Reader Response Journals

Type Two Writing
Directions:  “To respond” means to give a reply, to answer.  It means, moreover, to reflect upon a piece of reading in a creative and critical way.  I want to learn about your thoughts, reactions, and feelings.  Please choose one of the below questions/topics for a single journal entry.  In your journal response, you must mention specific people, situations, settings, scenes, or conflicts in your book.  Details!  Record the question at the top of each journal entry. The minimum length per journal entry is ten sentences, not lines.  If you cannot seem to write enough when answering one question from the list below, then answer two questions!

1.  What do you think the main character’s goals and motivations are?  How does the main character pursue these goals?  What do you think of his/her goals and methods?

2.  What feelings have you experienced while reading (i.e. irritation, disbelief, wonder, recognition...)?  Explain and provide details.

3.  Analyze the book’s or short story’s title.  What does it symbolize or suggest about the setting, plot, characters, or themes in the story?

4.  What is the setting(s)?  How does the setting(s) impact the plot?  Would the story be different if the setting(s) were changed?  

5.  Write a letter to a character in your book or story, and provide him or her detailed advice.

6.  What questions would you ask the author if you could meet her/him?  How might she or he answer you?  List a minimum of five questions and answers.
7.  What questions would you ask a character in your book if you could meet him/her?  How might s/he answer you?  List a minimum of five questions and answers.
8.  Write about the character with whom you most identify.  Are there any events and/or situations in your own life similar to the character’s?

9.  What aspect of the main character’s personality do you like?  Dislike?  Explain in detail.

10.  Write about what you think the main character is thinking or feeling.  What is going on emotionally, spiritually, or mentally with him/her and why?

11.  If you have not yet finished the book, predict what you think will happen next.  Why do you make this prediction?  What clues or evidence are there?

12.  Write about how you agree or disagree with a character’s thoughts or behavior in the book.

13.  Do characters or situations in the book remind you of characters/situations you have encountered in other books, movies, or television programs?  Write a comparison.
14.  If you could have one character from your reading over for dinner, as well as one character from another book you have read, how would the conversation go?  Would the situation be tense, funny, messy, terrifying?  

15.  Did any questions come to mind as you read?  Include potential answers/outcomes to these questions.  List a minimum of five questions and answers.
16.  Are there any surprises in what you have read?  Write about them in detail.

17.  Are any two characters in the book complete opposites (foils)?  Write about the contrast.
18.  What theme/themes emerge in the story?  Write about these lessons or messages for the reader.

19.  Did you notice any startling, unusual phrases or expressions in your book?  Explain.  Would you use these phrases in your own everyday speech or writing?  Why/why not?

20.  What is your overall reaction to the book?  Did it please or displease you?  Leave you wanting more?  Write a book review.

21.  How would you change the ending?  Describe in detail how/why you would change it.

22.  Just freewrite or make a web.  Include associations/thoughts you have about the setting, plot, or characters (at least fifteen details).
23.  Dialogue.  Write an imagined conversation between (1) a character and its author, (2) you and a character, (3) you and the author, (4) two characters in the same book, (5) a teacher and a character, OR (6) two characters from two different books.  Don’t forget to use quotation marks, use commas and end marks, begin a new paragraph (indent) for every change in speaker, and use verbs other than said.
