. The room was tiny and the view was not so great.

5. The bed in the room was lumpy but she fell asleep anyway.

6. She must set the alarm or risk missing the train.

7. If she missed the train she would be late for a very important appointment.

8. Alex missed the ticketing deadline so his ticket was much more expensive.

9. When you read her resume you will see that she is well-qualified.

10.  The man whom they met in Paris was from Afghanistan.

11.  She has midterms this week in English social studies and biology.

12.  Do you need to change the size or style of the lettering?

13.  He was a cunning shrewd military analyst.

14.  Julie the young woman wearing all black is a professional dancer.

15.  Jennifer will you stand guard by the door?

16.  Instead of doing his homework Johnny chose to play video games for hours.

17.  On September 11 2001 several thousand people lost their lives to terrorists.

18.  The Eiffel Tower is in Paris France and it is an international icon.
19.  A most popular food if you are not a vegetarian is a hamburger.

20.  Her campaign for president was aggressive hard-hitting and expensive.

O.  Quotation Marks Review 

Read the following sentences, and add commas, quotations, and capitals where needed.
1.  look out yelled Pete
2.  do you know what time the registration begins asked Laura

3.  let’s either have Mexican food suggested Ali or a vegetarian meal

4.  did I actually hear her ask who wants to skip class?

5.  Bob revealed I still have a blue teddy bear in my room
P.  Apostrophes, Hyphens, and Dashes
Read the following sentences; and add or drop apostrophes, hyphens, or dashes where needed.
1. For her birthday, Sarah wanted thirty five balloons a bit excessive.

2. The marriage brought together their last names:  Mr. and Mrs. Day Lewis.

3. You need to add one half cup of sugar and three fourths cup of flour to the recipe.

4. The musical Forty second Street is a classic.

5. Some self help books are phony really phony and do not help at all!

6. The FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation is an important facet of the government.
7. The well done cheeseburger sadly sat too long on the grill.

8. Half of Marks allowance goes into his savings account.

9. The girl’s didn’t say when theyd be back.

10. If your going to the base-ball game, remember to bring your mothers blanket.

11. Twenty five student council member’s votes are needed to change the schools’ song.

12. Everybodys favorite stop in Virginia was Mount Vernon George Washingtons home.
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