Name:  __________________________


Description:


A research paper is an essay about one topic with evidence from several resources. This particular assignment is about the writing process.  Your teacher will provide you with a topic and a packet of articles.  Your job includes note taking on index cards, writing the research essay, and documenting your sources.
Purpose & Audience:


Your purposes are to inform and persuade your teacher/another student.  A research essay is VERY formal.  This means you must not use contractions or slang.  You must spell out numbers less than one hundred.  Do not use personal pronouns such as “I, me, my, we, and you” in the body of the research paper.  

Writer’s Role:


The point-of-view is not the first person but, rather, the third person.  Write as objectively as possible.  You may be creative in the introduction and conclusion, but focus on reporting information in the body.  Do not put yourself in the paper as a character. Do not announce, “In this paper I am going to prove…”
Form:  


Compose an introductory paragraph, which announces your thesis.  The body will consist of at least three paragraphs containing summarized, paraphrased, and quoted evidence.  In the conclusion, you will re-state the points, make a final statement about the issue, and end with an interesting question or nod to the future of the topic.  Your paper should be between two and four typed, double-spaced pages.


Focus Correction Areas:

Development:  1.  Facts and quotes from articles.  This includes background

information on the topic, paraphrased facts, and a minimum of three

direct quotes smoothly integrated and tagged. The paraphrased and

quoted material should result in at least six citations. (40 points)
2. Solid concluding comment.  Add a famous quotation, lesson

learned, interesting question, and/or look to the future.  (10 points)
Conventions:    3.  Formal writing. This means no personal pronouns (I, me, my, you,

      we, our) in the body, no slang or contractions, and numbers less than

     100 spelled out. Use formal vocabulary; omit words such as like, really,

     good, bad, things, stuff, etc. (20 points)
4.  Correct format for each citation. You must have citations in parentheses for the three (or more) quotations and three more

     citations for the sentences/paragraphs that contain borrowed informa-
     tion. Parenthetical documentation is not just for quotes!  (20 points)
Other:                5.  Works Cited format.  Type a Works Cited page with entries only

                           for sources cited in parentheses in your paper. (10 points)
Timeline:  

1.  Type-one writing and thesis due in class ____________

2.  Note cards due _____________

3.  Works Cited rough draft due ____________

             




4.  Rough draft of whole research essay due  ____________



5.  Peer editing due in class  _____________

6.  Revisions/final draft due ______________

Procedure:

1.  Write a type-one freewrite on the topic.  Read all articles.  Take a stance (pick a side), and brainstorm at least three reasons you would use to support your position.

2.  Next, look over the assignment and the information.  Write a working thesis statement that announces what you will prove with research in the body of the paper.

3.  Work on a Works Cited rough draft. Review the format extensively!  Follow the MLA (Modern Language Association) standards. See https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
4.  Although this assignment focuses less on the process of research and more on the writing of the paper, I want to see full index cards.  Fill out ten to fifteen notecards.

5.   Look at the informational packet, which gives directions for writing the actual rough draft of the paper.  You must adhere to your position on the issue.  Use the information you have summarized, paraphrased, and quoted on the note cards.

6.  You must read your draft(s) out loud and with a partner.  Peer edit and revise.
7.  Use tags to introduce your quotations:  Los Angeles teacher Kate Conrath explains, “…” or  Reporter John Timpane states, “…”  or Instructional technology specialist Cheryl Grobel explains, “…” or  Editor and cyberterrorism advisor David Gewirtz says, “…” or  According to the American Association of Pediatrics, “…”

The following are requirements for the final draft:
· One-inch margins, double-space the text (skip lines)

· 12 point font size

· Regular font style (such as Times or Arial)
· Last name and page number in the upper right hand corner (use the header) of each page, including the works cited page but not the cover page.
· Cover page with title centered (not underlined or in quotes), your name, the instructor’s name, and the date

· Works Cited has a centered title with standard words capitalized (not underlined or in quotes!)
· Neatly write or type the FCA’s on the back of your cover page

· In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, again list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. 










